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PrREFACE TO THE FirrH EDITION

Nothing gives a writer more satisfaction than the success of his book. We are grateful for the
growing popularity of Objective English, and thank the readers for using it for their examination
preparation. New and revised editions of this book which come at short mtervals keep it updated,
exam-oriented, and suited to the current requirement of the students. A revised edition also helps us
in providing our readers with new concepts and techniques to equip them even better to tackle the
various questions in their competitive examinations.

Who can Use this Book?

This book s aimed at aspirants of various jobs in banks, defence and insurance sectot, government
offices, private companies, embassies, ministries, non-Governmental organisations, and public
undertakings. This book will also help those aspirants who compete for admission to prestigious
professional and vocational institutes.

Coverage of the Book

This book starts by giving general imnformation about different examinations and then organises the
text in the following ways:
* Section A provides reading materials, concepts, techniques, tips, figures, illustrations, and
drilling exercises.
* Section B contains practice test papers comprising the latest types of questions set in various
examinations.

* Section C contains more than forty previous years’ papers of various examinations.

Main Features of the Book

This book has the unique distinction of being the first text designed to help students in solving English
language questions in an objective format. It imparts in a planned, systematic, and comprehensive way,
the knowledge, concepts, and techniques required to successfully solve the English questions appearing
in various competitive examinations.

Unlike other books in the market which either deal with one or two types of questions or are purely
grammar-based, this book approaches the objective English of examination papers in a comprehensive
manner in the following ways:

* It has been prepared after a careful scrutiny and analyses of the syllabi and questions of
different competitive examinations and the basic principles behind such tests.

* In order to tackle objective English questions of competitive examinations, a candidate
requires a sound understanding of comprehension, applied grammar, vocabulary in usage,
and logical application of language. These topics are thoroughly covered in this book.
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» This book also covers secondary units like phrases, substitution, preposition, roice, and analogy
which will help the candidates enhance their understanding of English language.
* Each chapter has drilling exercise sets at the end to help the students master their learning,

Highlights of this Edition

Exhaustive changes and additions have been incorporated in the fifth edition of this book keeping
in view the changing trends of the examinations. Section A which comprises the staple of the book,
i.e. the basic units, has been retained and revised. The chapter on Vvice in this section has been made
more comprehensive. Two new chapters on Spelling and Narration have been added. All concepts and
techniques have been maintained and improved wherever necessary.

Sections B and C have been extensively revised in the following ways:

» Completely fresh practice test papers prepared on the latest pattern of various examinations
have been added in Section B.

* Section C has been thoroughly revamped. This section has five units now and each contains
questions of previous years up to 2014 . The answers have also been provided along with
the analysis, trends, and variations in question types. This section also includes suggestions
to help the students gain confidence, surety, and swiftness in dealing with the questions.
Comments included in this section will help students in designing the strategy required to
tackle the questions in the examination. About 40 examination papers from sectors like
Banking, Insurance, Defence, Business Management etc., have been included in this section.

We hope this book in its present form and format will be immensely useful to the aspiring
candidates. We also acknowledge all those who have extended cooperation in the preparation of this
new edition.

HARr1 MoHAN PRASAD
Uma RaNI SINHA



PREFACE TO THE FirsT EDITION

I have been writing research papers and books of explanatory nature on literature, which were meant
only for a select audience. With this book, I hope to reach a much wider section of the student
community and others, trying relentlessly to compete for various jobs in Government and Public
sectofs.

Objective English forms a part of the syllabi of different competitive examinations. It is basically
a string of three units: Grammar, Comprehension, Vocabulary. There is certainly a dearth of good
and reliable books, which completely cover all three units. A majority of the books available are mere
compilation of questions asked over the years. Keeping this in mind, I have tried to explain the concepts
behind every possible kind of test and have also endeavoured to develop simple techniques possible. In
addition to these, practice sets at the end of every unit and 30 model test papers have been provided,
with a view to helping the student develop competence and confidence in tackling communication and
language tests. Consequently, the book has become both comprehensive and innovative.

While preparing this book, my sons Rajnish and Soujanya, my daughter Swetali, my nephew
Bablu came out with various magazines, questions and self-developed problems, which helped me
in the formulation of techniques. I am grateful to them for their keen interest in my book. I am also
thankful to Dr Satguru Prasad my friend, who joyfully shared the painful task of proof-reading with me.
I shall be remiss, if I fail to mention my wife Rani, who extended her help in various invisible ways.
I sincerely hope the book will meet a good response. I shall greatly appreciate suggestions for further
improvement of the book.

HARr1 MoHAN PRASAD
Uma RaNI SINHA
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OBJECTIVE
COMPREHENSION-I

Comprehension is an important test in most
competitive examinations. Some of them have separate
sections for comprehension where candidates have to
work on several passages. Hence, it is important that

The word ‘comprehend’ means ‘to understand’. You

due attention is paid to comprehension exercises.

[Concept Summary

are required to go through a passage, grasp its gist,
and then answer the questions based on it. It involves
the use of your vocabulary, your sense of language,
your ability to locate meanings, your intelligence to
assess the real spirit of the passage, and your capability
infer conclusions from the given content. You should
remember that your answers must be based on and

not by any outside source. Only in certain cases, the
inference may take you outside the boundary of the
passage but even then your answer must be a logical
consequence of the information in the passage.

It is advisable to improve your sense of language
and stock of words by reading regularly and bringing
new words in your day-to-day usage of language.
Though regular practice helps, while adopting the IEI
(Information-Elimination-Inference) formula, the
following tips may prove useful.

IIEI Formula

The words—information, elimination, and inference—may
be used as the main keys.

confirmed by the information given in the passage and Information
| E |
Information Elimination Inference
Direct Implied Simple Complex
Fig 1.1 IEl Formula
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Every passage offers you some ‘information’.
Some questions are straightforward and they may be
answered from the information within the passage
itself. In the two passages taken up for illustration
below, refer to Questions 3 and 5 in Passage 1 and
Questions 1, 2,4, 5, and 6 in Passage 2. These questions
can be answered on the basis of the information given
in the passage.

The information in the passage may be direct or
implied. For example, in Passage 1, Question 5 is based
on direct information, and Question 3 on implied
information.

Elimination

The process of ‘elimination’ entails saying no to
alternatives on justifiable grounds until you have a
positive answer. Question 9 in Passage 2 is one such
example. Usually, this process helps in answering
questions of the ‘true or false’ category.

Inference

The word ‘inference’ means ‘to arrive at a logical
conclusion’. Some questions which cannot be
answered by information or elimination require
the process of inference. Refer to Questions 3 and
7 in Passage 2.

There are times when you may have tocom-bine
two of these keys together. For example, see Question
4 in Passage 1. A and D can be eliminated in the first
reading, B and C appear to be correct, but, if you
combine ‘elimination’ with ‘inference’, you find the
clue in the description that the lady takes a whole day
in writing the postcard. Thus, B is eliminated and C
becomes the correct choice.

Inference may be either simple or complex.
For example, Question 1 requires simple inference. A
statement is made right in the beginning of the passage
and thestoryof theladyillustrates the factin the statement
that whatever time is available for work, people tend to
use up. But Question 2 requires complex inference. The
person likely to take more time to do some work is: (a)
a busy man (b) 2 man of leisure. Though it seems that
(a) 1s the answer, the logical outcome of the contents
in the passage points towards (b). The answer is 2 man
of leisure. Complex inference therfore implies
reasoning;

Step 1

I
[Read the question|

[
Stelp 2

Retain true-false, short, straight and
data-based questions
I
Stelp 3

Underline answers for questions
retained
[
Step 4
|

Solve other questions by IEI
Formula

Fig 1.2 Time-saver IEI Formula

Thus it is now evident that different questions of
a comprehension passage can be answered by any of
the three clues separately and sometimes by combining

them.

IFurther Tips

The IEI formula helps every candidate. However,
those who have a sharp memory and can retain
certain facts on the first reading may work a little
differently to save further time. Instead of reading the
passage first, you read the questions and try to retain
some of them in your memory. Then while reading the
passage you will be able to underline the answer and
later tick the correct choice in a flash.

¢ EXAMPLES |

(A) By IEl Formula

H@® Passagel

Read the following passage and answer the
questions based on it.

Work expands so as to fill the time available for
its completion. The general recognition of this
fact is shown in the proverbial phrase, ‘It is the
busiest man who has time to spare’ Thus, an
elderly lady at leisure can spend the entire day
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writing a postcard to her niece. An hour will be spent
in finding the postcard, another hunting for spectacles,
half an hour to search for the address, an hour and a
quarter in composition and twenty minutes in deciding
whether or not to take an um-brella when going to
the pillar box in the street. The total effort that would
occupy a busy man for three minutes, all told, may in
this fashion leave another person completely exhausted
after a day of doubt, anxiety and toil.

1. What happens when the time to be spent on
some work increases?
(a) The work is done smoothly
(b) The work is done leisurely
(¢) The work consumes all the time

(d) The work needs additional time

2. Explain the sentence: ‘Work expands so as to
fill the time available for its completion’.
(a) The more work there is to be done, the
more the time needed.
(b) Whatever time is available for a given
amount of work, all of it will be used.

(¢) If you have more time, you can do more
work.

(d) If you have some important work to do,
you should always have some additional
time.

3. Who is the person likely to take more time to do
work:
(a) Abusy man
(b) A man of leisure
() An elderly person
(d) An exhausted person

4. What is the total time spent by the elderly lady
in writing a postcard?
(a) Three minutes
(b) Four hours and five minutes
(c) Half an hour
(d) A full day

5. What does the expression ‘pillar box’ stand for?
(a) Abox attached to the pillar

(b) Abox in the pillar
(¢) Box office
(d) A Pillar-type post box

ANSWERS TO PASSAGE 1 in

1. Here the method of elimination applies and
simple inference confirms it. (a) and (d) are
eliminated at the first reading, The description
that the lady who has enough leisure time takes
the entire day in writing the postcard gives us
the clue that the correct answer is (c). This
again is complex inference.

2. The answer here is (b). This can be found
out through simple inference. A statement is
made right in the beginning of the passage and
the story of the lady illustrates the fact that
whatever time is available for a work, people
tend to use all of it.

3. Here, the answer is (b). It requires inference.
The answer is to be inferred from the facts
given in the passage that the more time you
have, the more you will need. Therefore,
the answer is arrived at through complex
inference.

4. The answer is (d) and it is based on the
information given in the passage.

5. The answer is (d). It can be derived through
implied information. The lady has to go to the
pillar box to drop her letter.

(B) By Time-Saver IEl Formula

@ Passage 2

Joti, a gardener’s son, was once invited to attend
the marriage ceremony of a Brahmin friend. As he
loved his friend dearly, he attended the function. The
bridegroom was being led in a procession to the bride’s
house. The procession consisted of men, women and
children mostly Brahmins. Joti was also walking along
with the procession.

One orthodox Brahmin recognised him and was
annoyed at the sight of a low caste boy walking with
the Brahmins in the marriage procession. Unable to
contain himself, he shouted, “How dare you walk along
with us? You are not our equal. Get behind! Otherwise,
go away.” Joti felt insulted. He left the procession and
returned home.

He narrated the whole incident to his father with
anger in his eyes. However, his father advised him to
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observe old customs. That night Joti could not sleep.
He was assailed by the insult he had suffered as a result
of years of discrimination inflicted on lower castes. He
felt compelled to find a way to end caste discrimination.
As the lower caste people were not educated, they had
accepted this mental slavery for ages. Joti therefore
resolved to revolt against this mental slavery and
educate the lower caste people. He became the first
Indian to start a school for the untouchables as well
as a girls’ school in Maharashtra. We recongnise him
today as Mahatma Phule.

1. According to the passage, what has made low
caste people accept mental slavery?
(a) Poverty
(b) Old customs
(c) Apathy of change
(d) Lack of education
(¢) Supremacy of the Brahmins

2. What kind of a man was Joti’s father?
(a) A man of revolutionary ideas

(b) One who advised him to start a school for
the untouchables

(¢ A man who did not want Joti to break old
traditions

(d) A man not in favour of Joti attending the
marriage ceremony

(¢) One who was also present in the mar-riage
procession

3. What did Joti do after he was insulted?

(a) Left the procession and went to his friend
(b) Tried to take a revenge on his friend

c) Decided not to join any such marrage
] y g
processions in future

(d) Involved himself actively in the freedom
movement

(¢) Engaged himself in social service

4. Why did Joti attend the marriage?
(a) On the advice of his father
(b) He was invited by the father of the bride
() The bridegroom was a good friend of Joti
(d) Not mentioned in the passage
(¢) None of these

5. Why could Joti not sleep that night?
(a) He had to attend the marriage of his friend

(b) He wanted to do something for the lower
caste people

(¢) The Brahmin insulted his friend
(d) His father was sick
(¢) He was not getting any help for his school

6. Why was the Brahmin annoyed with Jot?
(a) He left the marriage procession abruptly

(b) He insulted his friend

(¢) He did not invite the Brahmin for the
marriage procession

(d) He was an uninvited guest

(¢) He was walking along with other Brahmins
in the marriage procession

7. According to the passage, why did Joti quit the
marriage procession?
(a) He was asked accordingly by his friend
(b) He could not tolerate his insult
(c) He had to see his ailing father

(d) His father warned him against attending
that marriage

(¢) He had no faith in such customary rituals

8. What does the author highlight in this passage?
(a) Joti’s contribution to the upliftment of the
people of lower classes
(b) Poverty of lower class people in India
() Need for separate schools for girls
(d) Merits of caste system in India
(¢) Need for unity among different sections

of people in India

9. Which of the following statement is true

according to the passage?

(a) The bridegroom was Joti’s classmate

(b) Joti’s father was also invited to the marriage

(¢) Mahatma Phule started a school for the
untouchables

(d) Joti did not say anything about the
incident to his father

(¢ The Brahmin who insulted Joti was the
bride’s father
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Here, when you read the questions, you may retain
numbers 1, 4, 5 and 6. You can remember as such:

Question 1. the cause of mental slavery,

Question 4. the case of Joti attending the marriage,
Question 5. why couldn’t Joti sleep that night; and
Question 6. why the Brahmin was annoyed with Joti.

Now, while reading the passage you can under-line
the answer to

Question 1 : ‘no education’;

Question 4: ‘a Brahmin friend’;

Question 5 : ‘what could he do for the equality of
human beings’; and

Question 6 : ‘How dare you walk along with us’.
When you read the alternatives, you will immediately
tick the correct answers.

The answers to the rest of the questions are listed
below:

Qumestion 22 The correct answer is (c), on the
basis of the information in the

passage.

Qumestion 3. The correct answer (e) can be
identified by simple inference. The

last lines help you locate the answer.

Qumestion 7. The correct answer (b) can be

arrived at through simple infer-ence.

Qumestion 8 The correct answer is (e) which
could be arrived at by inference.
Alternative (a) may also be an
answer, but (e) is logically more
viable.

QOmestion 9. The correct answer 1is

(e)—
arrived at through the process of
elimination. (a), (b), (d) and (e)
are eliminated on the basis of the
information given in the passage.

H@® Passage3

The last half of my life was spent at one of those
painful epochs of human history, during which the
world seemed to be getting worse; where past victories
which had seemed to be definitive have turned out
to be only temporary. When I was young, Victorian
optimism was taken for granted. It was thought
that freedom and prosperity would spread gradually
throughout the world through an orderly process, and

it was hoped that crueltly, tyranny, and injustice would
continually diminish. Hardly anyone was haunted by
the fear of great wars. Hardly anyone thought of the
nineteenth century as a brief interlude between past
and future barbarism.

1. The author felt sad about the latter part of his

life because:

(a) He was nostalgic about his childhood

(b) The world had not become prosperous

(¢) The author had not won any further
victories

(d) The world was painfully disturbed during
that period of time

2. The victories of the past:
(a) Brought permanent peace and prosperity

(b) Ended cruelty, tyranny and injustice
(c) Proved to be temporary events

(d) Filled men with a sense of pessimism

3. The word ‘definitive’ used in the passage means:

(a) Defined (b) Final
(¢) Temporary (d) Incomplete

4. During the Victorian age people believed that:
(a) Strife would increase
(b) There would be unlimited freedom
(c) Wars would be fought on a bigger scale
(d) Peace would prevail and happiness would
engulf the whole world

5. “A brief interlude between past and future
barbarism” can be interpreted as:
(a) A short period of time between past and
future acts of savagery
(b) A short interlude between two great events
(c) An interval between cruel wars

(d) A dramatic performance during wars

ANSWERS TO PASSAGE 3 ] |

1. The answer is (d). You can hit at the answer
through inference. The clue is in the first sentence
itself—‘the world 1s getting worse’. The whole
passage also implies that the last half of the life
of the author was a period of turmoil.

2. The answer is (c) and it can be based on the
information given in the passage: ‘the nineteenth
century was a brief interlude’.
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3. The answer is (b). Both information and simple
inference suggest this answer.

4. The answer is (d). It is based on information
that can be inferred from the last two lines.

5. The answer s (a). The information is implied in
the questionitself through the word barbarism’.
The passage also confirms it.

M@ Passage 4

Itis not luck butlabour that makes a man. Luck, says an
American writer, is ever waiting for something to turn
up; labour with keen eyes and strong will always turns
up something. Luck lies in bed and wishes the postman
would bring him news of a legacy; labour turns out
at six and with busy pen and ringing hammer lays
the foundation of competence. Luck whines, labour
watches. Luck relies on chance, labour on character.
Luck slips downwards to self-indulgence; labour strides
upwards and aspires to independence. The conviction,
therefore, is extending that diligence is the mother of
good luck. In other words, that a man’s success in life
will be proportionate to his efforts, to his industry, to
his attention to small things.

1. Which one of the following statements sums

up the meaning of the passage ?

(a) Luck waits without exertion, but labour
exerts without waiting

(b) Luck waits and complains without working
while labour achieves success although it
complains

(¢) Luckis self-indulgent, but labour is selfless

(d) Luck often ends in defeat, but labour
produces luck.

2. Which one of the following words in the passage
indicate that the writer does not ultimately reject
the element of Luck?

(&) ‘Luck..is ever waiting’

(®) ‘Luck whines’

(¢) ‘Diligence is the mother of good luck’

(d) ‘Luck... wishes the postman would bring
him news.’

3. Which one of the statements is true about the
passage?
(a) Luck is necessary for success

(b) Success depends only on hard luck

(c) Expectation of good luck always meets
with disappointment

(d) Success is exactly proportionate to hard
work.

4. “.. Labour turns out at six and with busy pen
and ringing hammer lays the foundation of
competence.” What does this statement mean?
(a) Hard work of all kinds makes people

efficient

(b) Labourlays the foundation of the building

(¢) The writer and the labourer are the true
eyes of the society

(d) There is no worker who works so hard as
the labourer who begins his day at six in
the morning.

ANSWERS TO PASSAGE 4 ] |

1. The answer is (d). It can be derived through
inference. Elimination will also help. (a) and (b)
are eliminated easily on the basis of information.
(c) and (d) are of a general nature, but you
may come to the right conclusion by arguing
that labour is not always selfless. One does hard
labour for a purpose. Again, remember the
general hint that you should prefer a choice in
such cases which includes the largest possibility.

2. The answer is (c). The answer can be arrived at
by simple inference. This is the implication of
the passage as well.

3. The answer is (d). The information is in the last
sentence.

4. The answer is (a). The information given in the
middle of the passage and simple inference will
help. The reference to both pen and hammer
implies that the meaning here includes all kinds
of work. The pen stands for mental work and

the hammer for the physical labour.
HM® Passage 5

The news that the Indian Railways are going to
incur a shortfall of Rs 1000 crore in their resources
generation—and will, therefore, have to seek budgetary
support to that extent—will not surprise many. That’s
a scenario that has been played out for years now, and
the outcome, too, has been predictable—with the
railway budget doing its duty by doling out public
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money. But it’s time to look at the problem differently,
in view of the current concerns of the government in
economising its charity and the feeling that the railways
have to stand on their own legs.

The Railways have, over the last few months,
continued to experience a shortfall of Rs 85 crore
per month, a feature that could add to their woes if it
continues. Fall in expected goods traffic, in the rate
per tonne and also a dip in passenger traffic have
contributed to the shortfall. All these may not be
new concerns for the Railways; the relevant point,
however, is how the system and the government hope
to tackle it.

Clearly, budgetary support should be considered
only in the last instance, after various measures to
both reduce expenditure and raise resources have
been tried out. Consider subsidies on passenger
traffic—the expenditure which really digs into the
government’s coffers. In fact, passenger traffic
subsidy accounted for nearly 90 per cent of the
railways’ losses in 1992/93, with freight traffic
subsidies taking up the rest.

Freight traffic subsidy cuts should prove more
easy if this year’s budget exercise is any indication.
Till now, sixteen commodities were subsidised. In
1993/94, budget subsidy on four commodities were
removed. Prices did not rise, there was little protest
and now the Railways ought to be emboldened to do
more. Reduction in passenger subsidies is more tricky
given the dependence of such a large population,
mostly poor, on the system and most governments
have been reluctant to do much. In fact, passenger
rates have been hiked very few times and that, too,
only in recent years.

One area where the Railways could do a lot more
pruning is in shutting uneconomic branch lines. For
instance, in 1992/93 it was found that 114 branch
lines contributed a loss of Rs 121 crore.

To its credit, however, the railways have been looking
around for sources of funds other than the budget.

1. Which of the following has the same meanings
as phrase played out as it has been used in the
passage?

(a) Enacted
(¢) Dramatised
(e) Predicted

(b) Repeated
(d) Done

2. Which of the following is false regarding the

railway operation?

®
®)
©
@
©

Reduction in goods traffic is not a new
phenomenon

Passenger traffic has shown an increase in
recent years

Rates per tonne of goods carried has come
down

Railways are aware of the problem of
reduction in income

None of these

3. How does the cut in freight traffic affect the
shortfall?

®
®)
©
@

©

By increasing the income

By reducing the expense

Simultaneously increasing income and
reducing expense

By reducing dependence on the Central
Government

None of these.

4. Which of the followinjgis correctregarding the
shortfall in the Railways’ resource generation?

®
®)
©
@
©

It was higher than earlier years

It is happening for the first ime

It was anticipated by most people

This 1s the largest shortfall ever to happen
None of these

5. How does the government expect to ‘economise

its charity’?

®

®)
©

@
©

By requiring the railways to be self-
sufficient

By stopping the budget support

By showing its concern through the
Railway ministry

By not doling out public money

By reducing the overall operation of the
Railways

6. Which of the following has the same meaning
as the word 4ip as it has been used in the
passage?

(a) Dnift () Slowness
(¢) Plunge (d) Reduction
() Tardiness
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7.

10.

11.

12.

Which of the following seems to be the major
contributing factor towards the losses of the
Railways?

@
®)
©
@
©

Passenger subsidies

Freight subsidies

Uneconomical lines

All of the three are at the same level
None of these

. According to the author, what should the

Railways do as regards freight subsidy?
@
®)
©

It should introduce subsidy for more items
It should be very courageous

It should remove or reduce subsidies of
more items

@
©

Author’s views are not explicit
None of these

. Which of the following is true regarding the

passenger fare charged by the Railways?
@
®)

It is excessively high now

First class passengers are not given any

subsidy
©
@
©

What seems of be the ultimate consideration

Only second class passengers get subsidy
Poor people alone get subsidy
None of these

for allowing freight subsidy by the Railways?
@
®)
@
@
©

Why do the government and Railways not raise

Keeping the freight charges low
Keeping the railways in losses

Keeping the prices of commodities low
Cannot be made out from the passage
None of these

the passenger fares?
@
®)
©
@
©
Which of the following has the same meaning
as the word praning as it has been used in the

It is anyway subsidised

It does not affect the railways very much
It is anyway making losses

It would affect a large number of people
None of these

passage?
() Stopping
(c) Spending

(b) Economising
(d) Profiteering
(e) Cancelling

13.

14.

15.

EXPLANATION OF PASSAGE 5
1.

10.

Which of the following has the same meaning
as the word fricky as it has been used in the
passage?

(a) Foolish
() Useless
(e) Difficult

() Deceitful
(d) Needless

Which of the following has the opposite

meaning to the word digs as it has been used in

the passage?
(a) Donates (b) Constructs
() Levels (d) Contributes
(e) Shares

How many freight items are now subsidised by
the Railways?

(a) Sixteen

(¢) Ten

(¢) None of these

(b) Four
(d) Twenty

The answer is (b)—repeated. The word
‘scenario’ may suggest the word ‘enacted’
but here the emphasis is on ‘four years now’
and thus the real implication is repetition.
Information and inference work together here.

. The answer is (b). It can be located by

eliminating the alternatives one after another on
the basis of information given in the passage.

. The answer is (e). The process of elimination

will help you find it.

. The answer is (c). The answer can be located

by information and may be confirmed by the
process of elimination.

. The answer is (a). You can arrive at the answer

through the process of complex inference only.

. The answer is (d). You can get it by simple

inference. It is implied in the context.

. The answer is (a). You can base it on

information. However, you may also confirm it
by simple inference.

. The answeris (c). Thereis sufficientinformation

in Paragraph 4.

. The answer is (e). You can reach the answer

through elimination.

The answer, (c), can be located by complex
inference.
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11. See paragraph 4. You have the full information
for the answer (d).

12. The correct answer, (b), can be reached at
through inference.

13. By elimination you get the answer—(e).
14. By elimination you get the answer—(d).

15. On the basis of information you can find out
that the correct number is 16 — 4 = 12 and thus
the answer is (e).

Practice Set —1

Read the following passage and answer

the following questions on the basis of information
provided in the passage.

Our body is a wondrous mechanism and when
subjected to unusual stress over a period of time, it
adapts itself to deal more effectively with that stress.
Therefore, when you exert your muscles against
resistance, they are forced to adapt and deal with
this extraordinary work load. This is the principle
of weight training. Strands of muscle fibres become
thicker and stronger in response to the demands
placed on them.

One of the great merits of weight training is
the strength of your heart. During weight training, your
heart is forced to beat faster and stronger in order to
pump sufficient blood to the muscles being worked. In
time, your heart, like your body, will adapt to this extra-
workload by becoming stronger and more efficient.
Since your body needs a given amount of blood to
perform its daily tasks your heart will now need fewer
beats to pump the same quantity of blood. Sounds
good? There’s more. Your entire circulatory system
is given a thorough workout everytime you exercise,
which increases its overall efficiency. Even the neural
paths from your brain’s command centres to each
individual muscle become more effective, enabling
easier recruitment of muscle fibres for carrying out
physical tasks. In essence, your body becomes a well-
oiled and finely-tuned piece of machinery, whirring
along without any break-down. In today’s stress filled
world, you need all help you can get.

1. What is the principal training of weight
lifting?

(a) Adapting the body to muscle force

(b) Adapting muscles to force implied on
them

(c) Disposing extra-workload

(d) Mechanised response to external
conditions

. What affects the nature of muscle fibres?

(a) Intensity of workload
(b) Alimentary system

(¢) Nutrition

(d) Stress imposed on them

. How does the heart become stronger owing to

physical exercise?
(a) Thorough acclimatisation
(b) Naturalisation
(c) Adapting to excessive workload
(d) By accelerating the circulation of blood

. How much blood does the heart pump at the

same number of heartbeats, when exposed to
excessive stress?

(a) Same quantity
(b) Less than before
(¢) More than normal
(d) None of these

. What happens to our body due to physical

exercise?

(a) More efficient

(b) Less efficient

(c) Efficiency of the body remains the same
(d) None of these

. What does the term ‘well-oiled’ in the passage

denote?
(a) Healthy
(c) Massaged

(b) Efficient
(d) None of these

. Which one of the following is the most

appropriate title for the passage?
(a) Health 1s wealth
(b) Exercise—its benefits
(c) The mechanics of weight training
(d) How to retain your health

. In the present world, the importance of

physical exercise has
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(a) Increased

(b) Decreased

(¢) Remained at the same level
(d) None of these

9. What, according to the passage, is the function
of the heart?

(a) Oxygenation of blood

(b) Pumping the blood to the muscles

(c) Pumping the blood to capillaries

(d) Accelerating the circulation of blood

10. What does the above passage suggest?

(a) We should carry out physical exercise as
a routine

(b) Physical
occasionally

exercise 1S mnecessary

(c) We should ignore physical exercise

(d) We should subject our body to as much
exercise as it can withstand.

Practice Set —1

The task which Gandhiji undertook was not only
the achievement of political freedom but also the
establishment of a social order based on truth
and non-violence, unity and peace, equality and
universal brotherhood, and maximum freedom
for all. This unfinished part of his experiment was
perhaps even more difficult to achieve than the
achievement of political freedom. Political struggle
involved fight against a foreign power and all one
could do was either join it or wish it success and give
it his moral support. In establishing the social order of
this pattern, there was a lively possibility of a conflict
arising between groups and classes of our own people.
Experience shows that man values his possessions even
more than his life because in the former he sees the
means for perpetuation and survival of his descendants
even after his body is reduced to ashes. A new order
cannot be established without radically changing the
mind and attitude of men towards property and, at
some stage or the other, the ‘haves’ have to yield place
to the ‘have-nots’. We have seen, in our time, attempts
to achieve a kind of egalitarian society and the picture
of it after it was achieved. But this was done, by and
large, through the use of physical force.

In the ultimate analysis, it is difficult, if not
impossible, to say that the instinct to possess has been
rooted out or that it will not reappear in an even worse
form under a different guise. It may even be that, like
a gas kept confined within containers under great
pressure, or water held by a big dam, once a barrier
breaks, the reaction will one day sweep back with a
violence equal in extent and intensity to what was used
to establish and maintain the outward egalitarian form.
This enforced egalitarianism contains, in its bosom, the
seed of its own destruction.

The root cause of class conflict is possessiveness
or the acquisitive instinct. So long as the ideal
that is to be achieved is one of securing the
maximum material satisfaction, possessiveness
can neither be suppressed nor eliminated but will grow
on what it feeds. Nor will it cease to be such—it is
possessiveness, still, whether it 1s confined to only a
few or is shared by many.

If egalitarianism is to endure, ithas to be based not
on the possession of the maximum material goods by a
few or by all but on voluntary, enlightened renunciation
of those goods which cannot be shared by others or
can be enjoyed only at the expense of others. This
calls for substitution of spiritual values for purely
material ones. The paradise of material satisfaction,
that is sometimes equated with progress these days
neither spells peace nor progress. Mahatma Gandhi
has shown us how the acquisitive instinct inherent in
man could be transmuted by the adoption of the ideal
of trusteeship by those who ‘have’ for the benefit of
all those who ‘have not’ so that, instead of leading to
exploitation and conflict, it would become a means and
incentive for the amelioration and progress of society,
respectively.

1. According to the passage, egalitarianism will

not survive if

(a) Itisbased on voluntary renunciation

(b) Itis achieved by resorting to physical force

(¢) Underprivileged people are not involved in
its establishment

(d) People’s outlook towards it is not radically
changed

(¢) None of these

2. According to the passage, why does man value
his possessions more than his life?
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(a) He has an inherent desire to share his
possessions with others

(b) He is endowed with the possessive instinct

(¢) Only his possessions help him earn love
and respect from his descendants

(d) Through his possessions he can preserve
his name even after his death

(¢) None of these

. According to the passage, which was the

unfinished part of Gandhiji’s experiment ?

(a) Educating people to avoid class conflict

(b) Achieving total political freedom for the
country

(c) Establishment of an egalitarian society

(d) Radically changing the mind and attitude
of men towards truth and non-violence

(¢) None of these

. Which of the following statements is ‘not true’

in the context of the passage?

(a) True egalitarianism can be achieved
by giving up one’s possessions under
compulsion

() Man values his life more than his
possessions

(c) Possessive instinct is a natural part of the
human being

(d) In the political struggle, the fight was
against the alien rule

(¢ The root cause of class conflict is
possessiveness

. According to the passage, true egalitarianism

will last if

(a) Itis thrustupon people

(b) Itisbased on truth and non-violence

() People inculcate spiritual values along with
material values

(d) ‘Haves’ and ‘have-nots’ live together
peacefully

(¢) None of these

. According to the passage, people ultimately
overturn the form of a social order
(a) Whichisbased on coercion and oppression

(b) Which does not satisfy their basic needs

10.

(¢) Which 1s based upon conciliation and
rapprochement

(d) Which is not congenial to the spiritual
values of the people

(¢) None of these

. According to the passage, the root cause of

class conflict is

(a) The paradise of material satisfaction

(b) Dominant inherent acquisitive instinct in
man

(¢) Exploitation of the ‘have-nots’ by the
‘haves’

(d) A social order where the unprivileged are
not a part of the establishment

(¢) None of these

. Which of the following statements is #of true in

the context of the passage?

() A new order can be established by
radically changing the outlook of peo-ple
towards it

(b) Adoption of the ideal of trusteeship can
minimise possessive instinct

(c) Enforced egalitarianism can be the cause
of its own destruction

(d) Idea of new order is to secure maximum
material satisfaction

(¢) None of these

. According to the passage, which of the

following statements is true?

(a) A social order based on truth and non-
violence alone can help the achievement
of political freedom

(®b) In establishing the social order of
Gandhiji’s pattern, the possibility of a
conflict between different classes of
society hardly exists

(¢) It 1s difficult to change the mind and
attitude of men towards property

(d) In an egalitarian society, material
satisfaction can be enjoyed only at the
expense of others

(¢) None of these

According to the passage, what does adop-tion
of the ideal of trusteeship mean?
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(a) Equating peace and progress with
material satisfaction

(b) Adoption of the ideal by the ‘haves’ for the
benefit of the society

() Voluntary, enlightened renunciation of the
possessive instinct by the privileged class

(d) Substitution of spiritual values by
material ones by those who live in the
paradise of material satisfaction

(¢) None of these

Practice Set —1

The first thing the children wanted to do at the zoo
was to ride the elephant. They were frightened as they
climbed the ladder to take their seats on the swaying
back of the huge beast. Elephants seem awkward
creatures as they move along heavily, their legs covered
with loose folds of tough skin and their trunk swinging
from side to side in search of food ordrink. An elephant
has great strength in its trunk, and can drag heavy loads
with ropes, but it can also use its trunk to pick up small
articles such as coins or nuts from the ground.

After their ride on the elephant, the children
went to see the lions and tigers. Crowds of people
stood watching, protected from the cruel beasts by the
strong metal bars of the cages.

From there, they went to see the monkeys.
Those merry creatures were jumping about the rocks,
swinging on the wires of their cages, or begging for
nuts from the passers-by. If anyone annoyed them,
they would scold him angrily and beat their chests with
their hands.

In the end, they saw some curious creatures
like the giraffe with its long neck and the camel with its
short beard.

1. Which of the following is the reaction of
monkeys when they get irritated?
(a) They jump about the rock

(b) They swing on the wire of the cage
() They beat their chest

(d) They beg from visitors

(¢) They keep quiet

2. The cages of lions are made of strong metals

bars in order to

(a) Protect visitors from the lions

(b) Protect lions from other animals
(c) Ensure the durability of the cages
(d) Enable the visitors to see the lions
(¢) Enable lions to get fresh air

. Which of the following is the chief function of

the trunk of the elephants?
(a) Picking up small articles like coins from
the ground

(b) Swaying from side to side
(c) Dragging heavy loads
(d) Eating food and drinking water

(e) Creating fear among other animals

4. The children were afraid of riding on the

elephant as

(a) The elephant looked awkward

(b) The back of the elephant was swaying

(¢) The trunk of the elephant was swing-
Ing

(d The elephant was dragging heavy
loads

(e) Itslegs were covered with loose folds

. Which of the following is a ferocious

animal?
(a) Giraffe () Elephant
(c) Camel (d) Monkey

(¢) None of these

. Which of the following does not make the

elephant awkward in appearance?
(a) Itslong trunk

(b) Its swinging trunk

() Its heavy movement
(d) Loose folds on its legs
(¢) None of these

. Which of the following is typical of the giraffe?

(a) Hump on the back
(b) Short beard

(¢) Tough skin

(d) Swaying back

(¢) Longneck



Theory |A.19

Practice Set —1

To those who do listen, the desert speaks of

things with an emphasis quite different from that
of the shore, the mountain, the wvalley, or the
plains. Whereas these invite action and suggest
limitless opportunity and exhaustless resources, the
implications and the mood of the desert are something
different. For one thing, the desert is conservative,
not radical. It is more likely to provide awe than to
invite conquest. The heroism which it encourages is
the heroism of the endurance, not that of conquest.
It brings man up against his limitation, turns him
in upon himself and suggests values which more
indulgent regions suppress. Sometimes it induces
contemplation in men who have never contemplated
before. And of all the answers to the question—what is
a desert good for—‘contemplation’ is perhaps the best.

1. In order to receive the desert’s message, the
beholder needs to be
(a) Courageous in his reaction
(b) Conservative in his responses
(c) A good listener
(d) Sensitive to nature

2. The desert is unique among landscapes in that
it encourages only
(a) Contemplation
(b) Indolence
(¢) Heroic endeavour
(d) Adventurous spirit

3. If one responds with insight to the mood of
the desert, it evokes
(a) Aninclination for deep thought
(b) The possibility of unending resources
() The desire for heroic conquest

(d) A sense of intense revulsion

4. The writer calls the desert ‘conservative’
rather than ‘radical’ because it provides an
environment that
(a) Inspires man to explore it
(b) Offers

conquer

unlimited opportunity to

(c) Tests one’s endurance

(d) Makes one gloomy

5. What does the phrase “it brings man up against

his limitations”, mean?

(a) It makes man feel hopeless about his
limitations

(b) It makes man aware of his limitations

(¢ It compels man to fight against his
limitations

(d) It persuades man to overcome his
limitations

Practice Set —1

The best way of understanding our own civilisation is

to take an ordinary sort of day in the life of an ordinary
sort of man, myself for instance, and to see what he
does. My home is in London. I get up in the morning
when an alarm clock rings on the table by my bed. It is
quite a complicated machine and works perfectly. I get
into a hot bath, the water for which has been heated by
gas. The gas is supplied by the Gas Board for the area
in which I live; it is part of a national system. The water
is supplied by the City Water Board. After bathing, I
shave—the water for my shave comes from a kettle
which has been heated by electricity. As far as I am
concerned, what happens is very simple: I put a plug in
the wall and put on the switch and the electricity does
the rest. I use a safety razor, the blade of which, made
of very finely tempered steel, has been cut, together
with millions of other blades, by machines. The clothes
which I put on have also been spun and woven largely
by steam or electrically driven machines.

1. The I’ in this passage represents:
(a) A common man

() A rich person
(¢) An automation

(d) A robot

2. The ideal way of understanding a civilisation is
(a) To read its literature

() To see how the people shave, bathe and

dress
() To assess its technological progress

(d) To study the daily routine of an ordinary
person

3. The ‘complicated machine’ in the passage refers



A.20 | Objective English for Competitive Examinations

to

(a) An electric kettle

(b) A safety razor

(¢) An alarm clock

(d) Gas

4. The gas being ‘supplied by a national sys-tem’

means that

(a) Itissupplied by a nationalist goverment

(b) It is supplied only nationally and not
internationally

(c) It is supplied all over the country by a
central agency

(d) Itis supplied to only those who believe in
a national system

5. The kind of life experienced by the writer is
representative of
(a) An advanced urban society
() A rural society
(c) A semi-urbanised society
(d) A socialist society

Practice Set —1

The idea of evolution (which is a gradual change) was
not a new one. The Greeks had thought of it, so had
Erasmus Darwin, the grandfather of Charles Darwin,

and also the Frenchman, Lamarck. It is one thing to
have an idea; we can all guess and sometimes make
a lucky guess. It is quite another thing to produce a
proof of the correctness of thatidea. Darwin thought
he had that proof in his notebooks. He saw that all
animals had to struggle to survive. Those which were
best at surviving their environment passed on the good
qualities which helped them to their descendants. This
was called ‘the survival of the fittest’. For example, in
a cold climate, those who have the warmest fur will
live. Darwin believed that this necessity for an animal
to deal with its environment explained the immense
variety of creatures.

1. At the time that Darwin arrived on the scene,
the idea of evolution
(a) Was an idea unheard of
(b) Had already been proved beyond doubt
(c) Had been thought of but not proved

(d) Was not thought fit for exploration

2. According to Darwinian thought, the world of
animals is marked by
(a) Peaceful coexistence

(b) A struggle for survival
(¢) Indifference towards each other

(d) Love and friendship

3. The expression ‘the survival of the fittest’

means that—
(a) The strong will survive while the weak will
perish

(b) The strong and the weak will live peacefully
() The strong will help the weak survive
(d) Both the strong and the weak will survive

4. In colder climates
(a) All animals can survive
(b) No animal can survive
(c) Only animals with fur can survive
(d) Animals are hard to come by

5. Darwin thought that the environment
(a) Has no effect on animals

(b) Has lot of effect on animals
(c) Has a marginal effect on animals

(d) Has an effect on man but not on animals

Practice Set —1

Mikhail Gorbechev’s ouster, though dramatic in

every respect, is on no account a surprise. Both his
foes and his closest friends had been warning him
of it with a heightening sense of urgency for the
past several months. Its consequences, however, are
wholly unpredictable. The Soviet Union could well
witness protracted violence on a mass scale should
the reformists and supporters of the republic, those
who have sought varying degrees of sovereignty for
themselves, choose to defy the central author-ity. It
is possible that the country after an initial period of
uncertainty, and perhaps even violence, could revert
to the pre-Perestroika system. Equally uncertain is the
course of East-West relations. These are bound to
deteriorate though the extent of deterioration must
remain a matter of conjecture. Hailed abroad as a
leader who had dared to free Soviet citizens from fear,
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who had enabled the countries of Eastern Europe
to become democracies even as they regained their
full sovereign status, who had paved the way for the
reunification of Germany and who had exposed the
moribund and totalitarian character of communism,
he appeared, athome, to come under fire from all sides.

1. Under Gorbachev’s term, the Soviet people
were
(a) Afraid to speak
(b) Indisciplined and lazy
(¢) Committed to communism
(d) Not afraid to criticise

2. The relations between the Soviet Union and
Western countries
(a) Are likely to remain unaffected
(b) May improve considerably
(c) Will definitely get worse
(d) Will fluctuate

3. The post-Gorbachev era may witness
(a) A more open economy

(b) Reversal of Perestroika
() Greater role for reformers

(d) Sovereignty for republics

4. As a result of his policies, the countries of
Eastern Europe became
(a) Democratic and truly independent

(b) Authoritarian and inhuman
() United and totalitarian

(d) Democratic but with a monarchy

5. The removal of Mikhail Gorbachev from
power is
(a) Vivid and shocking
(b) Dramatic but expected
(¢) Thnlling and extraordinary
(d) Strange and cruel

Practice Set —1

Bansilal’s train was late and it reached Bombay a little
after midnight. It was his first visit to the city, and he
didn’t know where to go. He thought he would go to
a choultry where he would not have to pay rent, but he

did not know how to find one at that hour. He asked a
porter to get him a cheap room. The porter asked him
for three rupees to take him to one. But Bansilal waved
him away and walked out of the station. He wandered
through the streets and asked a number of people, but
could not find a room cheap enough for him.

He sat down on a park bench to think of what he
should do next. He was very tired and fell asleep on
the bench. He woke up the next morning, stiff in every
limb; but he smiled when he realised that it was the

cheapest night’s lodging that he had ever had.

1. Bansilal could not get any accommodation for
the night as
(a) All the hotels in the city were closed

(b) All the hotel rooms were booked
(¢) The hotels were too expensive for him to
afford

(d) He wanted to spend the night in the open
2. In the passage, the word ‘choultry’ should mean

(a) An expensive hotel

() A highway hotel

() A roadside eatery

(d) A free resting place

3. The porter refused to help Bansilal because
(a) He was rude to the porter

(b) He had no previous acquaintance with the
porter

(c) He spoke a language which the porter
could not understand

(d) He refused to pay the porter any tip

4. The night in the open
(a) Refreshed Bansilal

(b) Gave him aches all over his body
(c) Made his limbs stronger
(d) Did not affect him at all

5. From the passage, Bansilal emerges as
(a) A thrifty person

(b) An extravagant spender
(c) An adventurous person

(d) A fun loving person
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Practice Set —1

Most of us use the products of science—railways,

aeroplanes, electricity, wireless and thousands of
others—without thinking how they came into existence.
We take them for granted, as if we were entitled to
them as a matter of right. We are very proud of the fact
that we live in an advanced age and are ourselves very
advanced. Now, there is no doubt that our age is very
different from previous ages and I think it is perfectly
correct to say that it is far more advanced. Butitis a
different thing from saying that we, as individuals or
groups, are more advanced. It would be the height of
absurdity to say that because an engine driver can run
an engine and Plato or Socrates could not, the engine
driver is more advanced than, or is superior to, Plato or
Socrates. But it would be perfectly correct to say
that the engine itself is 2 more advanced method of
locomotion than Plato’s chariot was.

1. Which one of the following statements is true?

(a) An engine driver is cleverer than Plato or
Socrates

(b) Plato or Socrates are in no way inferior to
the engine driver

(c) Plato and Socrates surpassed the engine
driver in every respect

(d) The engine driver cannot be compared to
Plato or Socrates

2. In this passage, the author mentions Plato and

Socrates to emphasise that

(a) They were men of great scholarship

(b) People as individuals in the modern age are
not more advanced than their predecessors

() The engine is a better mode of locomotion
than Plato’s chariot

(d) Plato and Socrates had greater respect for
learning

3. According to the author, the present age is far
more advanced than
(a) All the previous ages in some respects

() The age of Plato and Socrates in some
respects

(c) Some of the previous ages in all respects

(d) All the previous ages in all respects

4. Many of us make use of machines
(a) With very little knowledge of their
mechanism
(b) Without
historical significance

(c) With full knowledge of their genesis
(d) Without knowing how they were invented

any knowledge of their

5. People today are very proud because they live
(a) In a philosophically advanced age
(b) In a materially advanced age
() In a scientifically advanced age
(d) In a spirtually advanced age

Practice Set —1

Economists, ethicists and business experts persuade
us that honesty is the best policy, but their evidence
1s weak. We hoped to find data that would support
their theories and thus, perhaps, encourage higher
standards of business behaviour. To our surprise, their
pet theories failed to stand up. Treachery, we found,
can pay. There 1s no compe-lling economic reason to
tell the truth or keep one’s word. Punishment for the
treacherous in the real world is neither swift nor sure.

Honesty is, in fact, primarily a moral choice.
Business people do tell themselves that, in the long
run, they will do well by doing good. But there is little
factual or logical basis for this conviction. Without
values, without a basic preference of right over wrong,
trust based on such delusion would crumble in the face
of temptation. Most of us choose virtue because we
want to believe in ourselves and because others respect
and believe us.

And due to this, we should be happy. We can be
proud of a system in which people are honest because
they want to be, notbecause they have to be. Materially,
too, trust based on morality provides great advantages.
It allows us to join in great and exciting enterprises that
we could never undertake if we relied on economic
incentives alone.

Economists tell us that trust is enforced in the
market place through retaliation and reputation. If you
violate a trust, your victim is apt to seek revenge and
others are likely to stop doing business with you, at
least under favourable terms. A man or woman with
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a reputation for fair dealing will prosper. Therefore,

profit maximisers are honest. This sounds plausible

enough until you look for concrete examples. Cases

that apparently demonstrate the awful consequences

of trust turn out to be few and weak, while evidence

that treachery can pay seems compelling.

1

According to the passage, what do economists
and ethicists, want us to believe?

(a) Businessmen should always be honest

(b) Businessmen cannot always be honest

(c) Businessmen turn dishonest at times

(d) Businessmen are honest only at times

. What did the author find out about the theory

that ‘honesty is the best policy’®

(a) Itiscorrect on many occasions
(b) Itis correct for all businesses
(c) Itisa useless theory

(d) Itis a theory which seems to be correct
only occasionally

. Why are businessmen, according to the author,

honest in their dealings?
(a) Businessmen are God-fearing

(b) Businessmen choose to be honest
(c) Businessmen are honest by nature

(d) All businessmen are caught if they are
dishonest

. According to the author, which of the following,

1s the reason for being honest in business?
(a) It gives no immediate benefits

(b) It gives no long-term benefits
(c) It makes a person self-seeking
(d) None of the above

. Why does the author say that one can be proud

of the present situation?
(a) People are self-respecting

(b) People are respect-seekers
(c) People are unselfish

(d) People are honest without compulsion

. What is the material advantage which the author

sees in being honest?

(a) It permits one to undertake activities
which may not be economically attractive

(b) It permits one to be honest for the sake of
honesty alone

10.

() Itpermits one to be make alot of profitin
various areas

(d) It permits one to form various trusts to
make profits

. Why do businessmen, according to economists,

remain honest?

(a) Dishonest businessmen can make more
money

(b) Dishonest businessmen make money in
the long run

(c) Dishonest businessmen cannot stay in
business for long

(d) Dishonest businessmen are flogged in the
market place

. Which of the following phrases is most nearly

the same in meaning as the word ‘persuade’ as
it has been used in the passage?
(a) Give an assurance

(b) Give an opinion
(¢) Try to convince

(d) Cheat

. Which of the following is false according to the

passage?

(a) Economists believe that all businessmen
are dishonest

(b) Generally people are honest so as to earn
self-respect

(¢) Virtuous behaviour earns the respect of
others

(d) All dishonest men are not caught

Which of the following best describes what
the author is trying to point out through the
last sentence of the passage, ¢ Cases that...
compelling’?

(a) The consequences of dishonesty

(b) Theories do not seem to be true

(¢) Economists predict correctly

(d) The contradictions in the real world

Practice Set —1

The greatest enemy of mankind, as people have
discovered, is not science, but war. Science merely
reflects the prevailing social forces. It is found that,
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when there is peace, science is constructive; when there
is war, science is perverted to destructive ends. The
weapons which science gives us do not necessarily cause
war; they make war increasingly terrible. Till now, it has
broughtus to the doorstep of doom. Ourmain problem,
therefore, is not to curb science, but to stop war—to
substitute law for force, and international government
for anarchy in the relations of one nation with another.
That is a job in which everybody must participate,
including the scientists. But the bombing of Hiroshima
suddenly woke us up to the fact that we have very
little time. The hour 1s late and our work has
scarcely begun. Now we are face to face with an
urgent question—Can education and tolerance,
understanding and creative intelligence run fast enough
to keep us abreast with our own mounting capacity to
destroy? That is the question which we shall have to
anwer one way or the other in this generation. Science
must help us in arriving at the answer, but the main
decision lies within ourselves.

1. According to the writer, the real enemy of

mankind is not science but war, because

(a) Science merely invents the weapons with
which war 1s fought

(b) Science during wars becomes destructive

(0 The weapons that science invents
necessarily lead to war

(d) The weapons invented by science do not
cause war, though these make it more
destructive

2. War can be stopped if

(a) Science is not allowed to lead us to utter
destruction

(b) We replace force and lawlessness by law
and international government

() Science is restricted to be utilised only
during war time

(d) Weapons invented by science are not used
to launch a war.

3. According to the writer, the main problem we
are faced with is to
(a) Stop science from reflecting social forces
(b) Stop scientific activities everywhere
(c) Abolish war
(d) Prevent scientists from participating in
destructive activities

4.

10.

Our mounting sagacity to destroy can be kept
under control by

(a) Encouraging social forces

(b) Education and broad-mindedness

(c) Insightand constructive thinking

(d) Both (b) and (c) (as above) together

. The expression bring to the doorstep of doom’

means
(a) Carry close to death and destruction
(b) Lead to the threshold of a new destiny
(¢) Indulge in a ruinous activity

(d) Introduces to an unpredictable destiny

. Which one of the following statements is not

implied in the passage?

(a) People needlessly blame science for war

(b) Science is misused for destructive purposes

() Neither science nor the weapons it invents
add to the horrors of war

(d) The role of science in ensuring world
peace is subsidiary to that of man

. Which of the following is opposite in mean-ing

to the word ‘anarchy’ in the passage?
(a) Law and order

(b) Political dominance

(¢) Economic prosperity

(d) Communal harmony

. The phrase ‘our work has scarcely begun’

implies that our work

(a) Has not yet begun

(b) Has only just begun

(c) Has been half-way through

(d) Has begun, but not yet completed

. The expression ‘keep us abreast’in the passage

means
(a) Keep at a distance

() Keep side by side

(c) Hold out a challenge

(d) Prevent from escaping

Which of the following would be the most

suitable title for the passage:
(a) Science and social forces

(b) Science and the horrors of war
(c) Science and world peace

(d) Science and the new generation
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Practice Set —12

We develop the vital bond of attachment between
a mother and her child through a smiling response.

As a visual stimulus, the smile has attained its unique
configuration principally by the simple act of turning
up the corners of the mouth. The mouth is opened
to some extent and the lips pulled back, as in the
expresssion of fear, but with the curling-up of the
corners, the character of the expression of radically
changed. This development has in turn led to the
possibility of another and contrasting facial posture—
that of the down-turned mouth. By adopting a
mouthline that is the complete opposite of the smile
it is possible to signal an anti-smile. Just as laughing,
50 also the unfriendly face has evolved by a pendulum
swing from the friendly face.

But there is more to smiling than a line of the
mouth. As adults, we may be able to convey our
mood by a mere twist of the lips, but the infant
throws much more into the battle. When smiling
at full intensity, it also kicks and waves its arms
about, stretches its hands out towards the stimulus
and moves them about, produces babbling sounds,
tilts back its head and protrudes its chin, leans its
trunk forward or rolls it to one side and exaggerates
its respiration. Its eyes become brighter and may
close slightly, wrinkles appear underneath or
along the eye and sometimes also on the bridge of
the nose; the fold of the skin between the sides of
the nose and the side of the mouth becomes more
accentuated, and the tongue may be slightly
protruded. The body movements seem to indicate
a stuggle on the infant’s part to make contact with
the mother. With its clumsy physique, the baby is
probably showing us all that remains of the ancestral
primate’s clinging response.

1. We recognise a smile by

(a) The turning up of the corners of the
mouth

(b) Opening the mouth, stretching the lips
making them longer and curling up the
corners

(c) Stretching the lips and turning down the
corners while at the same time opening the
mouth a little

(d) Kicking and moving the arms and
stretching the hands towards the opposite
person

(¢ By closing the eyes and making them
brighter

2. An adult can convey his smile by
(a) A mere twist of his lips
(b) Twisting his lips upwards
(¢ Kicking his arms about, producting
babbling noises and breathing hard
(d) Adopting a mouth line completely op-
posite the anti-smile shape

3. Which statement is TRUE?

(a) A baby’ smile is more vigorous than that
of an adult

(b) When compared to adults, 2 baby smiles
more quietly

() It is not possible to speak when one is
smiling, especially when the person is a
baby

(d) Babies make babbling noises, tilt their
heads back and protrude their chin before
they can smile

4. Smiling is an effort on the infant’s part to show

(a) Thatit is happy

(b) Its mother is happy

() That it is struggling to make contact with
its mother

(d) It attempts to develop a vital bond of
attachment which its ape-like ancestors
tried to do by clinging to the mother

5. Match the following with words factually
opposite in meaning

(a) Laughing (a) Smile
(b) Anti-smile () Crying
(¢) Curling up () Frown

(d) Down-turned

Practice Set —12

A vexed problem facing us is the clamour to open more
colleges and to reserve more seats for backward classes.
But it will be a sheer folly to expand such facilities
recklessly without giving any thought to the quality of
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education imparted. If admissions are made far more
selective, it will automatically reduce the number of
entrants. This should apply particularly to new colleges,
many of which are little more than degree factories.
Only then can the authorities hope to bring down the
teacher-student ratio to manageable proportion. What
is more, teachers should be given refresher courses
every summer to brush up their knowledge. Besides,
if college managements increase their library budget it
will help both the staff and the students a great deal.

At the same time, however, it will be unfair to
deny college education to thousands of young
men and women, unless employers stop insisting
on degrees even for clerical jobs. For a start, why
cannot the government disqualify graduates from
securing certain jobs, say Class III and IV posts? Once
the link between degrees and jobs is severed, at least
in some important departments, it will make young
people think twice before joining college.

1. What can automatically help to reduce
admissions?
(a) Tough entrance tests
(b) Discouragement to open new colleges
(c) Selective admissions
(d) Abolishing reservation

2. How can the standards of education be raised?
(a) By admitting only the best students

(b) By opening model institutions
() By discouraging dull students

(d) By reducing the number of new entrants

3. How can teachers be helped to brush up their
knowledge?
(a) By providing better library facilities
(b) By arranging refresher courses
(¢) By providing them more leisure

(d) By persuasive measures

4. The author is not in favour of restricting
admissions
(a) Unless degree are delinked from jobs
() Unless alternative opportunities are
provided
() Unless other incentives are offered
(d) Unless the teacher-student ratio is changed

5. What does the phrase ‘vexed problem’ mean?
(a) An extraordinary problem

(b) A problem which is being discussed at
length

(¢) A difficult problem

(d) An irritating problem

Practice Set —12

Once upon a time there was a shy and quiet octopus.

He nearly always went about on his own because,
although he wanted to have lots of friends, he was too
self-conscious.

One day, the octopus was trying to catch a very
slippery oyster. Before he knew it, he had tied himself
into one massive knot, and he couldn’t move. He tried
with all his strength to wriggle free, but it was no good.
In the end, despite the great embarrassment he felt at
being seen in such a tangle, he had to ask for help from
the passing fish. Many fish swam past, ignoring him,
but one very kind little, fish offered to help untie all
those tentacles from all those suckers.

The octopus felt heartily relieved; when he was
finally set free, but he was so shy that he didn’t dare
talk to the fish and make friends with him. He simply
thanked the fish, and quickly swam off. Later, the
octopus spent the whole night thinking that he had
wasted, a great opportunity to make friends with that
very kind little fish.

A couple of days later the octopus was resting
between some rocks, when he noticed that everyone
around was hurriedly swimming past. He looked into
the distance and saw an enormous fish coming over to
feed in that area. The octopus quickly hid then, peeping
an eye out from his hiding place, he saw that the huge
fish was chasing the kind little fish who had untied him,
That httle fish really needed urgent help, but the big
fish was so dangerous looking that no one dared to go
near. The octopus, remembering how the little fish had
helped him, felt that he had to do whatever he could
to come to his aid.

Without hesitating, the octopus shot out from the
rocks, like a ray. He put himself right in the path of the
giant fish, and before the .fish could do anything about
it, the octopus had shot out the biggest jet of ink of
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his life. He grabbed the little fish, and swam off back
to hide in the rocks. Everything happened so fast that
the big fish had no time to react. However, he soon
recovered from the surprise. Off he went to the rocks,
looking for the octopus and the little fish. Now he.
really wanted to gobble them down!

Soon, though, he began feeling a terrible itch;
first in his gills, and then in his fins, and then all over
his body. It turned out that this giant fish had a very
sensitive skin and the octopus’ dark ink had given him
a terrible allergy!! So the big fish swam away, irritated
all over.

As soon as he was gone, all the fish that had been
hiding came and congratulated the octopus for being
so brave. Then the little fish told them all how he
had helped the octopus a few days eatlier, but he had
never known anyone to end up doing something so
dangerous. Hearing this, the other fish discovered how
nice the shy octopus was, and everyone around was
keen to be friends with such a brave and honourable
octopus.

1. How did the octopus save the little fish?

(a) By asking the little fish to hide before the
big fish could see him.

(b) By putting himself between the big fish
and the little fish and shooting a jet of ink
at the big fish.

(c) By shooting a jet of ink at the big fish and
thus managing to kill it.

(d) By calling out for help from all the other
fish and carrying the little fish to safety.

() By offering his life to the big fish instead
of the life of the little fish.

2. Why did the octopus nave to ask for help from

the passing fish?

(a) He wasbored of swimming alone and thus
asked the fish to accompany him.

(b) He desperately needed to make friends
and thus needed the fish to help him.

(c) Someone had tied him up in a knot and he
could not get himself untied.

(d) He needed help in order to escape from
the big fish that had come to eat him.

(¢) He had gotten himself tied up in a knot
trying to catch an oyster.

3. He nearly always went about on his own

because, although he wanted to have lots of

friends, he was too self-conscious. How can this

sentence be best reframed without changing its

meaning?

(a) Having many friends, he was self-conscious
despite being alone.

(b) Being alone, he had many friends despite
being self-conscious.

(c) Being self-conscious, he went about alone
despite wanting to have many friends.

(d) Being alone, he was self-conscious despite
wanting to have many friends.

(¢) Having many friends, he went about alone
despite being self-conscious.

. Which of the following characteristics can be

attributed to the little fish from the story?
(A) Kind

(B) Persuasive

(© Shy
(a) Only (A) and (C)
(b) Only (4)

(© All(A), (B)and (O)
(@ Only (B)
(¢) Only (B) and (C)

. “The octopus, remembering how the little fish

had helped him, feel that he had to do whatever
he could to come to his aid” What feeling of
the octopus towards the little fish does his line
signify?

(a) Revenge

(¢) Gratitude
(¢) Repentance

(b) Suspicion
(d) Compassion

. ‘Now he really wanted to gobble them down!’

What emotion of the big fish does this sentence
convey?

(b) Pleasure
(d) Helplessness

(a) Happiness
(©) Anger
() Fear

. Why did all the fish congratulate the octopus?

(a) He had bravely saved the little fish from
being eaten by the big fish.

(b) He had successfully gotten himself untied
all by himself.
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(¢) He had managed to kill the big fish all
along and thus saved the lives of all the
other fish.

(d) He had finally managed to make a large

number of friends in the ocean.

(¢) He had saved the little fish from the
clutches of the oyster.

8. Which of the following can be the most
appropriate title for the passage/story?
(a) The Brave But Shy Octopus

() The Tiniest Fish
(¢) The Fishes of the Ocean
(d) The Big Hungry Fish
(¢ The Dumb Octopus
9. Which of the following characteristics can be

attributed to the octopus from the story?
(A) Troublesome

(B) Noble
(©) Brave (A) Only (B)
(b) Only (4)

() Only (A) and (B)
(d) Only (B) and (C)
(€ All(A), (B) and (O)
10. Why did the big fish swim away?

(a) He got scared looking at the huge octopus
and decided not to attack the little fish.

(b) He was driven away by the other fish.

(c) He was unable to locate the octopus and
the fish.

(d) He got a terrible itch all over his body
from the octopus ink.

(¢) He decided that he would not be able
to handle both the octopus and the fish
together.

Practice Set —12

It was in the offing. With shortages mounting across

the board for water as they are for energy, it was only
inevitable that the Central government would be stirred
into starting a Bureau of Water Efficiency (BWE),
much like the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) that
was launched some years ago.

Early reports suggest that the draft norms for
various sectors consuming water will be created by
the BWE soon. The alarm bells have been ringing for
some years now. Water availability per capita in India
has fallen from about 5 million litres in the 1950s to
1.3 million litres in 2010- that’s a staggering 75 per cent
drop in 50 years. Nearly 60 per cent of India’s aquifers
have slumped to critical levels in just the last 15 years.
The rate at which borewells are being plunged in every
city with no law to ban such extraction, groundwater
tables have depleted alarmingly.

The BEE’ efforts in the last seven years have only
been cosmetic. The bureau has looked at efficiency
rating systems for white goods in the domestic sector,
and has not paid attention to the massive consumption
of energy in metals manufacture, paper and textiles.
These sectors are very intense in both energy and water
consumption. But very little attention has been paid to
the water and energy used per tonne of steel or cement
or aluminum that we buy, and without significant
changes in these areas, the overall situation is unlikely
to change.

Use of wateris inextricably interlinked with energy.
One does not exist without the other. The BWE should
steer clear of the early mistake of BEE- of focusing
on the softer target’s in the domestic sector. Nearly
80 per cent of fresh water is used by agriculture, with
industry coming a close second. The domestic sector’s
consumption of fresh water is in single digit. So the
BWZE?s priority should be to look at measures that will
get farmers and industrialists to follow good practices
in water use. Water resources have to be made, by
law, an indivisible national asset. The protection and
withdrawal of this resource, as well as its sustainable
development are of general importance and therefore
in the public interest. This will mean that individuals
and organizations may own land but not water or the
other resources that lie below the first 20 metres of
the surface of those lands. Drilling of borewells into
such national assets will have to be banned or at the
very least they must be regulated. What would be more
sensible for the new water bureau to do would be to
look at some of the low hanging fruits that can be
plucked and pretty quickly with laws that can emantate
from the centre, without the risk of either dilution
or inaction from state administrations. The other
tactical approach that the BWE can adopt is to devise
a policy that addresses the serious water challenge
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in industry segments across a swathe of companies
this will be easier than taking on the more disparate
domestic sector which hurts the water crisis less than
industry. Implementing a law is more feasible when
the concentration is dense and identifiable. Industry
offers this advantage more than the domestic or the
commercial sector of hotels and offices.

As for agriculture, though the country’s water
requirement is as high as 80 per cent, the growing
of water within the loop in agriculture de-risks the
challenge of any perceived deficit. Rice, wheat,
sugarcane are crops that need water-logging, which
ensures groundwater restoration. Surface water
evaporation doesn’t amount to any more than 7-8 per
cent and only strengthens precipitation and rainfall.

Agriculture and water need is not quite as much
a threat as industry and domestic sectors that account
for the rest of the 20 per cent.

The primary challenge in industry and the
building sector is that no conscious legal measures
have been enacted that stipulate ‘growing your own
water” with measures that will ‘put all water in a loop’
in any residential or commercial building; This involves
treating all used water to a grade that it can be ‘upcycle’
for use in flush tanks and for gardens across all our
cities with the polluter owning the responsibility for
treating and for reuse. The drop in fresh water demand
can be dramatic with such upcycle, reuse, and recycle
of treated water. Water by itself in industry and the
domestic sector, is not as much a challenge as pollution
of water. Not enough measures exist yet to ensure
that such polluters shift the water back for reuse. If
legislation can ensure that water is treated and reused
for specific purposes within industry as well as in the
domestic sector, this will make all the difference to the
crisis on fresh water.

So 1s the case in industry, especially in sectors like
textiles, aluminium and steel. Agriculture offers us the
amusing irony of the educated ur-banites dependent
on cereals like rice and wheat that consume 4000 litres
of water for every Kilogramme, while the farmer lives
on the more nutritious millets that consume less than
half the quantity. Sugarcane consumes as much as
12,000 litres of water for a kilo of cane that you buy!

A listing of such correlations of water used by
every product that we use in our daily lives will make
much better sense than any elaborate rating system

from the newly formed BWE. Such sensitizing with
concerted awareness campaigns that the new Bureau
drives will impact the urban consumer more than all
the research findings that experts can present. What is
important for us is to understand the life-cycle impact
in a way that we see the connect between a product
that we use and the resources it utilizes up to the point
where we bring the visible connect to destruction of
natural resources of our ecosystems.

1. How, according to the author, can the bureau
sensitize the urban consumer about careful uti-
lization of water?

(a) By encouraging them to consume more
rice instead of millets daily and thereby
reduce the amount of water consumption.

(b) By providing them more insight into the
water consumption cycle of the textile,
aluminium and steel industries.

(¢) By making them aware of the linkages
between water consumption for daily
activities and the resource utilization
and subsequent ecological destruction
associated with it.

(d) By publishing research findings of experts
in popular media whereby people gain
awareness on the impact of water misuse.

(¢ By conducting elaborate drives which
notify the urban population about the pen-
alties levied on misuse of water resources.

2. Why, according to the-author, is the water
consumption for agricultural activities the least
risky?

(a) Proportion of water consumed for
agricultural activities is much less as com-
pared to that consumed for domestic and
industrial purposes,

(b) Most farmers are aware of the popular
methods of water conservation and hence
do not allow wastage of water.

(¢ Water 1is
groundwater restoration due to water-

fairly recycled through

logging and surface water evaporation.

(d) Farmers in India mostly cultivate crops
that require less amount of water.

(¢) None of these
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3. Which of the following is possibly the most

appropriate title for the passage?

(a) Water Challenges in the New Millennium

(b) The Bureau of Water Efficiency Vs the
Bureau of Energy Efficiency

(¢) Unchecked Urban Consumption of Water

(d) Challenges of the Agricultural Sector and
Water Resources

(¢) The Route to Conservation of Water
Resources

. What does low-hanging fruits that can be
plucked, and pretty quickly’ mean in the context
of the passage?

(a) The bureau should employ the cheapest
methods possible to effectively control the
current situation of improper usage of
water resources.

(b) The bureau should target the industrial
sector as well as the domestic sector to re-
duce water wastage.

(¢) The bureau should target the agricultural
sector only for producing quick results in
reducing wastage of water.

(d) The bureau should ensure that all the state
officials concerned with the measures are
actively involved.

(¢ The bureau should start with adopting
measures which are simple to execute and
produce immediate results in reducing
water wastage.

. Which of the following, according to the
author, is/are the indications of a water crisis?
(A) Many agrarian areas in the country are

facing a drought-like situation.

(B) Almost three-fifth of the naturally available
water has been reduced to a very critical
level in a relatively short span of time.

(©) There has been a significant drop in the
availability of water over the past fifty
years

@ Only (B)

() Only (4) and (©)

(© Only (©)

(d) Only (B) and (C)

(€ All(A), (B) and (O)

6. The author suggests that the Bureau of Water

Efficiency devises a strategy or makes laws to
meet water challenges in the industrial segments
rather than the domestic segments because

(a) The industrial sector is the only one thatis
in a position to reduce its water consump-
tion by a significant margin.

(b) There is comparatively less serious water
misuse in the domestic sector

(¢) Itwouldbe easytoidentify the consumption
patterns in the industrial sector because of
its density and visibility.

(d) The industrial sector would be capable of
paying the fines levied by the Bureau for
water misuse whereas the domestic sector
would be in no such position.

(¢ The industrial sector would be easier
to manage in terms of making them
understand the importance of water con-
servation.

. Which of the following, according to the author,

is/are the step/s that the Bureau of Water Effi-

clency can take to ensure proper utilization of

water resources?

(A) Put in place measures that ensure proper
water usage.

(B) Concentrate on the water consumption
patterns of the domestic sector alone.

(©) Monitor carefully the activity of digging
borewells.

(a) Only (A) and (C)
(b) Only (A; and (B)
(© Only (&)

(d) Only (B) and (C)
(€ All(A), (B) and (O)

. Which of the following is true about the

Bureau of Energy Efficiency, in the context of

the passage?

(A) It failed to pay adequate attention to
industries like met-al. textiles. Etc., in
terms of energy consumption.

(B) It focused on rating systems for efficient
use of goods in the domestic sector.

(©) It mostly focused on the energy
consumption in the domestic sector.
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®
®)
©
@
©

Only (A) and (C)
Only (A) and (B)

Only (A)

Only (B) and (C)
All (A), (B) and (C)

Directions (9- 12): Choose the word/group of
words which is most similar in meaning to the word/

12. DRAMATIC

(a) remarkable
(c) theatrical
(e) staged

®)
@

moving

histrionic

Directions (188-190): Choose the word/group
of words which is MOST OPPOSITE, in meaning to
the word/group of words printed in BOLD as used in

group of words printed in bold as used in the passage. the passage.
9. COSMETIC 13. INTENSE ‘
(a) enhancive (b) beauty (a) smooth (b) serious
(c) augmentative (d) superficial (© low (d) diluted
(e) aesthetic (e) jovial
10. STAGGERING 14. TACTICAL ‘
(a) weaving (b) astounding () unplanned (b) uniform
(¢) lurching (d) stumbling (¢) devious (d) premeditated
(¢) unsteady () deformed
11. CONSCIOUS 15. INEVITABLE
(a) unknown (b) mindful (a) certain (b) unforeseeable
(c) self-aware (d) awake (c) unavoidable  (d) inescapable
(e) alert (e) predictable
C ANSWERKEY
Set 1 Set 2 Set 3 Set 4 Set 5
L ®) L@ L (© 1 @ L ()
2. (@ 2. @ 2. 2. () 2. (d)
3@ 3. 3. (d) 3. () 3. ©
4 0 4 0 4 0 4 (© 4 ©
5 (@ 5. (© 5. () 5. (d) 5. (a)
6. (a) 6. (a) 6. (e)
7. (© 7. (b) 7. (e)
8. () 8. (d)
9. (b) 9. ®)
10. (a) 10. (b)
Set 6 Set 7 Set 8 Set 9 Set 10
L @© L@ L (© 1 @ 1 ()
2 ®) 2 © 2 @ 2 ) 2 ®)
3. (@ 3. () 3. (d) 3. (a) 3. (b)
4 © 4 @ 4 0 4 @ 4@
5. () 5. () 5 (@ 5. () 5. (d)
6. ©
7. ©
8. (©
9. (a)
10. ()
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Set 11 Set 12 Set 13
1. @ 1. (b) 1. (¢
2. (b) 2. (d) 2. (a)
3. (0 3. (a) 3. (b)
4. (d) 4. (d) 4. (a)
5. (a) 5. (a): (b) 5. (d)
6 © b): @

7. () ©: @

8 ()

9. ()

10. (o)

Set 14 Set 15

1. (b) 1. (¢ 11. (b)

2. (e) 2. (o) 12. (a)

3. (0 3. (e) 13. (o)

4. (b) 4. (e) 14. (a)

5 () 5. () 15. (b)

6. (0 6. (b)

7. (a) 7. (a)

8. (a) 8. (b

9. (d) 9. (d)

10. (d) 10. (b)

11. (b)



OBJECTIVE
COMPREHENSION-I1

IShort Paragraphs |

Of late, 2 new trend has set in with respect to
comprehension. Earlier, the comprehension passages
were of a moderate size in case of CDS, NDA and
lengthy in case of CAT and some other examinations
conducted by management institutes. Now a one line
passage or very short passages comprising only two or
three sentences are set. Students have need notbecome
unduly answers; they must keep their cool. In fact, the
work has become easier than before because it is more
convenient to recollect ideas contained in two or three
lines than those from along passage. Candidates should
read the passage and compute the points in their minds.
On the basis of the points they can locate the main idea
or the motive around which these points have been
illustrated. Normally, in a short passage there is a basic
idea and all points are given to illustrate or analyse, or
prove the central idea. The answer must confirm to the
central idea. The accessory or secondary points may
be true but they have a partial identity only and thus
they cannot be the correct answers. We may illustrate
it through the MLE (Motive, Location, Elimination),
technique. Let us understand the technique through an

example (Examplel) from the Bank PO Examination,
Madras, March 1996.

MLE (Motive Location Elimination
(Techniques

EXAMPLE -1

One of the important humanitarian by-products of
technology i1s the greater dignity and value that it
imparts to human labour. In a highly industrialised
society, there is no essential difference between
Brahmin and Dalit, Muslim and Hindu; they are equally
useful and hence equally valuable, for in the industrial
society individual productivity fixes the size of the pay
cheque and this fixes the social status.
This paragraph best supports the statement that—
1. There side-effects of
technology

are numerous

2. Labour force is treated well in modern day
industries

3. Division of labour based on caste was justified

4. There are individual differences in industrial
productivity
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5. Size of the pay and social status contradict
each other

Points that illustrate the motive are:
1. Industry makes no difference between caste
and religion
2. In industrial society social status comes from
individual performance
In fact both points reinforce the motive of the
passage. Refer to Fig. 2.1.

EXAMPLE -2

The only true education comes through the stimulation
of the child’s powers by the demands of the social
situations in which he finds himself. Through these
demands he is stimulated to act as 2a member of a unit,
to emerge from his original narrowness of action and
feeling, and to conceive himself from the standpoint
of the welfare of the group to which he belongs.
The paragraph best supports the statement that
real education
1. Is not provided in our schools today
2. Comes from the self-centred approach of the
students
3. Comes through the interaction with social
situations
4. Will take place if the children are physically
strong
5. Will take place if the children imbibe action and
feeling

Passage

 —

Motive location Elimination

Industry gives
dignity to
labour

On reading the passage carefully we locate that
the motive of the author is to say that the interaction
between child and society gives true education. Other
points are secondary in identifying and reinforcing this
basic idea or motive.

Now let us eliminate incorrect responses through
MLE Technique.

Alternative 1: It is wrong as this is not the motive
of the author

Alternative 2: It is wrong

Alternative 3: It is the right answer as it is the
main idea or motive

Alternative 4: It is wrong because it is a partial
fact

Alternative 5: It is wrong as it is also a partial
fact

Practice Set —12

Throughout the ages the businessman has helped build

civilisation’s great cities, provide people with luxuries
and artists with patronage, and lift his fellow-citizens
to understand the standard of living. In the last few
centuries the businessman has seeded the Industrial
Revolution around the world.

Q. The paragraph best supports the statement that
the businessman—
(a) Isaccountable to the society
(b) Is the beneficiary of the Industrial
Revolution

Answer Alternatives

1. True but not the main idea
2. True and motive also

3. Wrong according to the passage
4. True but not the motive
5. Wrong

Fig 2.1 MLE Technique
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(¢) Has contributed to the growth of
civilisation
(d) Is capable of raising his standard of living

(e) Lives a luxurious and comfortable life

Practice Set —12

Through advertising, manufacturers exercise a high

degree of control over consumer’s desires. However,
the manufacturer assumes enormous risks in attempting
to predict what consumers will want and in producing
goods in quantity and distributing them in advance of
the final selection by the consumers.

Q. The paragraph best supports the statement that

manufacturers—

(a) Can eliminate the risk of overproduction
by advertising

(b) Distribute goods directly to the consumers

(c) Can predict with great accuracy the success
of any product they put on the market

(d) Must depend finally upon the consumers
for the success of their undertakings

() Always take moderate and calculated risk

Practice Set —12

The school has always been the most important means
of transferring the wealth of tradition from one
generation to the next. This applies today in an even
higher degree than in former times for, through the
modern development of economic life, the family’s
role as the bearer of tradition and education has
become weak.

Q. The paragraph best supports the statement that
for transferring the wealth of tradition from
one generation to the next—

(a) Economic development plays a crucial
role

(b) There are means other than the school

(c) Family, as ever, is the most potent means

(d) Several different sources must be tried

(¢) Modern technology must be put to use

Practice Set —12

The attainment of individual and organisational

goals is mutually interdependent and linked by a
common denominator—employee work motivation.
Organisation members are motivated to satisfy their
personal goals, and they contribute their efforts to the
attainment of organisational objectives as means of
achieving these personal goals.

Q. The paragraph best supports the statement that

motivation—

(a) Is crucial for the survival of an individual
and organisation

(b) Is the external force which induces an
individual to contrbute his efforts

(c) Makes organisation and society inseparable

(d) Is the product of an individual’s physical
and mental energy

(¢) Encourages an individual to give priority

to personal goals over organisational goals

Practice Set —12

The prevention of accidents makes it necessary thatnot
only safety devices be used to guard exposed machinery
but also that mechanics be instructed in safety rules
which they must follow for their own protection, and
that the lighting in the plant be adequate.

Q. The paragraph best supports the statement that
industrial accidents—
(a) May be due to ignorance

(b) Can be eliminated with the help of safety
rules

() Usually result from inadequate machinery
(d) Cannot be entirely overcome
() Are always avoidable

Practice Set —12

To forgive an injury is often considered to be a sign
of weakness; it is actually a sign of strength. It is easy
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to allow oneself to be carried away by resentment and
hate into an act of vengeance; but it takes a strong
character to restrain those natural passions. The man
who forgives an injury proves himself to be superior
to the man who wronged him and puts the wrong-doer
to shame.

Q. This paragraph best supports the statement that—

(a) A person of calm and composed nature
has depth of thought and vision

(b) People tend to forgive the things that
happened in the past

(c) Natural passions are difficult to suppress

(d) The sufferer alone knows the intensity of
his sufferings

(¢) Mercy is the noblest form of revenge

Practice Set —12

The consumption of harmful drugs by the people
can be prevented not only by banning their sale in
the market but also by instructing users about their
dangerous effects which they must understand for their
safety. Also the drug addicts may be provided with
proper medical facilities for their rehabilitation. This
will help in scaling down the use of drugs.

Q. The paragraph best supports the statement that
consumption of harmful drugs—
(a) May be channelised through a proper

system

(b) Canbe eliminated with the help of banning
their sale

(c) Are on an increase in the society
(d) Are due to lack of medical facilities
(¢) Can always be reduced

Practice Set —12

The virtue of art is that it does not allow the work to be
interfered with or immediately ruled by anything other
than itself. It insists that it alone shall touch the work
in order to bring it into being. Art requires that nobody
shall attain the work except through art itself.

Q. The paragraph best supports the statement

that—

(a) Artis for the sake of art and life

(b) Artis for the sake of art alone

() The artist should use his art for the sake of
society

(d) Art is governed by external rules and
conditions

(¢) The artist realises his dreams through his

artistic creation

Practice Set —12

One of the important humanitarian by-products of
technology i1s the greater dignity and value that it
imparts to human labour. In a highly industrialised
society, there is no essential difference between
Brahmin and Dalit, Muslim and Hindu; they are equally
useful and hence equally valuable, for in the industrial
society individual productivity fixes the size of the pay
cheque and this fixes social status.

1. The paragraph best supports the statement
that—

(a) Industrial society is a great leveller of men

(b) Technology decides the individual’s social
status

() All individuals, irrespective of caste and
creed, and born equal

(d) Castes and religions are man-made

(¢) Human labour has dignity and value

Practice Set —12

There is a shift in our economy from a manufacturing

one to a service-oriented one. The increase in the
service sector will require the managers to work more
with people rather than with objects and things from
the assembly line.

Q. The paragraph best supports the statement
that—
(a) Inter-Personal skills will become more
important in the future workplace
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(b) Service organisations will not deal with
objects and things

(¢) Manufacturing organisations ignore the
importance of people

(d) Assembly line will exist in service
organisations

(¢) Managers should have a balanced mind

Practice Set —12

Satisfaction with co-workers, promotion opportunities,
the nature of work, and pay go with high performance.
Among those with weak growth needs, no such
relationship 1s present and, in fact, satisfaction with
promotion opportunities goes with low performance.

Q. This paragraph best supports the statement

that—

(a) High performance is essential for
organisational effectiveness

(b) Every organisation has few employees
having weak growth needs

() Relationship between job satisfaction and
performance is moderated by growth need

(d) Job satisfaction and performance are
directly and closely related

(e) Satisfaction is an inevitable organisational
variable

Practice Set —12

People need to determine whether or not their

opinions are correct and to obtain an accurate appraisal
of their abilities. The individual’s opinions and beliefs,
as well as his evaluation of his abilities are important
determinants of his behaviour. Correct opinions and
accurate appraisals of ability from others are likely to
lead to satisfying or rewarding behaviour; incorrect
beliefs and/or inaccurate appraisals of ability lead to
unpleasant consequences.

Q. This paragraph best supports the statement
that—
(a) People need to depend on others to satisfy
their needs

(b) Every individual has some ability and
some emotions

(c) Most individuals are not correct in their
opinions and beliefs

(d) There exists a drive among individuals to
evaluate their opinions and abilities

(¢) Appraisal of abilities is a continuous
activity

Practice Set —12

Among the elite of metropolitan India, things are
gradually changing. Women are being recognised by
employers, particularly in the corporate sector, as
temperamentally suited to the information age. Visit
any advertising agency or ad-film maker’s office and
the male-female ratio leans heavily towards the female
population.

Q. This paragraph best supports the statement

that—

(a) Women are heading most of the agencies
or ad-film makers’ offices

(b) Women are believed to be more equipped
to handle infotech

(c) Only elite women join the corporate sector

(d) Male-Female ratio in the society is gradually
changing

(¢) Women have advantage of their sex in
employment

Practice Set —12

Moral education centres upon this conception of the
school as 2 mode of social life, that the best and the
deepest moral training is precisely that which one gets
through having to enter into proper relations with
others in a unity of work and thought. The present
educational systems, so far as they destroy or neglect
this unity, render it difficult or impossible to get any
genuine, regular moral training.

Q. This paragraph best supports the statement
that—

(a) Society survives on moral values
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(b) Mortality is based on proper relations with
others

() Schools must teach the basic principles of
social life

(d) Morality differs from place to place and is
situation bound

() It is the responsibility of any education
system to impart moral education

Practice Set —12

The school is primarily a social institution. Education
being a social process, the school is simply that form
of community life in which all those agencies are
concentrated which will be most effective in bringing
the child to share in the inherited resources of the race,
and to use his/her own powers for social ends.

Q. This paragraph best supports the statement

that—

(a) Education is a process of living and not a
preparation for future living

(b) Education in the real sense is not
provided in our schools today

(¢ Education teaches how to share the
inherited treasures

(d) The school, as an institution, should
simplify existing social life

(¢) Children are endowed with immense
powers

Practice Set —12

Accidents on roads can be prevented, provided the
quality of roads is improved and the drivers are
instructed in safety rules which they must follow for
their own protection. It is also necessary that the
illumination on the roads is adequate so as to prevent
accidents at night.

Q. This paragraph best supports the statement
that—
(a) Road accidents are solely due to improper
llumination
() Road accidents result in large number of

deaths

(¢) Road accidents are man-made and are
always avoidable

(d) Safety rules are not taught propetly to all
drivers

(e) Safety mustbe the uppermostin the minds

of road dnivers

Practice Set —12

In the final analysis, the wealth of a country is based
upon its power to develop and to effectively utilise the
innate capacities of its people. It takes skilled human
agents to discover and exploit natural resources, to
mobilise capital, to develop technology, to produce
goods, and to carry out trade. Indeed, if a country is
unable to develop its human resources, it cannot build
anything else, whether it be 2 modern political system,
a sense of national unity, or a prosperous economy.

Q. This paragraph best supports the statement

that—

(a) The wealth of a country resides in several
types of resources

() Natural resources play a vital role in
human development

(¢) Human resources constitute the ultimate
basis for the wealth of nations

(d) Capital and natural resources are active
factors of production

(¢ The economic development of nations
is ultimately the result of proper and
effective planning and coordination

Practice Set —12

People need to determine whether or not their
opinions are correct and to obtain an accurate appraisal
of their abilities. The individual’s opinions and beliefs,
as well as his evaluation of his abilities are important
determinants of his behaviour. Correct opinions and
accurate appraisals of ability from others are likely to
lead to satisfying or rewarding behaviour; incorrect
beliefs and/or inaccurate appraisals of ability lead to
unpleasant consequences.
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Q. This paragraph best supports the statement
that—

(a) Individuals seek feedback from others to
evaluate the correctness of their opinions
and beliefs

() All human behaviour has certain
antecedents

(¢ All human behaviour is purposive and
goal-oriented

(d) All individuals want rewards and avoid
punishments

(¢) An individual’s personality determines his
social behaviour

( ANSWERKEY

1 () 4 (e 7. (®)
2. () 5. (b) 8. ()
3. () 6. (o) 9. (e

10. (a) 13. (b) 16. ()
1. () 14. (b) 17. @©
12. (a) 15. () 18. (a)



CHAPTER 3

OBJECTIVE
COMPREHENSION-III

There is still another variation in which the passage
is short, comprising one or two sentences, but the
questions are many. This variation is also easier than
the longer passages because it is easy to read and
comprehend the passage and recall the points. You
can glean the points separately and mark them on a
rough page or keep them in memory. On the basis of
Information Elimination and Inference formula the
correct answers can be located. Let us take an example
from the practice set itself:

The surprisingly abundant life of the Indian Ocean is
confined to the upper layers; the deeper and especially
the bottom waters are devoid of oxygen and are often
permeated with hydrogen sulphide.
1. The passage gives the information about
1. The life of the people near the Indian
Ocean
2. The reason why life exists in particular
water layers
3. The reason why oxygen is not found in the
bottom layers

The reason why hydrogen sulphide is
found in the bottom layers
The life of the people who sail across the

Indian Ocean

Now we may glean the points:

®
®)
©

Life exists in the upper layers of the ocean
Deeper/bottom layers have no oxygen

They have hydrogen sulphide

These three points have been made in this

passage. Now let us apply our elimination

technique.

®
®)
©

@
©

This is outside the boundary of the
passage. Thus it is wrong;

This 1s correct because the writer explains
why life does not exist in deeper layers
(Simple Inference).

This is wrong as no reason has been given.
This is wrong as no reason has been given

Not relevant and thus it is wrong

I may like to add that locating the motive of the
writer as we have done in variation 2 will further

help even in this case. The motive of the writer
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is to communicate that life exists only in the
upper layers of the ocean as the deeper layers
have no oxygen. The motive helps us hit the
choice B most immediately.

2. The bottom waters of the Indian Ocean

(a) Have no oxygen

(b) Have large amounts of oxygen

(c) Contain alot of sea plants and animals

(d) Have no hydrogen sulphide

(¢) Contain oxygen and hydrogen sulphide

Alternative: (a) Yes (b) No. (¢) No. (d) No.
(d) No.

Alternatives  (b), (c), (d) and (e) are easily
eliminated in accordance with
the information available in this
passsage.

This process can be illustrated by this figure:
Step 1

Locate motive
Step 2
Glean points
Step 3
Solve the questions by IE| formula

Fig. 3.1 MIEI Formula

Practice Set —1

The surprisingly abundant life of the Indian Ocean is
confined to the upper layers; the deeper and especially
the bottom waters are devoid of oxygen and are often
permeated with hydrogen sulphide.

1. The passage gives the information about
(a) The life of the people near the Indian
Ocean
(b) The reason why life exists in particular
water layers

(¢) The reason why oxygen is not found in the
bottom layers

(d) The reason why hydrogen sulphide is
found in the bottom layers

() The life of the people who sail across the
Indian Ocean

. The bottom waters of the Indian Ocean

(a) Have no oxygen

(b) Have large amounts of oxygen

(c) Contain alot of sea plants and animals
(d) Have no hydrogen sulphide

(¢) Contain hydrogen sulphide

. The waters of the Indian Ocean

(a) Are devoid of life

(b) Are always permeated with hydrogen
sulphide

(c) Have life only in the lower layers

(d) Lack life and it is very surprising

(¢) Have life only in the upper layers

. Which of the following is the most opposite of

the word ABUNDANT, as used in the passage?
(a) Plentiful

(b) Minute

() msufficient
(d) Meagre

(e) Tiny

. The passage suggests which one of the

following:
(a) Observers are surprised at abundant life
exists in the Indian Ocean

(b) Hydrogen sulphide is necessary to life

(c) Both oxygen and hydrogen sulphide are
necessary to life

(d) Oxygen is not necessary for marine life

() There are different layers of waters in the
ocean

Practice Set —1

Although a smiling face often disguises the mind and
heart of a villain, an indiscriminate generalisation of
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this phenomenon will do injustice to the innocent (d) Reveals
children whose faces bloom like flowers. (e) Discloses
1. The intention of the author seems to be 5. Which of the following is most opposite of
(a) To point out to an exception to the general the word INDISCRIMINATE as used in the
rule sentence?

() To argue in favour of children who are
sometimes guilty

(¢ To forcefully defend the kind acts of
villains

(d) To give justice to the generous actions of
everyone

(¢) To create a favourable opinion about
people with smiling faces

. The author of the sentence accepts the fact that

(a) All the things that appear most beautiful
are the ugliest within

(b) The faces of innocent children disguise ill
acts

(¢) The faces of innocent children are as
pleasing as the flowers in bloom

(d) An indiscriminate generalisation is
justifiable in this case

() The faces of the villains are never smiling

. The author feels that an indiscriminate

generalisation of the phenomenon

(a) Would brand all people with smiling faces
as villains

(b) Would do justice to the children who are
guilty

(¢) May lead good people to involve in ill
actions

(d) Would prevent villains from committing ill
acts

() Should be done in all cases except children
and flowers

. Which of the following is most nearly the same
in meaning as the word DISGUISES,; as used in
the sentence?

(a) Reflects

(b) Proves

(c) Conceals

(a) Promiscuous

() Selective

(¢) Undistinguished
(d) Broad

(¢) Conspicuous

Practice Set —1

A man of disarming candour and unexpected wit
delivered in those unmistakable Rameshwaram
cadences, Kalam Saheb and his team epitomise
perseverance and pride in things Indian when it is no
longer the flavour of the times. His stewardship of the
Integrated Guided Missile Development Programme
(IGMDP) and the vision that underpins it could well
define the kind of profile the nation is likely to acquire
in the global comity in the next century.

1. ‘It is no longer the flavour of the times’ in this
context means
(a) Apicture of the food habits of the modern
people
(b) A picture of the habits of the youth of

modern India

(¢ An idea of the habits and likings of
modern Indians

(d) A picture of the true Indian

2. The vision in this passage stands for
(a) Kalam’s stewardship

(b) Target of IGMDP
(¢) The dream of the global comity
(d) The picture of the next century

3. The passage reveals that perseverance
(a) Has always been in Indian character

(b) Was a trait of Indian character earlier
(c) Isa trait of Indian character now

(d) Has neverbeen a trait of Indian Character
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Practice Set —1

The current political turmoil in India is more or

less synonymous with the turmoil in Hindu society
arising out of conflicting global ideologies and the
obsolescence of the Manu code of behaviour for
Hindus. Hinduism owed its survival not only to the
phenomenon of enlightened gurus and seers over
the centuries—from Adi Shankara and Ramanuja to
Ramakrishna Paramhansa; Vivekananda and Maharshi
Ramana—but also because Hindu society was quick
to adjust itself to the changing times and people and
believed in assimilation and absorption rather than
exclusivist faith.

1. The passage hints a similarity
(a) Between Vivekananda and Rama-krishna
(b) Between Hinduism and current political
crisis
(c) Between current political crisis and the
turmoil in Hindu society
(d) Global ideologies and obsolescence of the

Manu code

2. Hinduism survived

(a) Only because of enlightened gurus

(b) Only because of its quality to adjust itself
to the changing times

(c) Only because of its assimilative quality

(d) Because it has synthesised its assimilative
absorbing quality with the enlightenment
of its thinkers over a long time

3. The passage suggests that

(a) The elightened gurus have done harm to
Hinduism

() The current political turmoil in India is the
consequence of Guru’s teachings

(¢) The obsolescence of the Manu code of
behaviour has come in conflict with global
ideologies

(d) Hinduism is the cause of current political
turmoil

Practice Set —1

Following chaotic scenes in the Lok Sabha—with

a clamorous Congress sticking to its demands for
dropping the DMK from the UF and the DMK
responding by calling for a debate on the Thakkar
Commission’s controversial findings—an anguished
Speaker PA Sangma had little option but to adjourn the
House sine dje. With Parliament having been put into
cold storage, the politics of durbar manoeuvring—at
which the Congress, in particular, is a pastmaster—
will inevitably come to the fore. While wheeling—
dealing will be the order of the day, when the scene
shifts to Rashtrapati Bhavan, the President assuredly
will exercise his prerogative in the best interest of the
country.

1. The passage expresses the fear that

(a) The politics of wheeling-dealing will
prevail

() The politics of manoeuvring will come to
an end

(¢) The President may not work in the interest
of the people

(d) The Speaker’s act might have been
prompted by ordinary factors

2. The passage suggest that
(a) Congress was very weak in political
strategy
(b) Congress was a pastmaster in politics of
manoeuvring
(¢ P.A. Sangma had many options
(d) The President will have no choice

3. The author is of the opinion
(a) That Congress party has behaved very well
(b) That P.A. Sangma has done what many
would have done
(c) That the President will use discretion
(d) That DMK should have been dropped
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C ANSWER KEY
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CHAPTER 4

SPOTTING ERRORS:

IMPORTANT RULES

Spotting errors is a common test and forms a part
of almost all the important examinations that have
objective English test on their syllabi. It requires an
awareness of the basic rules of grammar—parts of
speech, noun, pronoun, adjective, adverb, preposition,
conjunction, genders, infinitives, participles, subject-
verb accord, form of tenses, use of articles and certain
exceptional usages.

Hence, it is necessary that all candidates taking
up these examinations brush up their essentials of
grammar with the help of the grammar books that
they have read at their intermediate level. After
this initial exercise they should learn or revise the
following rules that are given below in the form of
practical tips with illustrative examples. The practice
test must be done carefully and repeatedly to ensure
full competence and confidence.

Rules and Examples

1. Some nouns always take a singular verb.
Scenery, advice, information, machinery,
stationery, furniture, abuse, fuel, rice, gram,
issue, bedding, repair, news, mischief,
poetry, business, economics, physics,
mathematics, classics, ethics, athletics,
innings, gallows.

Note:

(a) The scenery of Kashmir are enchanting;

(Incorrect)
(b) The scenery of Kashmir is enchanting, (Correct)
(a) He has given advices. (Incorrect)
(b) He has given advice. (Correct)

(a) The Indian team defeated the English by

innings. (Incorrect)
(b) The Indian team defeated the English by an
innings. (Correct)

(a) Mathematics are a difficult subject. (Incorrect)
(b) Mathematics is a difficult subject. (Correct)

If you have to indicate that the number of
news, advice, information or furniture is more
than one, the examples listed can be followed.

() Thave alot of news to tell you.

(b) He has sold many pieces of his furniture.

. Some nouns are singular in form, but they

are used as plural nouns and always take a
plural verb.

Cattle, gentry, vermin, peasantry, artillery,
people, clergy, company, police.

(a) The cattle is grazing in the ground(Incorrect)

(b) The cattle are grazing in the ground
(Correct)
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(a) The clergy is in the church (Incorrect)
(b) The clergy are in the church (Correct)

3. Some nouns are always used in a plural

form and always take a plural verb.
Trousers, scissors, spectacles, stockings,
shorts, measles, goods, alms, premises,
thanks, tidings, annals, chattels, etc.

(a) Where is my trousers? (Incorrect)

(b) Where are my trousers? (Correct)

(a) Spectacles is now a costly item  (Incorrect)

(b) Spectacles are now a costly item  (Correct)
. There are some nouns that indicate length,

measure, money, weight or number. When

they are preceded by a numeral, they remain

unchanged in form.

Foot, metre, pair, score, dozen, head, year,

hundred, thousand, million.

(a) Itis a three-years degree course  (Incorrect)

(b) Itis a three-year degree course (Correct)

(a) Ihave ten dozens of shoes. (Incorrect)

(b) Ihave ten dozen of shoes. (Correct)
. Collective nouns such as jury, public, team,

committee, government, audience, orchestra,

company, etc. are used both as singular and

plural depending on the meaning. When these

words indicate a unit, the verb is singular,

otherwise the verb will be plural.

(a) The jury was divided in this case. (Incorrect)

() The jury were divided in this case. (Correct)

(a) The team have not come as yet.  (Incorrect)

(b) The team has not come as yet. (Correct)
. Some nouns have one meaning in the

singular and another in the plural:

advice = counsel, advices = information,

air = atmosphere, airs = proud,

authority = command, authorities =

persons in power

good = wise, goods = property

iron = metal, irons = fetters, chains,

force = strength, forces = army,

content = satisfaction, contents = things

contained,

physic = medicine, physics = physical sciences,

respect = regards, respects = compliments

work = job, works = compositions, factories,

earning = income, earnings = sowings,
quarter = one-fourth, quarters = houses.
Examples

(a) Airis necessary for human life.

(b) Itisbad to puton airs.

(a) Thave eaten one quarter of the cake.

(b) Ilive in the government quarters.

. People are often confused or they commit

mistakes in the use of certain nouns.
() Lecturership is wrong; lectureship is
correct
() There are twenty candidates for
lecturership (Incorrect)
@) There are twenty candidates for
lectureship (Correct)
(b) Freeship is wrong; free-studentship is
correct.

() Ramesh has applied for freeship

(Incorrec)
@) Ramesh has applied for free-
studentship (Correct)

() Boarding is wrong; boarding house is
correct
() Mohan lives in aboarding.  (Incorrect)
() Mohan lives in a boarding house.
(Correct)
(d) Family members is wrong; members of
the family is correct.
() Vivek and Ramesh are my family
members (Incorrect)
@) Vivek and Ramesh are the members of
my family. (Correct)
(e) English teacher is wrong; the teacher of

English is correct.
() DrRainais our English teacher.
(Incorrect)
@) DrRainais our teacher of English.
(Correct)

(f) Cousin-brother or sister is wrong; only
cousin is correct
() Geeta is my cousin sister. (Incorrect)
(@) Geetais my cousin. (Correct)
(2 Room in a compartment or a bench
means unoccupied seat.

There is no room on this bench.
(Correct)
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(h) Ours, yours, hers, theirs are correct

(1) This house is our’s. (Incorrect)

(Correct)

Note: The same principle applies to ‘yours’,

‘hers’ and ‘theirs’.

(1) Wages means punishment when used in
singular.

(@) This house is ours.

(1) The wages of sin is death.
() It also means charges for the labour when
used in plural sense.

(® The wages of daily workers have
been raised.
. Also remember the subtle differences in the
usage of these pairs of nouns.
(a) The noun ‘habit’ applies only to an
individual whereas ‘custom’ applies to a
society or country.

(1) Poor children often become a victim
of bad habits.
(1) Trbals in India have many interesting
customs.
(b) ‘Cause’ produces a result, while ‘reason’
explains or justifies a cause.

() Scientists try to find out the cause of a
phenomenon.
(1) You have a good reason to be pleased
with your students.
(¢) ‘Man’ is used in ordinary sense while
‘gentleman’ is a man of character.
() Man is mortal.
(1) He is a gentleman at large.
(d) ‘Men’—Plural of man; ‘people’ is used
for persons.
(1) There are five men in the room
(1) The people of Bihar are simple
(e) ‘Shade’—a place sheltered from the Sun;
‘shadow’—the shade of a distinct form
or object
() The villagers sat under the shade of trees.
() He is even afraid of his own shadow
(f) ‘Cost—amount paid by the shopkeeper;
‘price>— amount paid by the customer.

(1) The cost of production of automobile
items has gone up.

10.

11.

12.

(1) Sometimes the buyers have to pay
higher price for necessary items.
(2) ‘House’—a building to live in; ‘Home’—
one’s native place.
(1) Quarters are houses allotted to us for
a definite period.
(1) My home town is Muzaffarpur.

(h) ‘Customer—abuyerof goods;‘Client’—
one who avails oneself of a service.

(1) The shopkeepers welcome customers
with smiles.

(1) The lawyer discusses the cases of his
clients.

. A pronoun must agree with its antecedent

in person, number and gender.

For example:

Every man must bring bis luggage.

A/l students must do zheir home work.

Each of the girls must carry ber own bag.
Each student must bring their books. (Incorrect)
Each student must bring his books.

(Correct)
While
‘anybody’, and ‘each’ the pronoun of the

using ‘everybody’, ‘anyone’,
masculine or the feminine gender is used
according to the content.
I shall be happy to help each of the boys in this
practice.
But when the sex is not mentioned, we use the
pronoun of the masculine gender.
Anyone can do this job if be tries.
Each of the six boys in the class has finished
their task. (Incorrect)
Each of the six boys in the class has finished
his task. (Correct)
The pronoun ‘one’ must be followed by ‘one’s’.
One must finish his task in time (Incorrect)
(Correct)

Enjoy, apply, resign, acquit, drive, exert,

One must finish ore’s task in time

avail, pride, absent, etc. when used as
transitive verbs, always take a reflexive
pronoun after them. When ‘self’ is added to
‘my’, ‘your’, ‘him’, ‘her’ and ‘it’ and ‘selves’
to ‘our’ and ‘them’—they are known as
reflexive pronouns.
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

He absented from the class. (Incorrect)
He absented himself from the class.(Correct)
‘Who’ denotes the subjects and ‘whom’ is
used for the object.
Whom do you think won the award? (Incorrect)
Who do you think won the award? (Correct)
Who are you taking to? (Incorrect)
(Correct)
When two or more singular nouns are
joined together by ‘either or’; ‘neither nor’;
and ‘or’, the pronoun is singular.

Whom are you talking to?

Either Ram or Shyam will give their book.

(Incorrect)
Either Ram or Shyam will give Zisbook. (Correct)

Neither Ramesh nor Rajendra has done

their work. (Incorrect)
Neither Ramesh nor Rajendra has done bis
work. (Correct)

When a singular and a plural noun are joined
by ‘or’, ‘nor’, the pronoun must be plural.

Either the engineer or his mechanics failed

in his duty. (Incorrect)

Either the engineer or his mechanics failed in

their duty. (Correct)
‘Whose’ is used for living persons and
‘which’ for lifeless objects.

Which photograph is lying there? (Incorrect)

Whose photograph is lying there? (Correct)

What book do you read? (Incorrect)

Which book do you read? (Correct)
‘Each other’ is used when there are two
subjects or objects and ‘one another’ when
there are more than two.

Romeo and Julietloved each other.

Those five friends, who are sitting there, love

one another.

Al the students of the class are friendly; they

love each other. (Incorrect)
Al the students of the class are friendly; they
love one another. (Correct)

When a pronoun stands for a collective
noun, it must be in the singular number and
in the neuter gender if the collective noun is
viewed as a whole.

The jury gave s’ verdict.
Here the %ury gives the idea of one whole.

19.

20.

21.

If the collective noun conveys the idea of
separate individuals comprising the whole, the
pronoun standing for it must be plural.

The jury were divided in their opinions.
Here the ury’ gives the idea of several
individuals.

The team are divided in this opinion about

playing on Sunday. (Incorrect)
The team are divided in their opinion about
playing on Sunday. (Correct)

If pronouns of different persons are to be
used together in a sentence, the serial order
of persons should be as follows: second
person + third person + first person in a
good normal sentence. But if a fault is to
be confessed, the order will be: first person
+ second person + third person.
You, he and I have finished the work.
(Normal sentence)
I, you and he are to blame. (Confession)
Ram, I and you have finished our studies.
(Incorrect)
You, Ram and I have finished our studies.
(Correct)
‘Some’ is used in affirmative sentences to
express quantity or degree. ‘Any’ is used in
negative or interrogative sentences.
I shall buy some apples.
I shall not buy any apples.
Have you bought any apples?
But ‘some’ may be correctly used in interrogative
sentences which are, in fact, requests.

Will you please give me some milk?

I shall read any book. (Incorrect)
I shall read some book. (Correct)
Have you bought some apples?  (Incorrect)
Have you bought any apples? (Correct)

The use of ‘few’, ‘afew’, and ‘the few’ should
be used with care. They denote ‘number’.
‘Few’ means ‘not many’. It is the opposite
of many. A ‘few’ is positive and means
‘some at least’. It is the opposite of none.
‘The few’ means ‘whatever there is’.
(Incorrect)
(Correct)

A few men are free from fault.

Few men are free from fault.
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22,

23,

24,

Here the sense is negative and thus ‘a few’
is wrong.
Few boys will pass in the examination.
(Incorrect)
A few boys will pass in the examination.
(Correct)
Here the sense is positive and thus ‘few’ is
incorrect.
I have already read a few books that are on
the bookshelf. (Incorrect)
I Have already read the few books that are
on the bookshelf. (Correct)
Here the sense is ‘whatever there 1s’
Use of ‘less’ and ‘fewer’.
‘Less’ denotes quantity and ‘fewer’ denotes
number.
No less than fifty persons were killed.
(Incorrect)
No fewer than fifty person were killed.
(Correct)
There are no fewer than five litres of water
(Incorrect)
There are no less than five litres of water in
(Correct)

in the jug

the jug
Use of little, a little, the little.
‘Little’ means ‘hardly any’.
There is a little hope of his recovery.
(Incorrect)
There 1s little hope of his recovery. (Correct)
‘A little’ means ‘some’, though not much
Little knowledge is a dangerous thing
(Incorrect)
A little knowledge is a dangerous thing;
(Correct)
‘The little’ means ‘not much but all there
is’.
A little milk that is in the pot may be used
for the patient. (Incorrect)
The little milk thatis in the pot may be used
for the patient. (Correct)
Use of elder, older.
‘Older refers to persons as well as things
and is followed by ‘than’.
Ram is elder than all other boys of this

area. (Incorrect)

25,

26.

27.

28,

Ram 1s o/der than all other boys of this area.

(Correct)

‘Elder’ is used for members of the family.
Suresh is my older brother. (Incorrect)
Suresh is my elder brother. (Correct)

Normally ‘than’ is used in the comparative
degree, butwith words like superior, inferior,
senior, junior, prior, anterior, posterior and
prefer ‘to’ is used.

Shelley is junior than Wordsworth. Tncorrect)

Shelley is_junior to Wordsworth. (Correct)
I prefer reading than sleeping; (Incorrect)
I prefer reading to sleeping; (Correct)

When a comparison is made by using a
comparative followed by ‘than’, the word
‘other must be used to exclude the thing
compared from the class of things with
which it is compared.

He is stronger than any man.  (Incorrect)

(Correct)

‘Any man’ includes the man himself and
thus the sentence will be absurd.

He is stronger than any other man.

In some cases, the comparison is subtle and

must be given proper attention.

The climate of Ranchi is better than Gaya.

(Incorrect)

Here the comparison should be between the

climate of Ranchi and the climate of Gaya.
The climate of Ranchi is better than the
climate of Gaya. (Correct)

or

The climate of Ranchi is better than that of
Gaya. (Correct)
The scenery of Kashmir is better than
Shimla. (Incorrect)
The scenery of Kashmir is better than that
of Shimla. (Correct)
“That of” means ‘the climate of’.

Note: If the traits are in plural, it will be ‘those of’.

The clothes of DCM are better than zhose of
Mafatlal.

‘Many a’ is always followed by the singular
verb.

Many a man were drowned in the sea.
(Incorrect)

Many aman was drowned in the sea.(Correct)
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29. If the subjectis ‘the number of’ the singular
verb is used.

The number of students are very small.

(Incorrect)
The number of students is very small.
(Correct)
If the subjectis ‘a number of”, the plural verb is
used.
A number of books is missing.  (Incorrect)
A number of books are missing; (Correct)

30. When ‘as well as’, ‘along with’, ‘together
with’, ‘no less than’, ‘in addition to’, and
‘not’ and ‘with’ join two subjects, the verb
will be according to the first subject.

Ram, as well as his ten friends, are going.

(Incorrect)

Ram, as well as his ten friends, is going
(Correct)

The teacher, along with the students, were
going (Incorrect)
The teacher, along with the students, was
going (Correct)

31. ‘A great many’ is always followed by a plural
noun and a plural verb.

A great many student has been declared

successful. (Incorrect)
A great many students have been declared
successful. (Correct)

32. If two subjects are joined by ‘either or’,
‘neither nor’, the verb agrees with the
subject that is near.

Either Ramesh or I are to do this work.
(Incorrect)
Either Ramesh or I am to do this work.
(Correct)
Neither he nor his friends is reading;
(Incorrect)
Neither he norhis friends are reading, (Correct)

33. When two singular nouns joined by ‘and’
point out the same thing or person, the verb
will be singular.

Bread and butter make a good breakfast.
(Incorrect)
Bread and butter makes a good breakfast.
(Correct)

The Collector and the District Magistrate
are on leave. (Incorrect)
The Collector and the District Magistrate is
(Correct)

34. ‘One of always takes a plural noun after it.

on leave.

It is one of the important day in my life.
(Incorrect)
It is one of the important days in my life.
(Correct)
35. Use of ‘not only’ and ‘but also’: Examine
the sentences given below.

He not only comes for swimming but also

for coaching the learners. (Incorrect)
He comes not only for swimming but also
for coaching the learners. (Correct)

Here the error is due to misplacement.
The expression ‘not only’ must be placed
before the right word, otherwise the
meaning changes. Here this expression is
meant for swimming and not for coming.
36. ‘Scarcely’ and ‘hardly’ are followed by
‘when’ and not by ‘than’.
I had scarcely entered the room than the phone
rang, (Incorrect)
I had scarcely entered the room when the phone
rang, (Correct)
37. ‘Though’ is followed by ‘yet’ and not by
‘but’.
Though he is poor but he is honest.  (Incorrect)
Thongh he is poor, yet he is honest. (Correct)
38. ‘No sooner is followed by ‘than’.
No sooner had I entered the class when the
students stood up. (Incorrect)
No soonerhad I entered the class than the students
(Correct)

Attention must also be given to the verb form

stood up.

while using ‘no sooner than’. The correct

forms are past perfect or past indefinite.
No sooner had I entered the class than the
students stand up. (Incorrect)
No sooner had 1 entered the class than the
students stood #p. (Correct)

39. ‘Lest’ must be followed by ‘Should’.

(Incorrect)
(Correct)

Read regularly lest you will fail.
Read regularly /est you should fail.
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40.

41.

42,

43,

44

45.

‘Such’ is followed by ‘as’.
He is such a writer that everybody should
read his books.
He is such a writer as everybody should read
his books. (Correct)
‘Such’ is also followed by ‘that’ if we
emphasise the degree of something by

(Incorrect)

mentioning the result.
The extent of the disaster was such that the
authorities were quite unable to cope.
‘So’ is followed by ‘that’.
Sarita was popular with her classmates that
she always had some people coming to her
(Incorrect)

Sarita was so popular with her classmates

for advice.

that she always had some people coming to
(Correct)

‘Unless’ expresses a condition. It is always

her for advice.

used in the negative sense. Thus ‘not is
never used with ‘unless’.
Unless you do not labour hard, you will not
pass. (Incorrect)

Unless you labour hard, you will not pass.

(Correct)

Until expresses time. It has a negative
sense and thus ‘not’ should never be used
with it.
Wait here until I do not return.  (Incorrect)
(Correct)

‘Since’ indicates a point of time and ‘for

Wait here until I return.

stands for the length of time.
He has been reading the book since two

hours. (Incorrect)

He has been reading the book for two hours.

(Correct)
Two hours is a length of time and thus ‘for’
is correct
It has been raining for Monday last.
(Incorrect)
It has been raining since Monday last. (Correct)
‘As if” is used to convey the sense of pretension.
When ‘as if’ is used in this sense, ‘were’ is used
in all cases, even with third person singular.
(Incorrect)
(Correct)

He behaves as if he was a king;

He behaves as ifhe were aking

Note: The sense of #ime and tense is also very
important. Certain important rules are listed below:

46. A past tense in the principal clause is

followed by a past tense in the subordinate
clause.
He saw that the clock has stopped.
(Incorrect)
He saw that the clock has stopped. (Correct)
There are, however, two exceptions to this rule:
(1) A past tense in the principal clause may
be followed by a present tense in the
subordinate clause, when it expresses a
universal truth.
The teacher observed that the Earth moved
round the Sun. (Incorrect)
The teacher observed that the Earth moves
round the Sun. (Correct)
(2) When the subordinate clause is
introduced by ‘than’, even if there is
past tense in the principal clause, it may
be followed by any tense required by the
sense in the subordinate clause.
He helped him more than he helped his
own children. (Incorrect)
He helped him more than he helps his own
children. (Correct)

47. If two actions in a sentence are shown

happening in the past, one after the other;
the tense of the action happening first
should be past perfect and that of the
second should be past indefinite.

The patient died before the doctor arrived.

(Incorrect)
The patient had died before the doctor
arrived. (Correct)

48. Two actions in the past, one depending

on the other, should have the sequence as
follows:
Past perfect + Future perfect
Had + past participle + would + have +
past participle
If you had worked hard, you would have
succeeded in the examination.
Or
Had you worked hard, you wonld have succeeded
in the examination.
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49,

50.

51.

52,

If you would have practised regularly, you

would win the match. (Incorrect)
If you had practised regularly, you would have
won the match. (Correct)

If, in a sentence, two actions are indicated
and both are to take place in future, the
sequence of tenses will be as follows:

The principal clause in present indefinite;
and the subordinate clause in future

indefinite.

If I go to Delhi, I shall attend the seminar.
Note: If I go to Delli’ is the principal clause and
I shall attend the seminayr’ is the subordinate clause.

If it will rain, I shall not attend the

meeting; (Incorrect)

If it rains, I shall not attend the meeting.

(Correct)

When an action has taken place in two
clauses of a sentence, it is used in both the
clauses according to the requirement.

My brother has and is still doing excellent

work for his organisation. (Incorrect)
My brother bas done and is still doing excellent
work for his organisation. (Correct)

When there is a sense of continuity, that
is, when a thing has taken place in the
past and still continues in the present, the
petfect continuous tense form of the verb

should be used.
India is independent for the last forty-six

years. (Incorrect)
India has been independent for the last forty-six
years (Correct)

Note: The use of articles is also an important matter
and one must be careful about it.
Before a consonant ‘a’ is used.

A boy, a horse, 2 woman.
But ‘a’
university,

is also used before words like

useful, unicorn, union,
European, and one, etc., because these

words begin with a consonant sound.

Here is an University. (Incorrect)
Here is 4 University. (Correct)
An European lives in my area.  (Incorrect)
A European lives in my area. (Correct)

53.

54,

55,

It is an one-rupee note. (Incorrect)
It is 4 one-rupee note. (Correct)
Similarly, words like ‘hour’, ‘honest’, ‘heir’,
etc. take ‘an’ before them as they begin with
a vowel sound.
I have been waiting for him for a hour.
(Incorrect)
I have been waiting for him for a#z hour.
(Correct)
Some important points to remember regarding
the omission of a/an/the:
1. Before a common noun used in its
widest sense, e.g.,

Man is mortal.
2. Before names of materials.

Bronze is a useful metal.

3. Usually before proper names.

Patna is the capital of Bihar.
4. Before abstract nouns used in general sense.

Beauty fascinates people.

5. Before languages
English is a very popular language
in the Delhi University.

6. Before ‘school’, ‘college’, ‘church’, ‘bed’,
‘table’, ‘hospital’, ‘market’, and ‘prison’,
when these places are visited or used for
their common purpose.

My Christian friends go to the church
every Sunday.
7. Before names of relations, like ‘father’,
‘mother’, ‘aunt’, ‘uncle’, ‘cook’, and
‘nurse’.

Father is very happy today.

8. Before predicative nouns denoting a
unique position that is normally held at
one time by one person only.

He was elected chairman of the Board.

Note: But ‘the’ is used with these words when we
refer to them as a definite place, building, or object

rather than to the normal activity that goes on there.

I met my friend at the church.

Uses of ‘the’
1. When the object is unique

The earth, the sky, the equator
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2. Before superlatives

The best, the finest, the most

3. With proper nouns like ‘seas’, ‘rivers’,
‘group of islands’, ‘chains of mountains’,
‘deserts’, ‘newspapers’, ‘buildings’,
‘religious books’, ‘gulfs’.

The Arabian sea, The Ganges, The Taj
Mahal,
The Times of India, The Ramayana

4. Before apropernoun,whenitis qualified
by an adjective.

The immortal Kalidas.

5. Before an adjective, when the noun is
hidden.

The rich should be kind and helping.

6. Before musical instruments.

I know how to play the harmonium.

7. With a class of things.

The crow is a clever bird.

8. “The’ should be used before both
comparative degrees when they are used
in a sentence for proportion.

Higher we go, cooler we feel.(Incorrecs)

The Higher we go, the cooler we feel.
(Correct)
56. ‘What to speak of” is incorrect; the correct
expression is ‘not to speak of”’.

What to speak of running, he cannot even

walk. (Incorrect)
Not to speak of running, he cannot even
walk. (Correct)

57. When there is the sense of dislike, hesitation,
risk, etc., in a sentence, we should use a gerund
instead of a verb. A gerund is that form of the
verb which ends in ‘ing’ and can be used in the
place of anoun.

I dislike to see a film late in the night.
(Incorrect)
I dislike seeing a film late in the night.
(Correct)
Young girls hesitate to talk to strangers.
(Incorrect)
Young girls hesitate falking to strangers.
(Correct)

58. ‘Cent per cent’ and ‘word by word’ are
wrong. ‘Hundred per cent’ and ‘word for
word’ are correct expressions.

You are never cent per cent sure of your
success in 2 competitive examination.
(Incorrect)
You are never hundred per cent sure of your
success in 2 competitive examination.
(Correct)
I can reproduce this lesson word by word.
(Incorrect)
I can reproduce this lesson word for word.
(Correct)

59. ‘Since’, ‘because’, ‘as’, and ‘for;,—all mean
‘because’, but there is a difference in their
degree. ‘Since’ and ‘because’ are used for
stronger cases and ‘as’ and ‘for’ for weak cases.

I respect him as he is my teacher. (Incorrect)

I respect him because he is my teacher.
(Correct)
I could not attend the meeting because it
(Incorrect)
I could not attend the meeting as it was very
hot today. (Correct)

60. Use of ‘when’ and ‘while’: Proper attention
must be paid to these words. “‘When’ indicates a

was very hot today.

general sense and ‘while’ implies 2 time during
the process of doing a work.

When learning to swim, one of the most

important things is to relax. (Incorrect)
While learning to swim, one of the most
important things is to relax. (Correct)

61. Sometimes the error lies in the use of words.
Proper attention must, therefore, be given
to the appropriateness of words.

Prakash was leading a happy and leisurely
life after his retirement from his service.
(Incorrect)
Prakash was living a happy and leisurely life
after his retirement from his service.
(Correct)
Here the word ‘leading’ is inappropriate. One
does not lead life, one lives life. One leads a
group, team, movement, etc.

62. If in a sentence an apposition has been

used, the verb will follow not the apposition



A.56 | Objective English for Competitive Examinations

63.

64,

65.

66.

67.

68,

but the noun or pronoun preceding it.
(Incorrect)
(Correct)

Proper, abstract and material nouns have

You, my son, is a good boy.

You, my son, are a good boy.

no plural except when they are used as
common nouns.

The house is built of bricks. (Incorrect)
The house is built of brick. (Correct)

Note: When such nouns are used in the plural,
they become common nouns with changed
meanings; as

Coppers = Copper coins;

Iron = fetters.

Tins = cans made of tin;

Woods = forest.
He lives in the woods.
It means he lives in a forest.
Clauses in a sentence beginning with a
relative pronoun (who, which, that) take
a verb according to the noun or pronoun
preceding the relative pronoun.

Itis I who has done it. (Incorrect)

(Correct)

The relative pronoun should be placed as

It is I who hare done it.

near as possible to its antecedent so that no
ambiguity arises.

The boy is my cousin who stood first in the

mile race. (Incorrect)
The boy, who stood first in the mile race, is
my cousin. (Correct)

When two singular nouns joined by ‘and’ are
preceded by ‘each’ or ‘every’ the pronoun
used for them is singular.

Each Man and each boy is responsible for

their action. (Incorrect)
Each Man and each boy 1s responsible for his
action. (Correct)

Sometimes a pronoun is used where it is not
required at all.
He being an M.A., he is qualified for the
post. (Incorrect)
He, being an M.A., is qualified for the post.
(Correct)
If a pronoun comes after a preposition it
should be used in the objective case.

69.

70.

71.

72,

73.

74.

75.

Between you and I neither of us is correct.
(Incorrect)
Between you and me neither of us is correct.
(Correct)
When a pronoun comes after ‘like’ and
‘unlike’ it takes an objective case.

A man like I will not do it. (Incorrect)
A man /fike me will not do it. (Correct)
A pronoun takes an objective case after ‘let’.
Let Idoit. (Incorrect)
Let medo it. (Correct)

Pronouns joined by ‘and’ remain in the
same case.

He and her are brother and sister. (Incorrect)

He and she are brother and sister.  (Correct)
He and me are friends. (Incorrect)
He and I are friends. (Correct)

When pronouns of second person and third
person are used as subjects, the pronoun
following them will be according to the
second person pronoun.

You and he must bring his books. (Incorrect)
(Correct)

When pronouns of second person and first

You and he must bring yo#r books.

person are used as subjects, the pronoun
following them will be first person plural
form.

You and I must finish your work in time.

(Incorrect)

You and I must finish o#r work in time.

(Correct)

‘But’ is also used as a relative pronoun.
When a sentence has a negative noun or
pronoun, ‘but’ can be used with it. In this
case ‘but’ means: who not; that not.

Here was none but laughed to see the joker.

There is no bird but flies.
Note: Here the meaning of ‘but laughed’ is
‘who did not laugh’.

‘But flies’ means ‘that does not fly’.
The relative pronoun ‘that’ is used in
preference to ‘who’ or ‘which’ after
adjectives in the superlative degree.

The wisest man who ever lived made

mistakes. (Incorrect)
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The wisest man that ever lived made
(Correct)
This 1s the best which we can do. (Incorrect)
This 1s the best that we can do. (Correct)
76. The relative pronoun ‘that’ is also used in
preference to ‘who’ and ‘which’ after words ‘all’,

‘same’, ‘any’, ‘none’, ‘nothing’, and (the) ‘only’.

He is the same man who he has seen.

(Incorrect)

He is the same man that he has seen. (Correct)

mistakes.

Man is the only animal who can talk.
(Incorrect)
Man is the only animal that can talk. (Correct)
77. The same rule applies after interrogative
pronouns ‘who’ and ‘what’.
What is there which I do not know?
(Incorrect)
What is there that I do not Know? (Correct)
78. When there are two antecedents, a man and
an animal or two things before the relative
pronoun, we should use ‘that’.
The man and his dog which passed through
this road were killed. (Incorrect)
The man and his dog that passed through this
road were killed. (Correct)
79. The case of the noun or pronoun preceding or
succeeding the verb ‘to be’ should be the same.

It is him who came to see us. (Incorrect)
It is he who came to see us. (Correct)
It is me who caught the thief. (Incorrect)
Itis I who caught the thief. (Correct)

80. When two qualities of a person or thing are
compared ‘more’ or ‘less’ is used before the
adjective and the adjective following them
takes positive degree.

Suman is better than brave. (Incorrect)
(Correct)

81. When two or more adjectives are used to show
the qualities of the same man or thing, all the
adjectives must be in the same degree.

Suman is more good than brave.

Sita is more intelligent and wise than Rita.
(Incorrect)
Sita is more intelligent and wiser than Rita.
(Correct)
Ramesh is the wisest and strong boy of the
class. (Incorrect)

Ramesh is the wisest and the strongest boy of
(Correct)

82. ‘Very’ is used with adjectives in the positive

the class.

degree and with present participles.

He is a much strong man. (Incorrect)
He is a zery strong man. (Correct)
It is a much interesting book. (Incorrect)
It is very interesting book. (Correct)

Note: ‘Much’ is used with adjectives in the
comparative degree and with past participles.
(Incorrect)

He is very much stronger than I am.
(Correct)

(Incorrect)
I am very much obliged to my friend.
(Correct)
83. To show equality ‘as’ is used before and
after the adjective.

He is very stronger than I am.

I am very obliged to my friend.

I can run as fast, if not faster, than you.
(Incorrect)
I can run as fast as, if not faster, than you.
(Correct)
84. Certain adjectives do not admit of
comparison and thus they always remain in
the positive degree:
‘Absolute’, ‘annual’, ‘chief’, ‘circular’,
‘complete’, ‘entire’, ‘extreme’, ‘excellent’, “full’,
‘impossible’, ‘perfect’, ‘right’, ‘round’, ‘unique’,
‘universal’, ‘whole’, etc.
This 1s the most unique building that I have
seen. (Incorrect)
This is the unique building that I have
seen. (Correct)
85. ‘More than one’ indicates a plural sense,
but it is treated as a sort of compound of
one. Thus it agrees with a singular noun
and takes a singular verb.

More than one employees were killed in the

accident. (Incorrect)
More than one employee was killed in the
accident. (Correct)

86. A verb must agree with its subject and not
with the complement.

Our only guide at night were the stars.
(Incorrect)

Our only guide at night was the stars. (Correct)
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87.

88.

89.

90.

91.

92,

If the plural subject denotes a definite
amount or quantity taken as a whole, the
verb is singular.
Forty miles are a good distance.  (Incorrect)
Forty miles is a good distance. (Correct)
Two-thirds of the book were rubbish.
(Incorrect)
Two-thirds of the book was rubbish.
(Correct)
The plural ‘heaps’ and ‘lots’ used colloquially
for agreat amount take asingular verb unless
a plural noun with ‘of is added.

There are lots of book. (Incorrect)
There is lots of book. (Correct)
There is lots of books to read.  (Incorrect)
There are lots of books to read.  (Correct)

When qualified by ‘each’ or ‘every’ two
singular subjects, even if connected by
‘and’, take a singular verb.
Each boy and every girl were given
rewards. (Incorrect)
Each boy and every girl was given rewards.
(Correcd)
The following verbs are always followed by
an infinitive:
‘decide’, ‘plan’, ‘expect’, “fail’, ‘hope’, ‘intend’,
Tlearn’, ‘promise’, ‘refuse’, ‘want’, ‘agree’,
‘consent’, ‘try’, love’, etc.

I refuse meeting him. (Incorrect)

(Correcd)
The following verbs and phrases should be
followed by a gerund which is verbal noun:
‘enjoy’, ‘admit’, ‘deny’, ‘appreciate’, ‘regret’,
‘avoid’, ‘help’, ‘consider’, ‘stop’, ‘looking
forward to’, ‘accustomed to’, ‘is used to’, ‘do

I refuse to meet him.

not mind’, ‘object to’, etc.
I am looking forward to receive your reply.
(Incorrect)
I am Jooking forward to receiving your reply.
(Correcd)
He is used to work hard. (Incorrect)
He is used to working hard. (Correct)

The word ‘to’ is frequently used with the
infinitive, but it is not an essential part of
it. For example, after certain verbs (‘bid’, let’,
‘make’, ‘need’, ‘dare’, ‘see’, ‘hear’) we use the
infinitive without ‘to’.

93.

94,

95.

96.

97.

Bid him to go there. (Incorrect)
Bid him go there. (Correct)
Make him to stand. (Incorrect)
Make him stand. (Correct)
I saw him to cry (Incorreci).
I saw him ory (Correci).

The infinitive is used without ‘to’ after ‘had
better’, ‘had rather’, ‘would rather’, ‘sooner
than’ and ‘rather than’.

You had better to ask permission from

him. (Incorrect)

You had better ask permission from him.

(Correct)
‘Than’ should be used after ‘no other’.

I met no other man but Mr. Roy. (Incorreci)
(Correcd)
Ram has no other claim except his degrees.
(Incorrec)

I met 7o other man than Mr. Roy.

Ram has #o other claim than his degrees.
(Correcd)
After the word ‘know’, ‘how’, or ‘when’
should be used before using an infinitive.

I know to write French. (Incorrect)

(Correcd)
A verb may take an infinitive or a gerund
according to its implication. If the
verb indicates a purpose, an infinitive
should be used and if the verb indicates a

I Enow how to write French.

cause, a gerund should be used.
He went to school for seeing the principal.
(Incorrect)
He went to school to see the principal.
(Correct)
He was turned out to copy answers.
(Incorrect)
He was turned out for copying answers.
(Correct)
Adverb ‘as’ is not used with verbs like
‘appointed’, ‘clected’, ‘considered’, ‘called’
but it is used with ‘regard’.

He was elected as President of our society.

(Incorrect)

He was elected President of our society.
(Correct)

I regard Ramesh my friend. (Incorrect)

I regard Ramesh as my friend. (Correct)
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98,

99.

100.

101.

After the verb ‘doubt’ ‘that’ should not be
used. ‘If’ or ‘whether’ should be used in its
place.

I doubt that Ravi will come. (Incorrect)

I doubt if Ravi will come. (Correct)
Often a mistake is committed in the use
of adjectives and adverbs. An adjective is
correctly used with the verb when some
quality of the subject, rather than of the
action of the verb, is to be expressed.

The flowers smelt sweetly. (Incorrect)

The flowers smelt sweet. (Correct)
It is a common practice in conversation to
make a statement and ask for confirmation;
as, ‘It’s very hot, isn’t it?’ Two points are to
be keptin mind. If the statement is positive,
the pattern will be

Auxiliary + n’t + subject.
If the statement is negative, the pattern will be

Augxiliary + subject

It is raining, is it? (Incorrect)
It is raining isn’t it? (Correct)
You are not busy, aren’t you? (Incorrect)
You are not busy, are you? (Correct)

Note: The point to note here is that the question
tag will always have the same verb form which
we have in the main statement:
I have finished my work, didn’t I? (Incorrect)
I have finished my work, haven’t I? (Correct)
There are certain common errors which
should be avoided.
(a) ‘The two first’ is 2 meaningless expression

for it implies that two things may be first.
We should say ‘the first two’.

The two first chapters of the novel are

dull. (Incorrect)
The first two chapters of the novel are
dull. (Correct)

(b) ‘Only’ should be placed immediately before
the word it qualifies.

He only lost his ticket in the
stampede. (Incorrect)

Only he lost his ticket in the
stampede. (Correct)

(c) An infinitive verb should not be split.

I request you to kindly help me.
(Incorrect)
I request you kindly 7o belp me.
(Correct)
(d) Care should be taken in the use of verbs.

The doctor saw the pulse of the

patient. (Incorrect)
The doctor felt the pulse of the
patient. (Correct)
He told the truth. (Incorrect)
He spoke the truth. (Correct)
Do not speak a lie. (Incorrect)
Do not tell a lie. (Correct)
Our team made a goal. (Incorrect)
Our team scored a goal. (Correct)
He is taking a bath. (Incorrect)
He is having a bath. (Correct)
I tell my prayers in the morning;
(Incorrect)

I say my prayers in the morning

(Correct)

Bank Probationary Officers’/Trainee
Officers’ Examination, Guwahati, 1990

Find out error, if at all, in any part of the sentence.

1. Peoples above seventy-five (a)/ years of age
(b)/ are not allowed to travel (c)/ by air (d)/ No

error (e)

Here the error is in (2). See Rule 2. ‘People’ 1s
used in plural.

2. She counted the books (a)/ to make sure that
(b)/ none of them (c)/ were missing (d)/ No

error (e)
Here the error is in (d). See Rule 9.

3. To make him succeed (a)/ the correct thing to
do (b)/ is to punish him (c)/ until he does not
try (d)/No error (€)

Here the error is in (d). See Rule 43.
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4.

10.

It being a holiday (a)/ every student wanted
(b)/ to leave (c)/ for their hometown (d)/ No

error (e).

Here the error is in (D). See Rule 9.

. The invigilator asked him (a)/ that why he had

(b)/ not brought (c)/ his call letter (d)/ No

error (e)

Here the error is in (b). See Rules of narration.

. Now [ understand (2)/ why Vishnu did not (b)/

told me the reason (c)/ why he was late (d)/ No

€rror.

Here the erroris in (c). See Rule of narration.

. There is no doubt (a)/ that the Pacific is (b)/

the largest of all other oceans (c)/ No error (d)
Here the error is in (c). See Rule 26.

. Taking pity (a)/ on the mouse (b)/ the sage

transformed it (c)/ into a cat (d)/ No error (e)

Here the answer is (E). No error.

. With each academic year (a)/ the number of

applicants (b)/ are increasing (c)/ in all colleges
(d)/ No error (e)

Here the error is in (C). See Rule 29.

With a lot of persuasion (a)/ the villagers
agreed to (b)/ participate in the (c)/ family
welfare programme (d)/ No error (e)

Here the error is in (A). ‘After” should be used
in place of ‘with’.

IBPS 2012 CWE for PO/MT: Solved
English Language Question Paper

Read each sentence to find out whether there is any

grammatical error or idiomatic error in it. The error, if

any, will be in one part of the sentence. The alphabet

of that part is the answer, If there is ‘No error’, the

answer is ‘e’. (ignore errors of punctuation, if any).

1. The Government has asked individuals (a)/

with income of over Rs. 10 lakhs to (b)/
electronic file tax returns for the year 2011-12,
(c)/ something which was optional till last year
(d). No error (e)

No error

. The power tariff had already (a)/ been

increased twice in (b)/ the last 15 months

and the Electricity Board had also (c)/ levied
additional monthly charges to consigners (d).
No error (e)

No error

. Despite of curfew (a)/ in some areas, minor

(b)/ communal incidents were reported (c)/
from different areas of the walled city (d)/. No
error (e)

Errorisin (a) ‘Despite of” is wrong. ‘Despite’ 1s
right.

. This comes (a)/ at a time (b)/ when fund

allocation (c)/ is been doubled (d)/. No error
©
Error i1s in (d) ‘is been doubled’ is wrong ‘Is

being doubled’ will be right.

. As the prison will get (a)/ an official telephone

facility soon, the prisoners (b)/ won’t have to
make calls in discreet manner (c)/ through
smuggled mobile phones(d)/. No error (e)
Error is in (a) ‘As the prison will get’ is wrong
‘As the prison gets’ will be correct see the rules
of tense.

. The area was plunged into (a)/ darkness mid

a wave of (b)/ cheering and shouting (c)/
Slogans like ‘Save The Earth’(d)/. No error (e)

Error is in (b) ‘mid a wave of’ is incorrect
‘Amidst a wave’ is correct.

. The poll contestants approached (a)/ the

commission complaining that the hoardings
(b)/ violated the code of conduct (c)/ and
influenced public perception (d)/. No error (e)

Error is in (c) “Violated the code of conduct’
1s wrong. ‘Had violated the code of conduct’is
right.

. The country has (a)/ adequate laws but problems

(b)/ arise when these are not (c)/ implemented in
letter and spirit (d)/. No error (€)

Erroris in (2) Here the country should show a plural
sense and thus the country have may be right

. The Management feels that)(a)/ the employees

of the organisation are (b)/ non-productive,
and do not want (c)/ to work hard (d)/. No

error (e)

No error:
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Practice Set —1

Read each sentence to find if there is any

grammatical error in it. If there is any error, it will

be only in one part of the sentence. The number
or alphabet of that part is your answer. (Disregard
punctuation errors, if any).

1.

2.

10.

I shall(a)/ ring him (b)/ tomorrow (c)/ in the

afternoon. (d)/ No error

I enjoyed (a)/ during my (b)/ stay in (c)/
England. (d)/ No error (e)

. The clothes (a)/ were neatly (b)/ hanged (c)/

on the cloth line. (d)/No error (e)

. The Major (2)/ along with (b)/ his soldiers (c)/

were killed in the field. (d)/ No error

. The film show (a)/began (b)/when we arrived

(¢)/ in the hall. (d)/No error

. Ibelieve (a)/ that respect (b)/ is more preferable

than/money. (d)/ No error (e)

. I never have (a)/ visited (b)/ or intend to visit

(c)/ foreign countries. (d)/ No error (€)

. In this way nuclear fission, (a)/or the splitting

(b)/ of the atom, (c)/have been achieved. (d)/

No error (e)

. Modern film techniques (a)/are far superior

(b)/ than that (c)/employed in the past. (d)/No
error (e)
No sooner the news appeared in the paper (a)/

than (b)/there was a rush (c)/in the counter.
(d)/ No error (e)

Practice Set —1

1. John’s salary (2)/ is much (b)/larger than (c)/

Tom. (d)/ No error (e)

. Ramesh helped (2)/ not only me (b)/ but also

my brother (c)/when he was in need. (d)/ No

error (e)

. Give me (a)/ three thousands (b)/rupees, )(c)/

please. (d)/ No error (e)

. More than (a)/ two boys (b)/ were present (c)/

in the class. (d)/ No error (€)

10.

. More than one (a)/ person (b)/ have found it

(c)/ correct. (d)/ No error (e)

. Only three-fourths (a)/ of the work (b)/ are

complete (c)/ and we are left with no time. (d)/
No error (e)

. The English (a)/ defeated (b)/ French (c)/ in

the battle of Waterloo. (d)/ No error (e)

. The three last chapters (a)/ of this (b)/ book

(c)/ are very interesting. (d)/ No error

. In summer, (a)/ days are (b)/ warm than (c)/

nights. (d)/ No error (e)

A large number (a)/ of houses (b)/are coming
up (c)/ in our town. (d)/ No error (e)

Practice Set —1

1.

10.

They appointed (a)/ him as 2 manager (b)/as he
is (c)/ efficient. (d)/ No error (€)

. The reason (a)/ of his (b)/ failure (c)/ is due to

his intelligence. (d)/ No error (e)

. The prices of (a)/ his article (b)/ considerably

varies (c)/ in different (d)/ parts of the country.
(e)/No error

. Mr. Sharma is planning (a)/to settle in Delhi

(b)/ as soon as (c)/ he will retire in April next
year. (d)/ No error (€)

. One should (a)/ always (b)/ take care (c)/ of

his health. (d)/ No error (e)

. Mary is smarter (a)/ than (b)/ anybody (c)/ in

her class. (d)/ No error (e)

. I'lived (a)/ in a three-hundred-years (b)/ old

house (c)/ in Bombay. (d)/ No error (€)

. He is (a)/the strongest and very tall (b)/boy in

the (c)/ whole college. (d)/ No error (€)

. I was (a)/born (b)/on the August 3 1947 in

Bihar. (c)/ No error (d)

The Principal (a)/ offered me (b)/ tea but (c)/I
denied it. (d)/No error (e)

Practice Set —1

1.

Even though he was over ninety (a)/ he still
enjoyed reading novels (b)/ and sometimes
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10.

spend (c)/ an evening at the cinema. (d)/ No
error (e)

. Up to the time the last vote was recorded (a)/ it

was difficult (b)/ to decide whether victory lay
with theruling party (c)/ or the opposition. (d)/

No error (e)

. We should always (a)/ side with those who (b)/

are true and unselfish (c)/ and work for other.

(d)/ No error (e)

. I will now deal with him (a)/ in a manner

different (b)/ from the one I have adopted so
far. (c)/ No error (d)

. His manners indicate (a)/ that he has no other

intention (b)/ than (c)/ to steal his money. (d)/

No error (e)

. Page after page (a)/ of Gita were read (b)/ and

it gave great consolation (c)/ to his mind. (d)/
No error (e)

. He was unanimously (a)/ elected (b)/ the

General Secretary (c)/ of our Association. (d)/
No error (e)

. Before giving (2)/ the mixture (b)/ to the child,

(c)/ shake it thoroughly. (d)/ No error (e)

. The short story (a)/ should not exceed (b)/

more than (c)/ two hundred words. (d)/ No
error (e)

He looks at everything (2)/ from (b)/ their (c)/
best side. (d)/ No error (€)

Practice Set —1

1.

Our teacher (a)/ often emphasises on (b)/ the
need for (c)/ a lot of oral practice. (d)/ No

error (e)

. As he was feeling very thirsty (a)/ after the

long journey, (b)/ he went into a bar (c)/ and
ordered a cold drink. (d)/ No error (€)

. He told me that (a)/ he couldn’t buy the

paintings, (b)/ which he wanted very much, (c)/
because he hadn’t enough money. (d)/ No error

©

. Neither Mr Jones (a)/ nor Mr Smith (b)/ were

able to give me (c)/ any advice. (d)/ No error

10.

©

. A tallest man (2)/ T have seen (b)/ lives near the

village (c)/ where I was born. (d)/ No error (e)

. Although he had worked hard (a)/ and was

understanding as much about the subject (b)/
as [ did (c)/ he failed to get a second class in the
examination. (d)/No error (€)

. If you do not agree (a)/ to my request (b)/ then

I shall be (c)/ forced to take drastic measures.
(d)/No error (e)

. She has told me that her brother might have

done much better (a)/ at the university last year
(b)/ had he not given so much time (c)/ to the
students Union. (d)/No error (e)

. He hesitated to accept the post (a)/ as he did

not think (b)/ that the salary was enough (c)/

for a man with a family of six. (d)/No error (€)

The Headmaster advised the student (a)/ who
had failed in the examination twice (b)/ that
not to attempt it again (c)/ until he had time to
prepare for it propetly. (d)/ No error (e)

Practice Set —1

1.

Surekha was trying for admission (a)/ in the
engineering college (b)/ even though her
parents wanted (c)/ her to take up medicine.

(d)/ No error (e)

. There is no book (2)/ in English language (b)/ which

is as interesting (c)/ as this. (d)/ No error (€)

. There is no other book (a)/ in the English

language (b)/ which is as interesting (c)/ as this.
(d)/ No error (e)

. Even after working in the office (a)/ for several

years (b)/ Suresh had (c)/ hardly mastered any
job at all. (d)/ No error (e)

. Itis a job (a)/ wherein (b)/ neither knowledge

nor skill (c)/ are needed. (d)/ No error (€)

. Orders have been placed (a)/ so far as (b)/

painting the walls of the (c)/ classrooms are
concerned. (d)/ No error (e)

. No decision can be made (a)/ unless (b)/ firm

data is available (c)/ to the committee. (d)/ No
error (e)
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8.

9.

10.

There was (2)/ a number of conferences (b)/
which produced little (c)/ of practical value.
(d)/ No error (e)

There was no play (2)/ on the fourth day (b)/
of the test match (c)/ due to the heavy rain.
(d)/ No error (e)

Sushma persuaded (a)/ her sister (b)/ to go
with her (c)/ on the trip. (d)/ No error (€)

Practice Set —1

1.

10.

Sarita was popular (a)/ with her classmates
that (b)/ she always had some or (c)/ the other
coming to her house. (d)/ No error (e)

. The programme which (a)/ came on television

(b)/ These days in the evenings (c)/ is very
interesting. (d)/ No error (e)

. Prakash was leading (a)/ a happy and leisurely

life (b)/ after his retirement (c)/ from service.

(d)/ No error (e)

. “Yavanika’ is one (a)/ of the latest (b)/ addition

to good drama (c)/ which appeared in recent
times. (d)/ No error (€)

. Children visiting the (2)/ park are amused (b)/

by the monkeys (c)/ play in the cages. (d)/ No

error (e)

. The car flew off the road (a)/ and fell into the

valley (b)/ because Amit (c)/ was driving faster.
(d)/ No error (e)

. Sadhana was the one person (a)/ who could

somehow manage (b)/ to working in the section

(c)/ for such along time. (d)/ No error (e)

. In spite of the late hour (a)/ and the bad

weather (b)/ Naveen decided to brave it out
(c)/ and drink at bar. (d)/ No error (e)

. Sooner than he had arrived (a)/ his friends

arranged a reception (b)/ in his honour in (c)/
the best hotel in town. (d)/ No error (€)

The number of people (a)/ applying were so
large (b)/ that the college had to (c)/ stop

issuing application forms. (d)/ No error (€)

Practice Set —1

1.

10.

If you will (a)/ follow my instructions (b)/ you
will get (c)/ a suitable reward for that. (d)/ No
error (e)

. He obtained good marks (a)/ not only in

English essay (b)/ but also in Arithmetic which
was (c)/ full of complicated calculations. (d)/

No error (e)

. As soon as the Principal (a)/ entered the school

(b)/ all the students approached him (c)/ and
report the matter. (d)/ No error (e)

. It is raining (a)/ very heavily since (b)/ last

night. (c)/ No error (d)

. He asked me (a)/ when could I finish (b)/ the

work. (c)/ No error (d)

. My younger brother and (a)/ I am interested

(b)/ in music. (c)/ No error (d)

. If you would try sincerely (a)/ you would get

(b)/ good results certainly. (c)/ No error (d)

. Does he really believe (a)/ that he is more

intelligent than all the boys (b)/ in the class.
(¢)/ No error (d)

. Hari was unhappy (2)/ that he would (b)/ not

attend the marriage (c)/ of his friend yesterday.
(d)/ No error (e)

Rama could not (a)/ go to the picnic (a)/ for his
mother (b)/ was not well. (c)/ No error (d)

Practice Set —1

1.

3.

4.

My friend did not see me (a)/ for many years
(b)/ when I met him last week. (c)/ No error (d)

. Itis incumbent (a)/ with all the students (b)/ to

abide by the college rules. (c)/ No error (d)

The bus collided (a)/ but nobody was hurt (b)/
in the accident. (c)/ No error (d)

by all standards (a)/ he is a best soldier (b)/ our
military school (c)/ has produced so far. (d)/

No error (e)
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5.

10.

While going to his office yesterday (a)/ Bhola
remembered that (b)/ he had not taken (c)/ one
important office file. (d)/ No error (e)

. Why you don’t told him (2)/ and (b)/ clarify all

(c)/ pending matters. (d)/ No error (e)

. He very promptly (a)/ withdrew the marks (b)/

made by him (c)/ on my office note. (d)/ No

error (e)

. No one will deny (a)/ that Sarla is one (b)/ of

the most well-dressed girl (c)/ in our office. (d)/

No error (e)

. He was extremely annoyed (a)/ when I reported

(b)/ the matter to him (c)/ and has fired me.
(d)/ No error (e)

The director, along with (a)/ the staff members
(b)/ were present for (c)/ the annual day
celebrations. (d)/ No error (€)

Practice Set —1

1.

It is our duty (a)/ to put off our shoes (b)/
before entering the sanctum sanctorum of any
temple or mosque. (c)/ No error (d)

. The only good thing (a)/ about these pens (b)/

are their colour and their size. (c)/ No error (d)

. My brother-in-laws (a)/ who live in Mumbai

(b)/ have come to stay with us. (c)/ No error (d)

. I advised my son (2)/ to engage two coolies

instead of one (b)/ because the luggage was too
much heavyfor a single coolie. (c)/ No error (d)

. Raman was one of those great sons of India

(a)/ who has earned everlasting fame (b)/ for
scientific researches. (c)/ No error (d)

. No sooner did the thief see the policeman (a)/

that he jumped over the wall (b)/ and ran away.
(¢)/ No error (d)

. On entering the room (a)/ she was found

hanging (b)/ from the ceiling; (c)/ No error (d)

. If T were (2)/ in his shoes (b)/ [ would die with

shame. (c)/ No error (d)

. I am vexed (a)/ at him about what (b)/ he has

done. (c)/ No error (d)

10.

He laid for half an hour unconscious (2)/ until
he was seen (b)/ by a passing vehicle. (c)/ No
error (d)

Practice Set —1

1.

10.

The teacher (2)/ together with his (b)/ wife and
daughter (c)/ were drowned. (d)/ No error (e)

. The taxi was (a)/ hired by (b)/ the ladies for

(c)/ its picnic. (d)/ No error (e)

. Having been found guilty (a)/ on murder (b)/

the accused was (c)/ sentenced to death. (d)/

No error (e)

. The father as well (a)/ as the sons were (b)/

mysteriously missing (c)/ from the house. (d)/
No error (e)

. The issues are (a)/ complex and (b)/ has been

obscured (c)/ by other factors. (d)/ No error (e)

. Neither the size (2)/ nor the colour (b)/ of the

gloves (c)/ were right. (d)/ No error (e)

. Itis in 1929 (a)/ that we first (b)/ flew to (c)/

the United States. (d)/ No error (e)

. Hardly had (a)/ I left the house (a)/ than it

began (a)/ to rain. (a)/ No error (a)

. A more irrational world (a)/ to this one in

which (a)/ we presently live (a)/ could hardly
be conceived. (a)/ No error (a)

He hoped to finish (a)/ the work in the last
week (2)/ butin fact (2)/ he could not. (a)/ No

error (a)

Practice Set —1

1.

2.

3.

He not only comes there (a)/ for swimming
(b)/ but also for coaching (c)/ new swimmers.

(d)/ No error (e)

He could not cut (a)/ the grass today because
(b)/ the handle of the machine (c)/ has broken
a fewdays ago. (d)/ No error (e)

His ability to (a)/ talk to strangers (b)/ is one of
his (c)/ stronger points. (d)/ No error (e)
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10.

. My brother said (a)/ that he preferred (b)/ the white

shirt (c)/ than the black one. (d)/ No error (¢)

. She was the daughter (a)/ of a working farmer

(b)/ who was one of the (c)/ headman of his
village. (d)/ No error (e)

. No king in that period (a)/ was so intensely

involved (b)/ in the welfare of his people (c)/
as king Ashoka. (d)/ No error (€)

. What to talk of charity (a)/ Rajan does not

practice (b)/ even (c)/ ordinary humanity. (d)/

No error (e)

. I have hunted and (a)/ shot myself (b)/ so I

know what (c)/ it is like. (d)/ No Error (e)

. He only wrote (a)/ on one side of (b)/ the

papet. (c)/ No error (d)

The two sisters (a)/ struck (b)/ one another
(c)/ at the platform. (d)/ No error (e)

Practice Set —1

1.

I am very thirsty, (a)/ give me (b)/ little water
(¢)/ to drink. (d)/ No error (e)

. Everybody was (a)/ in the garden (b)/ amusing

(c)/ themselves. (d)/ No error (e)

. If T was you (a)/ I would not (b)/ attend (c)/

the function. (d)/ No error (e)

. These organisations (a)/ work lest (b)/ their

activities (c)/ may be banned. (d)/ No error (e).

. Avinash and his friend (a)/ were walking

towards (b)/ the station when (c)/ they met
this common friend. (d)/ No error (€)

. Priyamvada was unhappy (a)/ to hear the

news (b)/ of her son’s failing (c)/ in the final

examination. (d)/ No error (e)

. For expecting the company to pay (a)/ for the

transport (b)/ of the personal furniture of the
employee (c)/ was not fair. (d)/ No error (e)

. Aditi was unable (a)/ to support her parent (b)/

even though both of them (c)/ had no income
of their own. (d)/ No error (e)

. Tax evaders should (a)/ be heavily fined (b)/

as they are doing (c)/ it intentionally. (d)/ No
error (e)

10.

The idea that shook (a)/ the whole world was
(b)/ published in one (c)/ of the unknown
journal. (d)/ No error (e)

Practice Set —1

1.

10.

The information supplied (a)/ to us were not as
(b)/ useful as we first (c)/ thought it would be.
(d)/ No error (e)

. The man (a)/ appears to have seen (b)/ more

happier days. (c)/ No error (d)

. Have you read (a)/ this book (b)/ farther than

I? (c)/ No error (d)

. The production of different kinds of artificial

materials (a)/ are essential to the conservation
of (b)/ our natural resources. (c)/ No error (d)

. My brother-in-law with his wife (a)/ now in

Singapore (b)/ were present at the function.

(¢)/ No error (d)

. She (a)/ eagerly wishes (b)/ to help me. (c)/ No

error (d)

. The sun is shining good (a)/ about (b)/ the

horizon. (c)/ No error (d)

. To lead a well-balanced life (a)/ you need (b)/

to have other interests besides studying; (c)/ No
error (d)

. Nehru was (a)/ a great politician (b)/ and a

great statesman. (c)/ No error (d)

The disclosure of the synopsis of (a)/ the
Thakkar Commission Report (b)/ on the
assassination of Mrs. Gandhi has raised several
vital questions. (c)/ No error (d)

Practice Set —1

1.

2.

3.

Her (a)/ knowledge of English are (b)/ very
limited. (c)/ No error (d)

There are so many filths (a)/ all around (b)/ the
place. (c)/ No error (d)

Do you really believe (a)/ that she has blamed

us (b)/ for the accident, especially you and I?
(¢)/ No error (d)
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4.

10.

Nobody offered to give up (a)/ their seat to the
lady (b)/ holding her child in her arms. (c)/ No
error (d)

. He labours (a)/ hard lest (b)/ he may fail (c)/

No error (d)

. You have (a)/ no (b)/ excuse (c)/ to be late.

(d)/ No error (e)

. The flowers smell sweetly (2)/ and (b)/ are (c)/

of great value. (d)/ No error (€)

. His all daughters (a)/ are ugly so (b)/ they

cannot be married. (c)/ No error (d)

. Two men have (a)/ been arrested (b)/ by the

police who are believed (c)/ to be involved in

the robbery. (d)/ No error (e)

The price (2)/ of his caris (b)/ higher (c)/ than
your car. (d)/ No error (e)

Practice Set —1

. He suggested (a)/ that I should (b)/ see him

(c)/ in his letter. (d)/ No error (e)

. I am hardly pressed (a)/ for time, (b)/ I can not

(c)/ accompany you. (d)/ No error (e)

. Even so great a poet (2)/ like Shakespeare (b)/

has his (c)/ faults. (d)/ No error (e)

. I have great pleasure (a)/ move (b)/ this

resolution (c)/ for your consent. (d)/ No error

©

. Did not the teacher (a)/ instruct you (b)/ to

revise your answer (c)/ if time was available?

(d)/ No error (e)

. No sooner the bell rang (a)/ than the teacher

entered the class (b)/ No error (c)

. Wearing a costly suit (b)/ and flaunting a foreign

accent (b)/ does not make (c)/ one respectable.
(e)/ No error (e)

. Lhave pleasure (a)/ to certify (b)/ that Shamim

worked meritoriously (c)/ for the last three
years in our organisation. (d)/ No error (e)

. Pappu was happy that Jyot and (a)/ his sister

was going (b)/ on the same train (c)/ next day.
(d)/ No error (e)

10.

1.

10.

The manager tested (2)/ the peon to see (b)/ if
he could (c)/ read English. (d)/ No error (e)

Practice Set —1

It was difficult (a)/ to persuade Subas to agree
(b)/ to read the book (c)/ to the blind man. (d)/
No error (e)

. How to solve the problems (a)/ is the main

concern (b)/ of the organisers (c)/ at the
moment. (d)/ No error (e)

. Upon arrival (a)/ at any place of posting (b)/ I

found it greatly different than (c)/ what I had
imagined. (d)/ No error (e)

. Neither the speaker (a)/ nor his secretary (b)/

were informed (c)/ of the cancellation. (d)/ No
error (e)

. When learning to swim (a)/ one of the most

important things (b)/ is to relax. (c)/ No error

@

. Each girl (a)/ was given abunch of flowers (b)/

which pleased her very much. (c)/ No error (d)

. He says he (a)/ is going to (b)/ cut down his

smoking. (c)/ No error (d)

. The Department of Modern Indian Langauges

(a)/ is running a course in Comparative
Literature (b)/ for the last fifteen years. (c)/ No
error (d)

. After you will return (2)/ from Shimla (b)/ I

will come and see you. (c)/ No error (d)

Had he follow (a)/ the directions carefully (b)/
he would have felt (c)/ better much quicker.
(d)/ No error (e)

Practice Set —1

1.

2.

Once he realised (a)/ that he has committed a
mistake (b)/ he admits it (c)/ and arrected it
without delay. (d)/ No error (e)

Since we do not accept cheques (a)/ you will
have to buy (b)/ a draft so that to pay (c)/ for
you tickets. (d)/ No error (e)
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. The parents scolded the child (a)/ for having

broke the windows (b)/ but their words fell (c)/
on deaf ears. (d)/ No error (e)

. Each cigarette which (a)/ a person smokes

some (b)/ does (c)/ harm to him. (d)/ No error
©

. He hoped to finish (a)/ the work in the last

week (b)/ butin fact (c)/ he could not. (d)/ No

error (e)

. It was apparent to (a)/ everyone present that

(b)/ he would die (c)/ if doesn’t receive time
help. (d)/ No error (e)

. The speech he made (a)/ on his visit to our

college (b)/ concerning our society’s needs (c)/
have bothered me greatly. (d)/ No error (e)

. The driver tried his best (a)/ to avert the accident

by (b)/ bringing the car (c)/ to a suddenly stop.
(d)/ No error (e)

. The lecture to be held (a)/ in the auditorium

tomorrow (b)/ was open to the public (c)/ and
free of charge. (d)/ No error (e)

There appears to be (a)/ very little liaison (b)/
among the two of (c)/ the various wings of the
party. (d)/ No error (€)

Practice Set —1

1.

Everyone of the survivors (a)/ of the ill-fated
aircraft (b)/ have told (c)/ the same story. (d)/

No error (e)

. My neighbour along with his children (a)/ are

going tonight (b)/ to see the Taj Mahal (c)/ at
Agra. (d)/ No error (e)

. But for his cousin’s help (2)/ he would have

been (b)/ at the height (c)/ of his career. (d)/

No error (e)

. He would not have (a)/ written this letter (b)/

if he would not have (c)/ heard the news. (d)/

No error (e)

. Soon after their child was born (2)/ he went off

(b)/ leaving her (c)/ in the lurch. (d)/ No error (€).

. She was able (2)/ to free herself (b)/ with her

debts (c)/ by working very hard. (d)/ No error (e)

10.

. Hardly had we (2)/ settled down for the nights

rest (b)/ when we were started by (c)/ loud
noises outside the house. (d)/ No error (e)

. No sooner did (a)/ the train arrived at the

station (b)/ than the passengers (c)/ rushed
towards it. (d)/ No error (e)

. I have worked (a)/ in this office for six years

(b)/ but I now work (c)/ in a different office.
(d)/ No error (e)

A first European sailor (a)/ to come to India
(b)/ in modern times (c)/ was Vasco Da Gama.
(d)/ No error (e)

Practice Set —1

1.

10.

All we could find (a)/ from his neighbours are
(b)/ that he has (c)/ a job in the competition.
(d)/ No error (e)

. None of the rooms (a)/ are available (b)/ for

occupation (c)/ at present. (d)/ No error (€)

. Drawing water from the well (a)/ is preferable

(b)/ than depending on (c)/ the erratic tap-
water supply. (d)/ No error (e)

. May I know (a)/ whom (b)/ you wish (c)/ to

see now? (d)/ No error (€)

. Sumitra appealed (a)/ to the managing

committee (b)/ that she may be (c)/ allowed to

join the volunteer force. (d)/ No error (e)

. Being a short vacation (a)/ Vanita had to return

(b)/ without visiting (c)/ many of the places.
(d)/ No error (e)

. An uncle of mine (a)/ who is a lawyer (b)/ gave

me a useful advice (c)/ when I went to see him
there weeks ago. (d)/ No error (e)

. An old man in the crowd (a)/ warned Julius

Caesar (b)/ from the danger of death (c)/ on a
certain day. (d)/ No error (e)

. If John had told me (a)/ last Thursday (b)/ I

will have given him the money (c)/ but now it
is too late. (d)/ No error (€)

Never I have listened (2)/ to such beautiful
music (b)/ as the piece we heard on the radio

(¢)/ last night. (d)/ No error (e)
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EXPLANATIONS

Set |
1.

(b) ‘Ring him up’ in place of ‘ring him’. ‘Ring
up’ is the correct idiom.

. (2) ‘I enjoyed myself’ in place of ‘I enjoyed’.

Some verbs take reflexive pronouns after them.

See Rule 12.

. (¢) ‘Hung’ in place of ‘hanged’. ‘Hanged’is used

for living beings and ‘hung’ is used for other
objects.

. (d) “Was killed’ in place of ‘were killed’. Already

explained. See Rule 30.

. (b) ‘Had begun’ in place of ‘began’. See the

Rules of tense.

. (c) ‘Preferable to’ in place of ‘more preferable

than’. ‘Preferable’ is a word indicating
a comparative sense and thus ‘more’ is
superfluous. Secondly, ‘prefer’ is followed by

‘to’.

. (©) Nor’ in place of ‘or’. Nor’ is used after ‘neither’.

8. (d) ‘Has been’ in place of ‘have been’. When

10.

Set 2

two subjects are joined by ‘or’, it is treated as
singular.

. (¢) “To those’ in place of ‘than that’. ‘Superior’

1s followed by “to’. Techniques is a plural subject
and thus the pronoun for it must be plural
Thus ‘those’ in place of ‘that.

(a) ‘No sooner had the news appeared’ in place
of ‘No sooner the news appeared’. Already
discussed earlier. ‘No sooner’ is used in two
forms: (I) ‘No sooner had’ and (i) ‘No sooner

did’.

1. (d) ‘That of Tom’ in place “Tom’. See Rule 27.
2. (e) No Error
3. (b) ‘Three thousand’in place of ‘Three thousands’.

Some nouns, when preceded by a numeral, remain
unchanged in form. See Rule 4.

4. (e) No error

5. (c) ‘Has found’ in place of ‘have found’. ‘More

than one’ is singular.

10.
Set 3

. (¢) “Is’ in the place of ‘are’. “Three-fourths’

make one unit and thus it is singular.

. (¢) ‘The French’ in place of ‘French’. ‘The

French’ means ‘the French people’.

. (2) ‘The last three’ in place of ‘The three last’.

Explained earlier. See Rule 35.

. (¢) ‘Warmer in place of ‘warm’. Here the

sentence is in the comparative degree and thus
‘warmer’ is appropriate.

(e) No Error.

1. (b) ‘Manager’ in place of ‘as a manager’.

. (d) ‘Due to’ should be deleted. The reason is

sufficient. ‘Due to’ 1s a duplication and thus 1s
superfluous.

3. (a) ‘The price’ in place of ‘The prices’.

4. (d) ‘He retires’ in place of ‘he will retire’.
5. (d) ‘Of one’s’ in place of ‘his’. ‘One’ is followed

10.

by ‘one’s’. See Rule 11.

. () ‘Anybody else’ in place of ‘Anybody’. See

Rule 26.

. (b) ‘Three hundred year’ in place of ‘three

hundred years’. See Rule 4.

. (b) “The stronger and tallest’ in place of ‘very

tall’. A word showing superlative degree should
not be joined by a word showing comparative
or the assertive degree. Both qualifiers must be
of the same degree.

. (©) ‘On 3rd August’ in place of ‘the 3%

August’. When the letter or the number form
is used, the article is not required. When it
is in the word form, the article will be used.
Thus we can say 3rd August’ and ‘the third August’.

(d) ‘Declined’ in place of ‘denied’.

Set 4

1.

2.
3.

(c) “Spent’ in place of ‘spend’. The reporting
verb is in the past tense and thus all other
clauses must be in the past tense.

(c) ‘Tl in place of ‘up to’.

(d) “Who work for others’ in place of ‘work for
others’. One form of the verb pattern should



A.70 | Objective English for Competitive Examinations

10.

be used with one subject. If the verb pattern
changes the subject must be mentioned. Here
the subject is ‘those who’ and the verb is ‘are’.
It is an auxiliary verb. But, in the next clause,
the verb is main verb or action verb. Thus there
must be a subject.

. (¢) ‘I have been adopting’ in place of ‘I have’.

Here the tense should be in continuous sense.

. (¢) ‘But’ in the place of ‘than’.
. (b) ‘The Gita was’ in place of ‘Gita were’.

€.

. (d) “It’ is confusing; it is not clear whether ‘it’ is

for the mixture or for the child. Thus better to
use the word ‘the mixture’.

. (¢) “‘More than’ should be deleted. Double

comparatives are to be avoided. ‘Exceed’ 1s
sufficient.

(c) “Its’ in place of ‘their’. See the Rules of
pronouns. The pronoun for ‘everything’ is ‘its’.

Set 5

1.

(c) ‘Of” in place of ‘for’. Here the correct
preposition will be ‘of .

2. (¢) ‘In’ should be used in place of ‘into’.
3. (c) ‘Which he had wanted’ in place of ‘which he

10.

wanted’.

. (¢) “Was’ in place of ‘were’. Explained earlier.

See Rule 14.

. (2) ‘The tallest’ in place of ‘a tallest’. Here the

definite article should be used.

. (b) ‘Understood’in place of ‘wasunderstanding’.

See the Rules of tense.

. (¢) Delete ‘then’. ‘“Then’ is not required when

4f” is used.

. (2) ‘She told me’ in place of ‘she has told me’.

See the Rules of tense.

. (2) ‘In accepting’ in place of ‘to accept’. See

Rule 56.

(c) Delete ‘that’. It is unnecessary here.

Set 6

1.

(c) ‘Had wanted’ in place of ‘wanted’. See the
Rules of tense and see Rule 47.

2.

(a) ‘No other book’ in place of ‘no book’. See
Rule 26.

. (b) The article is not required here. It has to be

deleted. See Rule 53.

. (a) ‘After having worked’ in place of ‘After

working’. In such sentences the past perfect is
used.

. (d) ‘Is needed’ in place of ‘are needed’. See Rule

14.

. (d) “Is concerned’ in place of ‘are concerned’.

Has been explained earlier. See the rules of
subject-verb accord. The verb should be in
accordance with ‘painting’ which is the subject
and is singular.

. (¢) ‘Full data’ or ‘confirmed data’ in place of

‘firm’. The word “firm’ is inappropriate here.

8. (a) “There were’ in place of ‘there was’.

9. (d) ‘Because of” in place of ‘due to’. ‘Due to’

10.

always takes an abstract noun after it.

(d) “To come’ in place of ‘to go’. Look at the
sense in the sentence. Sushma, who is going
asks her sister. Thus she has to say ‘come’.

Set 7

1.

(a) “Sarita was so popular’ in place of ‘Sarita was
popular’. “That’ is preceded by ‘so’. See Rule 41.

. (b) ‘Comes on television’ in place of ‘came on

television’. See the Rules of tense.

. (a) ‘Was leaving’ in place of ‘was leading’.

‘Leading’ is not an appropriate word.

. (¢) ‘Additions’ in place of ‘addition’. See Rule

34.

5. (d) ‘Playing’ in place of ‘play’

. (d) ‘Fast’ in place of ‘faster’. This is a simple

sentence and thus ‘faster’ which indicates a
comparative sense Is inappropriate.

. (¢) “To work’ in place of ‘to working’.

. (a) ‘Despite’ in place of ‘in spite of’. The

meaning of ‘in spite of” is not appropriate here.

. (2) ‘No sooner had he arrived than’ in place of

‘sooner than he had arrived’. This is the correct
form of sentence structure in case of using ‘no
sooner than’ or ‘sooner than’. See Rule 38.
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10.

Set 8
1.

(b) “Was’ in place of ‘were’, in case the number

of the verb is singular. See Rule 29.

(a) “If you’ in place of if you will’. When two
parts of a sentence are in the future tense, the

reporting verb will be in the present indefinite.
See Rule 49.

. (2) ‘He had obtained good marks’ in place of

‘He obtained good marks’. See Rule 48.

. (d) ‘And reported the matter’ in place of ‘and

report the matter’. See Rule 46

. (2) ‘Ithas been raining’ in place of ‘Itis raining’.

The perfect continuous tense is required here.

See Rule 51.

. (b) ‘I could’ in place of ‘could I’. See narration

Rules.

6. (b) ‘Are’ in place of ‘am’.

7. (a) ‘If you try’ in place of ‘If you would try’.

10.

Already explained earlier. See Rule 49.

. (b) “Than all the other boys’ in place of ‘than all

the boys’. See Rule 26.

. (b) “That he could’ in place of ‘that he would’.

See the Rules of tense.
(c) ‘Because’ in place of ‘for’. See Rule 58.

Set 9

1.

(a) My friend had not seen me’ in place of ‘my
friend did not see me’. See Rule 47.

. (b) ‘Upon’ in place of “with’. See the Rules of

preposition.

. (a) There should be an object after “collided’ to

make the meaning clear.

. (b) “The’ in place of ‘a’. “The’ is used to show

the superlative degree. See Rule 54.

. (a) “While he was going to his office’ in place

of ‘while going to his office’. In sentences
beginning with ‘while’, ‘when’, ‘this’, ‘it’, or
similar conjunctions, you should be careful to
see that the meaning is clear. There should be
no confusion in the first part.

. (2) “‘Why don’t you tell him’ in place of ‘why you

don’t told him’. see the rules of tense and forms
of interrogative sentences.

10.

. (a) “Very promptly he’ in place of ‘He very

promptly’. Words have been misplaced here.
See Rule 35.

. (¢) “Gitls’ in place of ‘girl’. ‘One of” is followed

by a plural object. See Rule 34.

. (d) ‘And fired him’ in place of ‘and has fired

me’. The reporting verb is in the past tense and
thus other clauses must be in the past tense.

(c) “Was present’ in place of ‘were present’. In
the case of ‘along with’, the verb isin accordance
with the first object. See Rule 46.

Set 10
1. (b) ‘Pull off’ in place of “put off’.

. (¢) “Is’ in place of ‘are’. The subject ‘the only

good thing’ is singular and thus the verb will be
singular.

. (2) ‘Brothers-in-law’ in place of ‘brother-in-

laws’. For the plural ‘s’ is added to the root
word.

. (¢) “Too heavy’ in place of ‘too much’.

5. (b) ‘who have’ in place of ‘who has’. “‘Who” has

been used here for ‘sons’ and as this is plural,
the verb should also be in accordance with that.

. (b) “Than’ in place of ‘that. See Rule 38.

7. (b) ‘Found hanged’ in place of ‘found hanging’.

10.

See the Rules of tense.

. (¢) ‘I would have died’ in place of ‘I would die’.

This is the form of structure. If two parts of a
sentence are in the past tense, one part will be
in the past indefinite and another in the past
perfect. See Rule 48.

. (b) ‘With’ in place of ‘at’. See the Rules of

preposition.

(a) ‘Lay’ in place of 9aid’. ‘Lay’ is the past
indefinite form of lie’.

Set | |

1.

(d) “Was’ in place of ‘were’. The verb will be
in accordance with the first subject in case of
‘together with’. See Rule 30.

2. (d) ‘Their’ in place of ‘its’. The pronoun must

be in accordance with ladies’. See Rule 9.
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3. (b) ‘Of’ in place of ‘on’. See Prepositions.
4. (b) ‘Was’ in place of ‘were’. See Rule 30.
5. (c) ‘Have’ in place of ‘has’. The simple rule of

subject-verb accord should be taken care of.

. (d) “Was’ in place of ‘were’. When two singular

subjects are joined by neither-nor, the verb is
singular. See Rule 14.

. (2) “‘Was’ in place of ‘is’. See Rules of tense.

8. (c) ‘When’ in place of ‘than’. See Rule 36.

10.

. (b) ‘Than’ in place of ‘to’. ‘Than’ is normally

used in comparative degree. See Rule 25.

(a) ‘He had hoped’ in place of ‘he hoped’. See
Rules of tense.

Set 12

1.

(a) ‘He comes there not only” in place of ‘he not
only comes there’. The error is in placement of
words. See Rule 35.

. (d) ‘Had broken’ in place of ‘has broken’. See

Rules of tense.

. (d) “Strong points’ in place of ‘stronger points’.

No need of the comparative degree. See Rules
of degree.

4. (d) To the’ in place of ‘than the’. See Rule 25.
5. (d) ‘Headmen’ in place of ‘headman’. “One of’

1s followed by a plural noun. See Rule 11.

. (2) ‘No other king’ in place of ‘no king’. Itis an

important rule. Try to understand it carefully.
See Rule 26.

7. (a) ‘Not to talk of’ in place of ‘what to talk of”.
See Rule 55.
8. (b) ‘Myself’ is unwanted. It confuses the
meaning,
9. (a) ‘He wrote only’ in place of ‘he only wrote’.
See Rule 35.
10. (c) ‘Each other’ in place of ‘one another’. See
Rule 17.
Set I3
1. () ‘A little water’ in place of Tittle water’. See
Rule 23.
2. (d) ‘Himself” in place of ‘themselves’. See Rule

10.

3.

(a) “If I were’in place of 4f I was’. In sentences
showing condition ‘were’ is used. See Rule 45.

. (d) ‘Should be’ in place of ‘may be’. ‘Lest’ is

followed by ‘should’. See Rule 39.

. (d) ‘There common’ in place of ‘his common’.

The pronoun must be in accordance with the
subject. Here the subject is plural. See Rule 9.

. (¢) “Son failing’ in place of ‘son’s failing’. The

use of the apostrophe is not required here.

7. (a) “To expect’ in place of ‘For expecting’.

8. (b) ‘Parents’ in place of ‘parent’ parents is a

10.

plural noun and is always used in plural form.

. (¢) “They have been doing’ in place of ‘they are

doing’. The sentence is in perfect continuous
tense. See Rules of tense.

(d) Journals’ in place of journal’. ‘One of” is
always followed by a plural object. See Rule 34.

Set 14

1.

10.

(b) “Was not’ in place of ‘were not’. Information
1s always used in singular. See Rule 1.

. (c) ‘Happier’ in place of ‘more happier’. Double

comparatives should be avoided.

. (¢) ‘Further’ in place of ‘Farther’. ‘Farther’ is

used to denote a sense of distance and ‘further’
is used to indicate more.

. (b) ‘Is essential’ in place of ‘are essential’. The

subject 1s production, not materials. As the
subject is singular, the verb will be singular. Be
careful about the subject-verb accord.

. () “Was’ in place of ‘were’. In case of ‘along

with’ or ‘with’, the verb is in accordance with
the first subject. See Rule 30.

. (b) “Wishes eagerly’ in place of ‘eagerly wishes’.

See Rule 35.

. (2) ‘Good’ is inappropriate. It is an adjective. An

adverb should be used, say, ‘fine’ or brightly’.

. () “To live’ in place of ‘to lead’. The word is

Inappropriate.

. (¢) ‘And great statesman.’ When the same article

is to be used with two successive subjects, the
first works for the next also.

(c) “Vital questions’ in place of “vital question’.
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Set 15

1.

(b) ‘English is” in place of ‘English are’. See the

Rules on the subject-verb accord.

. (2) ‘“There is so much filth’ in place of ‘There

are so many filths.” Filth is uncountable and thus
‘much’ should be used in place of ‘many’.

3. (¢) You and me’ in place of ‘you and I’.

4. (b) ‘His seat’ in place of ‘their seat’. The

pronoun for ‘nobody’ is singular, his or her. See

Rule 9.

. (¢) ‘Should’ in place of ‘may’. ‘Lest’ is followed

by ‘should’. See Rule 39.

6. (d) ‘For being late’ in place of ‘to be late’.

7. (a) ‘Sweet’ in place of ‘sweetly’. Sweetly is an

10.

adverb and an adjective should be used here.

. (a) ‘All his daughters’ in place of ‘His all

daughters’. Here the error is in placement of
words. See Rule 35.

. (c) Here the words ‘who are’ create confusion. It

1s not clear whether the words are for the police
or for the men who have been arrested. Such
tags cause confusion and should be avoided.

(d) “Than that of” in place of ‘than your’. Here
the comparison is between the price of the two
cars. Thus ‘that of” or ‘the price of”’ should be
used. See Rule 27.

Set 16

1.

(d) “In his letter’, 1s inappropriate. This tag
should come after ‘he suggested’. It is an error
of misplacement of words, causing confusion.

See Rule 35.

. (2) ‘I am hard pressed’ in place of ‘hardly

pressed’. See the usage of adverbs.

3. (a) ‘As’ in place of “so’. ‘Like’is preceded by ‘as’.

4. (b) ‘In moving’ in place of ‘to move’.

5. (a) ‘Did the teacher not’ in place of ‘Did not the

teacher’. Here the error is of misplacement of
words. See Rule 35.

. (2) ‘No sooner did the bell ring’ in place of ‘no

sooner the bell rang’. ‘No sooner’ is used in two
forms in the past tense: (1) No sooner did; (2)
No sooner had. See Rule 38.

10.

. (¢) ‘Do not’ in place of ‘does not’. The two

subjects have been joined by ‘and’. Thus the
verb should be plural.

. (¢) ‘Has been working’ in place of “worked’.

The sentence is in the continuous tense. See

Rule 51.

. (b) “Were going’ in place of ‘was going’. See the

rules of the subject-verb accord.

() ‘To see’ is redundant. It should be deleted.
“Tested” and ‘to see’ both mean the same thing;

Set 17

1.

() “To agree’ is redundant. “To persuade’ and
‘to agree’ mean the same thing.

2. (e) No error

3. (¢) ‘From’ in place of ‘that’. ‘Different’ takes

‘from’ after it.

. (c) “Was’ in place of ‘were’. See Rule 14.

5. (a) ‘While’ in place of “when’.

10.

. (c) Here the pronoun should be ‘them’ as the

meaning implied here is for the whole lot.

. (2) ‘He says that’ in place of ‘He says’.

. (b) ‘Has been running’ in place of ‘s running’.

See Rule 51.

. (a) You return’ in place of ‘you will return’.

Future tense cannot be used twice in two
different parts of a sentence. See Rule 49.

(a) ‘Had he followed’ in place of ‘had he follow’.
The correct past perfect form is followed’. See
Rules of tense.

Set 18

1.

() ‘He admitted’ in place of ‘He admits’. The
reporting verb is in the past tense and thus all
other clauses of the sentence must be in the
past tense. See Rule 46.

. (¢) “To pay’ or ‘so that you may pay’ in place of

‘so that to pay’. It makes the structure faulty and
clumsy.

. (b) ‘For having broken’ in place of ‘for having

broke’. This is the correct form of verb. See the
rules of tense.



A.74 | Objective English for Competitive Examinations

4.

10.

(a) ‘That’ in place of ‘which’. The correct word
in such cases is ‘that’, not ‘which’.

. (2) ‘He had hoped’ in place of ‘He hoped’.

When there are two parts of a sentence and
both are in the past form, one part will be in
the past perfect form and the other in the past
indefinite form. The part showing the first
incident will be in the perfect form. See Rule 47.

. (d) ‘Did not’ in place of ‘doesn’t’. As the

reporting verb is in the past tense, other clauses
have also to be in the past tense. See Rule 46.

. (d) ‘Has bothered’ in place of ‘have bothered’.

The subject is the speech he made. It is singular
and thus the verb will be ‘has’.

. (d) “‘Sudden’ in place of ‘suddenly’. Here an

adjective is required, not an adverb.

. (¢) Is Open’ in place of ‘was open’. The rule

that future tense cannot appear twice in a
sentence will be applicable. See Rule 49.

(c) ‘Between’ in place of ‘among’. For two
persons ‘between’ is used and for more than
two persons ‘among’ is used.

Set 19

1.

(c) ‘Has told’ in place of ‘have told’. The verb
will be in accordance with ‘everyone’. See Rule

10.

. (b) “Is going’ in place of ‘are going’. In case of

‘along with’ the verb will be in accordance with
the first subject. See Rule 30.

. (b) ‘He would not have been’ in place of ‘he

would have been’. In an expression beginning
with ‘but for’, the next part should contain a
negative to make the meaning;

. () “If he had not heard the news’ in place of ‘f he

would not have’. ‘Would not have’, cannot be used
twice in the same sentence. If one part is ‘would’

the other part should be ‘had’. See Rule 48.

. (b) “Went out’ in place of ‘went off’. For a living

man, the correct expression is ‘went out’. ‘Went

off” may be used in cases like “The light went off”.

. (¢) ‘From’ in place of ‘with’. See the Rules of

preposition.

. (e) No Error.

8. (b) ‘Arrive’in place of ‘arrived’. After ‘no sooner
did’ the verb will be in the present tense. ‘Did’
1s followed by the present form of verb: Did he
‘go’® He did not ‘come’ on time.

9. (a) ‘I have been working’ in place of ‘I have
worked’. ‘Six years’ indicate that the work began
in the past and has been continuing. Thus the
perfect continuous tense is required.

10. (a) “The’ in place ‘a’. Here as it is the case of the

first European, it is a definite case and thus the
definite article ‘the’ should be used. See Rule 54.

Set 20

1. (b) Is’ in place of ‘are’. ‘All we could find’ 1s
singular and thus the verb will be singular.

2. (b) ‘None of the rooms’ here indicates
a singular sense and thus the verb will
be singular. Usually ‘none’ 1s used in singular.

>

3. (¢) ‘To’ mn place of ‘than’. ‘Prefer’ takes ‘to’
after it. See Rule 25.

4. (b) ‘Who, 1n place of ‘whom’.

5. (c) ‘Might’ in place of ‘may’. The reporting
verb 1s appealed. It i1s in the past tense and

thus all other clauses will be in the past tense.
See Rule 46.

6. (2) Itbeing a short vacation’ in place of being a
short vacation’ There should be a subject here.

7. (c) A piece of useful advice

8. (c) Against’ in place of ‘from’. See the Rules
of preposition.

9. (¢) T would have’ in place of ‘I will have’. See
Rule 48.

10. (a) ‘Never have I’ in place of ‘Never I have’.

Additional Practice Sets

Direction for Questions |- 40

Read each sentence to find out whether there is any
grammatical error in it. The error, if any, will be in one
part of the sentence. The alphabet of that part is the
answer. If there is no error, the answer is (e) ie. ‘No
error’. (Ignore the errors of punctuation, if any).
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

. As they watched (a)/ the football match (b)/

the huge crowd (c)/ chant in unison (d). No
error (e).

. The noise was (2)/ so faintly that/ (b) one had

to strain (c)/ one’ ears to hear it (d). No error

(e).

. When he found out that (a)/ the girl had

escaped (b)/ he was absolute (c)/ irritated and
furious. (d). No error (e).

. The weather is (a)/ much more warmer (b)/

than it was (c)/ a few days ago (d). No error (e).

. A vast numbers (2)/ of people greeted (b)/ the

film star on his arrival (c)/ at the airport (d). No
error (e)

. Time the concertended, (a)/ the crowd clapped

(b)/ and cheered/ enthusiastically (d). No error
©

. The students blamed (a)/ their professor for

(b)/ their late arrival (c)/ in the concert. (d). No

error (e)

. We have many rooms (2)/ in our house, (b)/

several of which (c)/ have not been in use for
years .No error (e)

. When I heard (a)/ footsteps behind me (b)/ I

was being scared (c)/ that I would be attacked
(d).No error (e)

The Manager said that (a)/ he wanted to known
(b)/ the pros and cons (c)/ of the issue. (d). No

error (e)

We have recently began (a)/ the process of
recruiting (b)/ insurance agents for (c)/ our
North-Eastern branches. (d)/ No error (€)

Inspite that organisations are aware (a)/ of the
importance of IT (b)/ they often do not know
(c)/ how to deploy it effectively. (d)/ No error (e)

Although interlinking of rivers will (a)/ help
tackle drought, the government (b)/ has not
paid much (c)/ attention to this project. (d)/
No error (e)

Keeping in mind that India (a)/ is one of the
world’s fastest (b)/ growing economies many
international (c)/ companies are invested in

India. (d)/ No error (e)

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

24.

26.

27.

Despite the merger, (a)/ the airline has reported
(b)/ sizeable losses and is unable (c)/ to pay
their employees. (d)/ No error (e)

The company’s decision to issue (2)/ bonus shares
clearly indicates (b)/ the management’s confident
(c)/ about the future. (d)/ No error (e)

RBI is in favour (a)/ of amending currently
(b)/ policies governing operations of (c)/
foreign banks in India. (d)/ No error (e)

These recently upgraded branch offices (a)/
have been fully computerised (b)/ and are
connected to headquarters (c)/ to ensure
proper monitoring. (d)/ No error (e)

The rise in prices of food items is (a)/ likely the
cause of inflation (b)/ to exceed eight percent
(c)/ during the next quarter. (d)/ No error (e)

Many people believe that (a) the nationalisation
of banks in (b) the 1960s have protected India
(c)/ from the current financial crisis. (d)/ No
error (e)

To begun with (a)/ three agencies were/
(b) retained to study/ (c) and submit
recommendations. (d)/ No error ()

. To clamp down on illegal mining (a)/ that loses

money for the exchequer,/ (b) local people
need to empowered/ (c) to vet and oversee
operations. (d)/ No error (e)

. In real terms, it (a)/ means passing up on/ (b)

opportunities that presents/ (c) themselves to

us. (d)/ No error (e)

The failure to control (a)/ losses or increase
revenues/ (b)in a market growing/ (c) in double
digit is significantly. (d)/ No error (e)

. There have been (2)/ marked changes/ (b) but

social rather/ (c) then economic. (d)/ No error (€)

Not withstand his (a)/ frequent indisposition,/
(b) he has diligently attended/ (c) every single
court hearing, (d)/ No error (e)

The administration continued to (a)/ improve
bilateral relations, (b)/ while deepening and/
(c) formalizing the economic dialogue. (d)/ No

error (e)
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28.

29.

30.

31

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

The cause of rising crimes (2)/ against women
has its roots/ (b) in the skewed sex ratio which/
(c) males outnumber females. (d)/ No error (e)

Now that more and more (a)/ internet sites are
tailored/ (b) their services to the requirements
of individual users,/ (3 ) queries may yield
different outcomes for different people. (d)/
No error (e)

These are among (a)/ the many contentious
points/ (b) that the author make/ (c) in his
controversial book. (d)/ No error (e)

As they watched (a) the football match ‘(b)/ the
huge crowd (c)/ chant in unison (d). No error
©-

The noise was (a)/ so faintly that (b)/ one ‘had
to strain (c)/ one’ ears lo hear it (d). No error
©-

When, he found out that (a)/ the girl had
escaped (b)/ he was absolute (c)/ irritated and
furious. (d). No error (e).

My cousin’s wedding provided (a)/ me with the
chance (b)/ to meet with relatives (c)/ had not
met for a long time (d) No error (e).

There are floods in this (a)/ region last year but
(b)/ many of victims have (c)/ not yet been
compensated (d). No error (e).

We must ensure that (a)/ all our records (b)/ are
computrised (c) for next year (d) No error (e)
In order to impart (a)/ training to bank
employees (b)/ we are seting up (c)/ centers of
various locations. (d). No error (e)

When Rahul reached (a)/ the office there was
so (b)/ he sat down to wait. (d)/ No error (e)
The completion (a)/ of the tunnel 2/ has been
held (c)/ up owing to the strike (d). No error (e)
The Director (a)/ spoke clearly and distinctly
(b)/ therefore the audience (c)/ Directions (d).

No error (e)

Directions for Questions 41 to 60

Read each sentence to find out whether there isany

grammatical error in it.The error, if any, will be in one
part of the sentence. The alphabet of that part is the
answer. If there is no error the answer is(d) i.e. No

error. (Ignore the errors of punctuation, if any).

41.

When I entered the bedroom, (2)/ I saw a snake
crawling (b)/ on the ground, (c)/ No error (d)

42. He was debarred (a)/ to appear (b)/ at the

43.
4.

45.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51

examination, (c)/ No error (d)

Itisnot (a)/ [ who's (b)/ to blame, (c)/ No error (d)
Shyam is telling (a)/ that [ have (b)/ stolen his pen.
(©)/ No error (d)

The timid creature was driven (a)/ into a narrow lane
(b)/ where it was slewed by the kidnapper. ()/ No

error (d)

. The river is in spate (2)/ and it has overflow (b)/ its

banks, (c)/ No error (d)

Itis a truth that (a)/ those who are jealous of others
(b)/ never get peace in life. (c)/ No error (d)

I was having a holiday (2)/ by seaside last summer
(b)/ when I ran into captain Robinson. (c)/ No error
@

The driver showed (a)/ great talent in keeping (b)/
the damaged car under control. (c)/ No error (d)

He described about (a)/ the unpleasant experiences
(b)/ he had in the jail (c)/ No error (d)

The GM. (2)/ of the company (b)/ dispensed the
Managers services. (c)/ No error (d)

52. If it were possible to get near when (2)/ one of the

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

volcanic eruptions take place (b)/ we should see a
grand sight. (¢)/ No error (d)

Engines used in space shuttles (a)/ are much larger
(b)/ and more strong than the ones used in jet planes.
(©)/ No error (d)

Walking along (2)/ the bank of the river (b)/ the road
begins to rise. (¢)/ No error (d)

A rise in rents and wages (a)/ have been found (b)/
to go together. (c)/ No error (d)

Remember that a (2)/ stitch at a time (b)/ saves nine.
(©)/ No error (d)

If T got rich (a)/ I would travel (b)/ around the
world. (c)/ No error (d)

I shall avail (a)/ of this opportunity (b)/ to meet you
there. (c)/ No error (d)

Tea grows (2)/ both in Assam (b)/ and Ceylon. (c)/
No error (d)
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60. Of the two greatcities (a)/ the formeris (b)/ biggest.
(©)/ No error (d)

Directions for Questions 61 to 70

Read each sentence to find out whether there isany
grammatical error in it.The error, if any, will be in one
part of the sentence. The alphabet of that part is the
answer. If there is no error the answer is(d) i.e. No
error. (Ignore the errors of punctuation, if any).

61. As you know(a)/ by my visiting card(b)/ I am
now(c)/ in Mumbai(d)/ No error(e).

62. With a fresh coat(a)/ of paint(b)/ the school
can(c)/ look much nice(d)/ No error(e)

63. I asked the salesman(a)/ If I could exchanged
(b)/ the faulty camera (c)/ with another one(d)/

No error(e)

64. 1 took me(a)/ almost a hour(b)/ to fill the(c)/
application form(d)/ No error(e)

65. Sheinsists(a)/ youstay(b)/ untilherhusband(c)/
comes home(d)/ No error(e)

66. I don’t understand! (a)/ how she could(b)/ treat
him(c)/ so bad(d)/ No error(e)

67. At any arrival! (a)/ in Delhi(b)/ I went
straight(c)/ to the nearest hospital. (d)/ No
error(e)

68. It is more better (a)/ if one of the parents(b)/
stays at home(c)/ to look after the children(d)/
No error (e)

69. These reports have (a)/ deterred some(b)/
women to have(c)/ the operation(d)/ No
error(e)

70. I answered (2)/ the questions (b)/ as best as
(¢)/ I could(d)/ No error/ (e)

Directions for Questions 71 to 90

Read each sentence to find out whether there isany
grammatical error in it.The error, if any, will be in one
part of the sentence. The alphabet of that part is the
answer. If there is no error the answer is(d) i.e. No
error. (Ignore the errors of punctuation, if any).

71. We had a lot of difficulty (a)/ to find (b)/ the
house.(c)/ No error. (d).

72. Patience as well as perseverance (a)/ are
necessary (b)/ for success. (c)/ No error/ (d).

73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

The passer-by told us (a)/ where was the
marriage hall (b)/ and even led us to it. (<)/ No
error (d).

The increase in consumption is directly (a)/
proportional to the increase (b)/ in income.

(c)/ No error. (d).

In Singapore (2)/ my brother-in- law with his
wife (b)/ were present at the function. (c)/ No
error. (d).

Scarcely had (a)/ I arrived than (b)/ the train
left. (c)/ No error. (d).

The reason why (2)/ he was rejected (b)/ was

because he was too young (c)/ No error. (d).

Teachers of various schools (2)/ met to discuss
about (b)/ how to improve the standard of
English.(c)/ No error. (d).

His tradition-bound attitude (2)/ had to be a

constant source of dissatisfaction (b)/ among the
younger members of the family.(c)/ No error. (d).

The two first to arrive (a)/ were the lucky
recipients (b)/ of a surprise gift. (c)/ No error
@

He thinks that he (a)/ knows his subject well
(b)/ and can taught this to others also. (c)/ No
error (d)

Sita and her children feels (a)/ that they have
been (b)/ given a raw deal by the society in
general. (c)/ No error (d)

Either he nor his brother (a)/ was informed
about (b)/ the venue of the meeting of our
society. (c)/ No error (d)

Enough is enough (a)/ I cannot now (b)/
tolerate this working any much. (c)/ No Error
@

Given a choice (a)/ I will prefer working (b)/ in
field to working in office. (c)/ No error (d)

Inspite trying (a)/ our best we could not (b)/
reach an agreement on any of the issues. (c)/
No error (d)

What was his response (a)/ when you tried (b)/
to got some information from him? (c)/ No

error (d)

. Ever since (a)/ I joined (b)/ he has not been

attend office. (c)/ No error (d)
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89. This time election (a)/ did not had (b)/ heat
and dust usually associated with it. (c)/ No
error (d)

90. I along with my family (a)/ were planning to
(b)/ go for a picnic on this weekend. (c)/ No
error (d)

Directions for Questions 91 to 100

Read each sentence to find out whether there isany
grammatical error in it.The error, if any, will be in one
part of the sentence. The alphabet of that part is the
answer. If there is no error the answer is(d) i.e. No
error. (Ignore the errors of punctuation, if any).

91. The martyrdom (a)/ about Sardar Bhagat (b)/
Singh created (c)/ a stir. (d)/ No error (€)

92. He is well (a)/ known in Hindi, (b)/ Urdu and
(c)/ Arabic languages. (d)/ No error (e)

93. Ruskin had postulated (a)/ the concept of
social affection (b)/ as the founding principle

9.

95.

96.

97.

98.

929.

100.

(¢)/ of a humanity economy. (d) No error (e)

His only motive (a)/ was to finding (b)/ the
truth and (c)/ follow it. (d)/ No error ()

On the surfacing (a)/ she presented herself
(b)/ as someone in supreme (c)/ control of her
life. (d)/ No error (e)

Motivating the youth of (a)/ the nationis (b)/ the
central theme (c)/ of the book.(d)/ No error (€)
He have faced (a)/ failures and (b)/
disappointments without(c)/ feeling defeated.
(d)/ No error (e)

Since time immemorial (2)/ , India spiritual (b)/
wisdom has being (c)/ its strength. (d)/ No error (¢)
Courage is an (2)/ inner fortress which (b)/ no
enemy can (c)/ ever destruction. (d)/ No error (€)
Boldness has (a)/ genius, power and (b)/
magic in it along (c)/ with infinite possibilities.
(d)/ No error (e)

C ANSWER KEY

1. () 2. (b) 3
6. (a) 7. (©) 8.
1. () 12. (a) 13.
16. (c) 17. () 18.
21. (a) 22. () 23.
26. (a) 27. (a) 28.
31. () 32. (b) 33.
36. (d) 37. (d) 38.
4. @© 42. (b) 43,
46. (b) 47. () 48,
51. (<) 52. () 53.
56. (b) 57. () 58.
61. (b) 62. (d) 63.
66. (d) 67. (a) 68.
71. (b) 72. (b) 73.
76. (b) 77. () 78.
81. () 82. (a) 83.
86. (a) 87. () 88.
91. (a) 92. (b) 93.
96. (e) 97. () 98.

. (©

@
@
©
©
©
©
Q)
®)
©
©
@
®)
@
®)
®)
@
©
@
©

4 () 5. (a)
9. () 10. (b)
14. () 15. (d)
19. () 20. (0
24. (d) 25. (d)
29. () 30. (0
34. () 35. ()
39. () 40. (a)
4. (a) 45. (0
49. (a) 50. (a)
54. (d) 55. (b)
59. (a) 60. ()
64. (a) 65. (a)
69. () 70. ()
74, (d) 75. ()
79. (b) 80. (a)
84. () 85. (d)
89. (b) 90. (b)
94. (b) 95. (a)
99. (d) 100. (b)



SPOTTING ERRORS
VARIATION PATTERN-1

In recent years some variations have been made in the
format of the questions on spotting errors. Candidates
must remain calm when there 1s a deviation from the
previous pattern. A thorough understanding of the
rules of grammar and an alert application of these
rules will help them solve these questions irrespective
of their format. Let us solve some questions.

State Bank P O. Examination
November, 1995.

Directions: In each of the following questions, five
sentences are given which are on the same theme.
Decide which sentence is the preferable one with
respect to grammar and usage suitable for formal
writing in English and mark the number of that

sentence on the answersheet.

Set |

1. If you would have told me that you were in
Bombay I would have certainly contacted you
instead of getting bored there.

2. If you would have told me that you were in
Bombay I had certainly contacted you to instead
of getting bored there.

3. If you had told me that you were in Bombay I
would have certainly contacted you instead of
getting bored there.

4. If you had told me that you were in Bombay
I would have certainly contacted you despite
getting bored there.

5. If you had told me that you were in Bombay
I had certainly contacted by you instead of
getting bored there.

Set 2

1. The receptionist must answer courteously the
questions of all them callers.

2. The receptionist must answer courteously the
question what are asked by the callers.

3. There would have been no trouble if the
receptionist have always answered courteously.

4. The receptionist courteously should answer the
questions of all callers.

5. The receptionist should answer courteously the
questions of all callers.
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Set 3
1.

The supervisors reprimanded the typist whom
he believed had made careless errors.

. The typists would have corrected the errors had they

of known that the supervisors would see the report.

. Many errors were found in the report which

they typed and could not disregarded them.

. The errors in the typed reports were so

numerous that they could hardly be overlooked.

. The typist had corrected the errors had they known

that the supervisors would have seen the reports.

Set 4

1.

Since the report lacked needed information it
was of no use to them.

. The report was useless to them because there

were no needed information in it.

. Since the report did not contain the needed

information, it was not real useful to them.

. Being that the report lacked the needed

information, they could not use it.

. Since the report lacked needed information it

would have not been useful to them.

Set 5

1.

The company had hardly declared the dividend
till the notices were prepared for mailing.

. No sooner had the dividend been declared than

the notices were prepared for mailing,

. They had no sooner declared the dividend

when they sent the notices to the stockholders.

. Scarcely had the dividend been declared than

the notices were sent out.

. Since the dividend being declared than the

notices were prepared for mailing.

Let us apply our rules.

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATION

1.

(1) There is error in i you would have. It should
be had you. See Rule 48. (2) There are errors in
both first and second clauses. (3) It is correct
according to Rule 48 and the meaning is also
clear. (4) The structure is correct but the use of
despite disturbs the meaning of the sentence. (5)

There is error in the second clause. Thus the

answer is 3.

2. (1) Them is wrong (error of pronoun). (2)

What is wrong (error of conjunction). (3) Hare
is wrong (error of verb form). (4) Courteously
should is wrong (error of adverb). (5) It has no

error and thus this is the answer.

3. (1) Whom is wrong (error of pronoun). (2) they

of known is wrong (error of preposition). (3)
Could not disregarded is wrong (error of verb
form). (4) No error. (5) There are errors in both
clauses. Thus the answer 1s 4.

4. (1) No error. (2) Were 1s wrong (error of verb).

(3) Realis wrong (error of adverb). (4) There is
error in the first clause. (5) There is error in the
second clause. Thus the answer is 1.

5. (1) The first clause is wrong. (2) No error. (3)

When is wrong (than should be used). (4) Than
is wrong (when should be sued). (5) The first

clause 1s wrong. Thus the correct answer is 2.

Practice Set

Directions:

In each of the following questions,

five sentences are given which are on the same

theme. Decide which sentence is the preferable

one with respect to grammar and usage suitable

for formal writing in English and mark the number

of that sentence on the answersheet.

1.

2.

(a) Being worked for the whole day, you should
have taken some rest and started the work
tomorrow.

(b) Working for the whole day, you should have

taken some rest and started the work tomorrow.

(c) After being worked for the whole day, you
should have taken some rest and started the
work tomorrow.

(d) Having worked for the whole day, you should have
taken some rest and started the work tomorrow:

(e) After having work the whole day, you should
have taken some rest and started the work
tomorrow.

(a) Have you not reached in time, we would have
lost our lives.



Theory | A.81

(b) If you have not reached in time, we would
have lost our lives.

(c) Had you not reach in time, we would have lost
our lives.

(d) Had you not reach in time, we would have lost
our lives.

(e) If you would not have reached in time, we
would have lost our lives.

(a) The various practices and norms for bank’s
transactions are laid down by the Reserve
Bank of India.

(b) The various practices and norms for banks’
transactions are led down by the Reserve Bank
of India.

(c) The various practices and norms for banks’
transactions have been lay down by the Reserve
Bank of India.

(d) The various practices and norms for banks’
transactions are lead up by the Reserve Bank
of India.

(e) The various practices and norms for banks’
transactions are laid up by the Reserve Bank
of India.

(a) Your statement that you were through ignorant
of the consequences cannot be trusted.

() Your statement that you were thorough
ignorant of the consequences cannot be
trusted.

() Your statement that you were thoroughly
ignorant of the consequences cannot be
trusted.

(d) Your statement that you were thorough of
ignorance of the consequences cannot be
trusted.

(e) Your statement that you were thoroughly in
ignorance of the consequences cannot be
trusted.

(a) He was extremely unhappy because of
inordinately delay.

(b) He was extremely unhappy because of the
inordinate delay.

(c) He was extremely unhappy because of the
inordinately delay.

(d) He was extremely unhappy because of the
inordinately delaying.

(¢) He was extremely unhappy because of the
inordinate delaying.

6.

10.

(a) I am remembering you telling me that you are
having two cars.

() I do remember your telling me that you have
two cars.

(c) I do remember your telling me that you were
having two cars.

(d) I am remembering your telling me that you are
having two cars.

(e) I remember your telling me that you are having
two cars.

(a) A community is like a ship, everyone should be
prepared to take the helm.

(b) A community is like a ship, as everyone should
be prepared to take the helm.

(c) A community is like a ship, since everyone
should be prepared to take the helm.

(d) A community is like a ship, so everyone should
be prepared to take the helm.

(¢) A community is like a ship, hence everyone
should be prepared to take the helm.

(a) My wife and I do not worry about AIDS since
we practise monogamy.

(b) My wife and I do not worry about AIDS even
if we practise monogamy.

(c) My wife and I do not worry about AIDS as we
practise monogamy.

(d) My wife and I do not worry about AIDS
though we practise monogamy.

(e) My wife and I do not worry about AIDS even
though we practise monogamy.

(a) Such thing does not happen to you and I, isn’t
it?

(b) Such a thing does not happen to you and me,
1sn’t it?

(c) Such things do not happen to you and me,
don’t they?

(d) Such things do not happen to you and I, do
they?

(e) Such things do not happen to you and me, do
they?

(2) Had I been older and wiser, I would have not
acted on your advise and made a fool of me.

(b) Had I been older and wiser, I wouldn’t act on

your advice and made a fool of me.
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(c) Had I been older and wiser, I would not have
acted on your advice and made a fool of me.

(d) Had I been older and wiser, I would not have
acted on your advice and made a fool of

(c) She says she’s already paid me back, but I can’t
remember, so I’ll have to take her at her word.
(d) She says she’s already paid me back, but I can’t
remember, so I’ll have to take her word for it.

myself. 14. (a) The workers are hell bent at getting what is due
(¢) Had I been older and wiser, I would have to them.
not acted on your advice and make a fool of (b) The workers are hell bent on getting what is
myself. due to them.
11. (2) The more they earn, more they spend. (c) The workers are hell bent for getting what 1s
(b) More they earn, more they spend. due to them.
(c) More they earn, the more they spend. (d) The workers are hell bent upon getting what is
(d) The more they earn, the more they spend. due to them.
12. (a) The old man felled some trees in the garden 15. (a) While we would like that all Indian children to
with hardly no effort at all. go to school, we need to ponder why they do
(b) The old man felled some trees in the garden not.
with hard effort at all. (b) While we would like that all the Indian children
(c) The old man felled some trees in the garden to go to school, we need to ponder why they
with hardly any effort at all. do not.
(d) The old man felled some trees in the garden (c) While we would like if all the Indian children
with 2 hardly any effort at all. of India to go to school, we need to ponder
13. (a) She says she’s already paid me back, but I can’t Wh¥ they do not. ) ) )
‘remember, so I’ll have to take her word. (d) While we would like all Indian children to go
(b) She says she’s already paid me back, but I can’t to school, We need to ponder why they do
remember, so I’ll have to take her word true. not.
C ANSWERKEY
1. @ 6. (b 1. ()
2. () 7. (d) 12. ()
3. (a) 8. (a) 13. @)
4. () 9. (e) 14. @)
5 (b) 10. (@) 15. @)



CHAPTER 6

SPOTTING ERRORS
| VARIATION PATTERN-II

In this format four parts of each sentence are given as (¢) he is handsome but that
A, B, C, D. These are in a sequence. One has to point (d) he is kind.
out which part is not acceptable in standard English. 3. (a) the teacher

In other words we can say that it is spotting error in

(b) emphasised on
(¢) the point

EXAMPLE (d) again and again.

4. (a) the students

vertical form.

(a) We are three (b) will be giving
(b) But you have ordered (o) their final
(c) Only for (d) examination shortly.

(d) Two drinks 5.

The answer 1s (c) because the word for is wrong. No

(a) you arrived

(b) here this morning.

preposition is used after order. (© didnt you?
(d) where are you living?
(b) all the things
1. (a) many aman (¢) which providence gave him
(b) have realised that real happiness (d) with thankful good humour.
(¢) lies in making sacrifices 7. (a) Nothing has
(d) and not in personal gains. (b) or could be
2. (a) honestly speaking (¢) more unfortunate

(b) Ilike him not because (d) than his departure.
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8. (a) They were quarrelling between themelves (¢) publicised play
(b) when all of a sudden it (d) was already begun.
(c) occurred to them that someone was 10. (a) one of the biggest
watching (b) industrial houses
(d) all the five of them. (c) in Maharashtra
9. (a) when at last we got to (d) are declaring a lock out.

(b) the theatre, the much

C ANSWER KEY

1. (b 6. (b)
2. () 7. ()
3. (b) 8. (a)
4. (a) 9. (@
5. () 10. (d)



SPOTTING ERRORS
VARIATION PATTERN-111

In this format sentences with one or more errors are
given. One has to locate the number of errors and
mark one of the following alternatives.

(a) only one mistake;

(b) only two mistakes;

(c) only three mistakes;

(d) only four mistakes;

(e) more than four mistakes;

1. The visitors complained at the poor
accommodation they were given.
The answer s (a) because there is only one error—
at. The correct preposition will be about.

2. One of the biggest industrial house in
Maharashtra are declaring a lockout.
The answer is (b) because there are two
errors—(1) house should be houses, (2) are
should be is.

3. Work hard in English lest you may not fail in
this subject.
The answer is (c) because there are three
errors—(1) Iz should be a#, (2) may should be
should, (3) not should be deleted.

Practice Set

1.

10.

He not only helped me but my brother when he
was in trouble.

. Every man, woman and child in this country

are aware that smoking is injurious to health.

. He had hardly leave the room than it begun

to rain.

. Mary 1s more smarter to anybody in her class.
. John’s salary is very larger than Bobby.
. The old man no longer believe that money

was the most important thing in life.

. Nights after nights he used to pore over

his books with patient determination of a
scholar.

. Ram 1s better than all boys of his class.
. Many Indian states have hardly no dearth of

talent.

He resigned from the directorship and took
up teaching with a view ultimately to become
a consultant.
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C ANSWER KEY

1. (b) 6. (a)
2. (¢) 7. (¢)
3. (b) 8. (a)
4. (c) 9. (3
5. (a) 10. (b)



CHAPTER 8

SPOTTING ERRORS
VARIATION PATTERN-1V

In this format four sentences are given. Three of the

four sentences contain some type of grammatical

error. One has to spot the correct sentence.

EXAMPLE

1.
2.

4.

The answer is given line fifteen on page four.

She has so much problems that she could not
concentrate.

. He had such bad a headache that he could not

sleep well at all.

Gopa is very sick to come to school everyday.

In sentence no. 2 mach should be many, in

sentence no. 3 that should be 45 and in sentence

no. 4 zery should be #0. Only sentence no. 1 has no error.

Practice Set

1. (a) John, as well as his brothers, are coming today.

®)
©
@
2. (a)
®)

Is the old always more wiser than the young?
More than two boys were present in the class.
The wages of sin are death.

This book does not have their cover.

He gave me many wrong informations.

©
@
3. (a)
®)
©
@
4. (a)

®)
©
@
5. (a)
®)

©

@

6. (a)

®)

He is one of the bright students of the class.
Did you apply for lecturership?

I am not at all satisfied by my new apartment.
He never says a lie.

I am looking forward to see you once again.

I cannot agree to write the letter for you.

As an artist he 1s as good if not better than
Ramesh.

Mohan does not know to swim.

He is blind with one eye.

One of the rooms has been closed for a week.
It is time you decide about your next course of
action.

What I did say was that just as meteorologists have
classified clouds, so they have classified winds.
Whatever the solution to the problems may be
we should consider them carefully before we
decide to take any action.

No one can help admiring a person who does
not complain about their problems.

Ram disappointed his mother in that he didn’t
write to her very often.

In a hour’s time when I had finished the work I
got up and slipped out unnoticed.
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©
@

7. (a)
®)
©

)
8. ()
®)
©

@

I walked on as fastly as I could until I reached
the road which led to my house.

I am surprised at not having saw her even
though she was standing in front of me.

Our life may be compared to a flower.
We left the place with bag and baggage.

The reason of his absence i1s due to his

illness.

He bought a fresh basket of fruits.

I have some milk but I do not have some sugar.
The teacher asked him to explain why had he
been absent for such a long time.

One of our most serious problems are the
growing menace of terrorism.

My brother has been ill for a long time.

9. (a)

®)
©

@

10. ()

®)
©

@

It has been reported by the chairman of the
committee that all possible efforts have made
to reach the target.

You are required to explain your conduct within
two days of the receipt of this letter.

This room would be much improved if you
have put a furniture in the corner near the
window.

I remember to having read somewhere
that the first satellite was launched by Russians.
The Major along with his soldiers were killed in
the battlefield today.

The movie began when we arrived.

The economical condition of the country is
very bad.

In my opinion respect is preferable to money.

C ANSWER KEY

©
©
@
@
©

Nk Wb =

(C))
(C))
@
®)
@

SN NS

—
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Set |

10.

11.

12.

Appendix

SPOTTING ERROSS: QUESTIONS FROM VARIOUS
COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS WITH FREQUENCY ANALYSIS

(a) Now that she is living in her own flat,
/() she cleans the windows, /(c) twice a week
in the summer and once a week in the winter. /
(d) No error (CDS)
() This town isn’t very well know (b) /and there
isn’t much to see, /(c) so a few tourists come
here /(d) No error (MBA)
(a) The reason we have not been able to pay
income tax /(b) is due to fact /(c) that we did
not receive pay one time. /(d) No error (55C)
(a) All the furniture have been /(b) sent to the
new house /(c) located in a village /(d)No error
(Section Officers’ Excam)
(a) My brother-in-laws /(b) who live in Bombay
/(c) have come to stay with us. /(d) No error
(NDA)
(2) He could not plan his strategy /(b) until
he knew /(c) whom his opponents could be.
/(d) No error (Railways)
(a) The downfall of this kind /(b) is to be
attributed to /(c) nothing else than pride. (d)
(CBI)
(a) Neither the famine /(b) or the subsequent
fire /(c) was able to destroy the spirit of the
people. /(d) No error (Stenagraphers)
(a) The child /(b) picked up a burned paper
/(c) from the street. /(d) No error
(Section Officers’ Excam)
(a) One of the drawbacks /(b) of modern edu-
cation are /(c) that it does not encourage ori-
ginal thinking /(d) No error
(Stenographers’ Excam)
(a) If I knew /(b) that my friend had planned to
visit the town today, /(c) I would have made his
stay comfortable. /(d) No error (SCRA)
(a) Sharad was entrusted with /(b) the task of

coordinating yesterday’s programme, /(c) but

No error

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Set 2
. (a) My Father is /(b) in bad mood /(c) today.

due to certain difficulties /(d) he does not do it.
/(e) No error (Bank PO)
(a) How long /(b) were you /(c) learning
English for? /(d) No error

(Central Excise)
(a) Coffee seeds /(b) is dried and roasted
/(c) before they are ground into powder. /(d)
(Income Tax)
(a) The technician reminded /(b) them to have
a /(c) thoroughly cleaning of the /(d) machine
after each use. /(e) No error (Bank, PO)
(a) If I were /(b) in his shoes /(c) I would die
with shame. /(d) No error (CBI)

(a) Even many people /(b) carry an infection

No error

/(c) without showing its symptoms. /(d) No
(55C)

€rror

/(d) No error (Stenographer’s Exam.)
(a) The majority of the /(b) computer profess-
ionals recommends /(c) that effective measures
/(d) should be taken against software piracy. /
(e) No error (Bank, PO)
(a) A person I met /(b) in the theatre /(c) was
the playwright himself. /(d) No error (UDC)
(a) As he had taken only a few sips /(b) there
was still little water /(c) left in the glass. /(d) No
(Central Excise, 1994)

(a) To perform this experiment, /(b) drop little

€rror

sugar /(c) into a glass of water. /(d) No error
(§5C)
(a) The recent study has /(b) indicated that
there /(c) is perceptible change in /(d) the atti-
tudes of the people. /(€) No error  (Bank PO)
(a) The bus could not /(b) ascend the steep
hill /(c) because it was in the wrong gears.

/(d) No error (IES, 1994)
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8.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Set 3
1.

2.

(a) Had I come /(b) to know about /(c) his
difficulties /(d) I would have certainly helped.
/(e) No error (Bank PO)
(a) Our laxity in duty /(b) increases with our
/(c) aversion for work. /(d) No error

(Income Tax)
(a) The trust plans /(b) to set on /(c) a special
school for /(d) dumb and deaf children. /(e)
(BSRB, 1994)
(a) We never buy any jam in the shops, /(b)
because my wife makes all our jam from the

No error

fruit in our garden /(c) and it tastes much
better than the jam from the shops, we think
/(d) No error (CDS)
(a) He won’t return the money /(b) that he bor-
rowed, /(c) will he? /(d) No error
(Income Tax)
(a) The statement made by the writer /(b)
appears to be incorrect /(c) as Gandhijee was
never born in Ahmedabad. /(d) No error
(NDA)
(a) I can’t /(b) afford to pay /(c) that much for
it. /(d) No error (UDC)
(a) He makes it clear in the very first novel /(b)
of this period that /(c) he sees his life and work
on dramatic terms. /(d) No error (NDA)
(a) Even though the shirt is rather expensive
/() but I wish to /(c) purchase it with my own
money. /(d) No error (IES)
(a) While going /(b) through the report /(c)
yesterday I find /(d) several factual mistakes. /
(58)

(e) No error

(a) The road /(b) to famous monument /(c)
passes through a forest. /(d) No error
(Stenographer’s Exam.)
(a) According to the Bible /(b) it is meek and
humble /(c) who shall inherit the earth. /(d) No
error (CBI)
(a) Troy was taken by Greeks /(b) this formed
the basis of a story /(c) which has become
famous. /(d) No error (Central Excise)
(a) He was fascinated by insects /(b) and the
more he studied their habits /(c) greater was his
(Clerks’ Grade)

fascination. /(d) No error

5.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

(a) The polling was marred /(b) at many a place
/(c) by attempts at rigging. /(d) No error
(CBI)
(a) Mr. Sunil Pawar, our representative, /(b)
he will attend the meeting /(c) on our behalf.
/(d) No error (NDA)
(a) If the teacher is good /(b) the students /(c)
will respond /(d) positively to them. /(e) No
(BSRB)
(a) Whatever work /(b) that which you
undertake /(c) put your best efforts /(d) in it.
(e)/No error (BSRB, 1995)
(a) It is the duty of every right thinking citizen
/() to try to make the whole world /(c) 2 happ-
(Asstt. Grade)
(a) After opening the door /(b) we entered into
the room /(c) next to the kitchen. /(d) No error
(CDS)
(a) They walked /(b) besides each other
/(c)in silence. /(d) No error (Asstt. Grade)
(a) The students were /(b) awaiting for /(c) the
arrival of the chief guest. /(d) No error
(CDS)
(a) He fixed a metal ladder /(b) for the wall
below his window /(c) so as to be able to /(d)
escape if there was a fire. /(e) No error
(Bank PO)
(a) I offered him part-ime work /(b) but he
turned it over /(c) saying that he would /(d)
rather wait for a full-time job. /(e) No error
(Bank PO)
(a) The Hindi and the Marathi are /(b) different

forms of the Sanskritlanguage, /(c) which were

€rror

ier place to live. /(d) No error

once spoken /(d) in almost every part of India.
/(e) No error (Bank PO)
(a) After toiling very hardly /(b) over a long
period of time /(c) he found that people
rewgnised him as a successful person. /(d) No
(MBA)
(a) He speaks /(b) not only Tamil /(c) but
(Central Excise)

€rror

Telugu as well. /(d) No error

Set 4

1.

(a) T have been travelling by local trains
/(b)since last several years /(c) but had never
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

experienced /(d) such a horrible situation as
this. /(e) No error (Bank PO Exam)
(a) If I would have realised /(b) what a bad
shape our library is in /(c) I would have done
something /(d) to arrest the deterioration. /(e)

No error (Bank PO Exam)
(a) May I /(b) know who you want /(c) to see
please. /(d) No error (Hotel Management)

() It is not difficult to believe that a man /(b)
who has lived in this city for a long time /(c)
he will never feel at home anywhere else in the
world. /(d) No error (NDA)
(a) The party chief made it a point to state that
/() the Prime Minister and the Union Home
Minister should also come /(c) and they see
what his partymen had seen. /(d) No error
(Asstt. Grade)

(a) Myself and Gopalan /(b) will take care of
/(c) the function on Sunday. /(d) No error

(Hotel Management)
(a) On a holiday /(b) Madhu prefers reading
/(c) than going out visiting friends /(d) No
error

(Hotel Management)
(a) A large scale exchange of nuclear weapons
/() will produce unprecedented amo-unts
of radiation /(c) that can penetrate into the
biological tissue. /(d) No error  (Asstt. Grade)
(a) Considering about these facts /(b) the
principal has offered /(c) him a seat. /(d) No
(NDA)
(a) The student /(b) answered to /(c) the
question /(d) asked by the inspector of school.
/(e) No error (Railways, 1996)
(a) All the boys /(b) returned back home /(c)
(NDA)
(a) A group of friends /(b) want to visit /(c) the
new plant as early as possible. /(d) No error

(Hotel Management)
(a) One of the members /(b) expressed doubt
if /(c) the Minister was an atheist. /(d) No
(Asstt. Grade)
(a) The reason why /(b) he was rejected /(c)

was because he was too young. /(d) No error

€rror

well in time for lunch. /(d) No error

€rror

(Asstt. Grade)

15.

16.

17.

(a) Although we reached his house on time
/(®) he was left /(c) for the airport. /(d) No

(NDA4)
(a) He has seen /(b) the picture /(c) yesterday.
/(d) No error (Railways)
(a) If a thing /(b) is worth doing at all /(c) itis
worth done well. /(d) No error (NDA)

€rror

Set 5

1.

(a) Our system of assigning /(b) different jobs
to different people /(c) should be based on /(d)
their strengths and weaknesses. /(e) No error

(Bank PO, Mumbai)
(a) Reasonable ambition, if supported /(b) at
president efforts, /(c) is likely to yield /(d) the
desired results. /(e) No error

(Bank PO, Mumbai)
(a) This is an important difference in /(b) that
it marks the first move towards /(c) profess-
ionalising the sport and turning it into /(d) an
institution money-earning proposition. /(e) No
(MBA)
(a) All three products help wean smokers /(b)
from cigarettes by providing small doses /(c)

€rror

of nicotine designed to replace the basic level
/(d) of average smoker’s day’s nicotine con-
sumption (MBA)
(a) The ultimate problem of physics /(b) is
to reduce matter by analysis /(c) to its lowest
condition of divisibility. /(d) No error

(CDS)
(a) As anation we neither impress the belligerent
/() or inspire the lovers of peace, /(c) the
speaker added. /(d) No error (CDS)
(a) If the by-stander had not been /(b) familiar
with first-aid techniques, /(c) the driver which
had met /(d) with the accident would have died.
/(e) No error (Bank PO, Hyderabad)

(a) By arresting the local criminals /(b) and
encouraging good people, /(c) we can end
/(d) hostlities of the area /(e) No error
(Bank PO, Hyderabad)
(a) We admired the way /(b) he had completed
all his work /(c) and appreciating the method /
(d) adopted by him. /(e) No error
(Bank PO, Mumbai)
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10. (a) Notonly judges acquitted /(b) him of all the 16. (a) Lost in thought, /(b) with a vacant look /
charges /(c) levelled against him, but /(d) also () in his eyes, /(d) he laid /(e) on the couch.
commended all his actions. /(e) No error /(f) No error (MBA)

(Bank PO, Mumbai) 17. (a) In spite of toiling /(b) very hardly he /(c)

11. (a) We do not know where he was educated realised that he had /(d) not earned anything
/() or what did he do to earn his bread at that substantial. /(e) No error (BSRB, Patna)
time /(c) because history is silent about his early 18. (a) We have observed that /(b) many good
life. /(d) No error (NDA) programmers /(c) suffer of shortage /(d) of

12. (a) Under the present circumstances, /(b) funds and other resources. /(e) No error
sanctioning another post for the organisation / (BSRB, Patna)
(c) is out of question. /(d) No error  (NDA) 19. (a) The principal indicated that /(b) the issue

13. (a) If you permit me to speak the truth, /(b) I of improved quality of teaching /(c) in the
shall say without hesitation /(c) that you have college were high /(d) in his list of priorities.
done a mistake. /(d) No error (CDS) /(e) No error (BSRB, Calintta)

14. (a) By the time /(b) she finished typing /(c) it 20. (a) Unless you take /(b) interest into the studies
was not hardly ten /(d) No error (CDS) /(c) youwill not succeed /(d) in the examination

15. (a) A picture of /(b) one of the progenitors / /(e) No error (BSRB, Calentta)
(c) of the founder /(d) of the company hanged
/(e) on the wall. /(f) No error (MBA)

C ANSWERKEY
Set 1 Set 2 Set 3 Set 4 Set 5

L @© 1@ 1 @® I (@ L b 1L ® 1L b 1. (b 1L @ 11 ()

2 @ 12@ 2 () 12 © 2 () 1200) 2 @ 12.6) 2 (b 12 0)

30) 13..0) 3 @ 13 © 3@ 1.0 3G 130 3@ 13 @

4 @ 140 4 G 14 @ 4 140 4 © 14 © 4 @ 14 ©

5. 15 () 5 () 15 () 5. 15 (@ 5 © 15 (®) 5 () 15 @

6. © 16, © 6 © 16 () 6. B 16. () 6 @ 16 () 6. &) 16, @

7.0 1. @ 7 © 17 © @ 17 © 7 © 17 © 7. © 17. ()

8. () 8. (© 8. () 8. © 8. @ 18 (O

9. (b) 9. © 9. © 9. (a) 9. © 19 ©

10. (b) 10. (b) 10. (b) 10. (b) 10. ()  20. (b)
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Table Spotting Error: Frequency Analysis

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
No. of exams | No. of exams No. of exams | No. of exams | No. of exams
Items covered 11 covered 11 covered 11 covered 9 covered 7 Total
No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of
questions = 17 | questions = 17 | questions = 17 | questions = 17 |questions = 17
Verb and Tense form 8 5 1 8 6 28
Article 1 3 4 — — 8
Noun 2 1 1 — — 4
Pronoun 1 — 3 4 1 9
Adjective/Adverb Degree 1 3 3 — 2 9
Conjunction 2 1 1 — 2 6
Preposition — 2 3 3 4 12
Wrong word 1 — 1 1 2 5
Repetition 1 — — 1 — 2
No error — 2 — — — 2

Observation: Highest frequency — Verb and tense form

Next — Preposition
Next — Pronoun
Next — Adjective/Adverb degree

Table Trends in Spotting Error Questions (2001-2004)

Examinations Items
Miscellaneous| No | Verb
wrong word | error| tense

Examinations | Noun | Pronoun| Adjective| Connector | Article | Preposition | Idioms | misplaced related

1 4
Indian
Overseas
Bank PO
Exam 2004
PG Dip 1 1 3
Fashion 04
INGOU 1 4 2 4
Openmat 04
PO Canara 1 1 2 2
Bank 03
Corporation 1 2 1 2
Bank 03
Bank of 1 1 2 1
Maharashtra 03
GIC AAO 03 1 1 1 1 3
Mat 03 1 2
CDS 03 3 1 2 1 2 6
PNB 02 1 1 1 1 1
NABARD 02 1 1 1 2




A.94 | Objective English for Competitive Examinations

Examinations Items
Miscellaneous | No | Verb
wrong word |error | tense
Examinations |Noun | Pronoun | Adjective | Connector | Article |Preposition |Idioms | misplaced related
1 4
Corporation 1 1 3
Bank 02
LIC 02 1 1 1
Hotel M 02 1 7 1 1
APF Com 02 1 2 1 1
Info Tech 02 1 1 1 3 1 3
NDA 02 2 1 1 1 2
SCRA 02 1 1 1 1 6
Indian 1 1 1 2 5
Engineer 01
SSC Com 01 1 1 1 2
3 8 7 16 4 19 6 1" 14 49
Number of examinations 20, Total number of questions 137
Finding : 1 Highest Frequency Verb-tense related 49
2 Next Preposition 19
3 Next Connector 16
Table Spotting Error: Frequency Analysis — Recent Trends (2009 to 2013)
Examination Items
Noun | Pronoun | Degree | Adjective | Connector | Article |Preposition| Idioms/ | Wrong Word | No Verb | Missce-
Adverb Phrases| Misplaced |Error| Tense | llaneous
Related
RBI 1 1 1 1+1
GradeB-2009
SCRA-2011 1 1 1 1+1
Tourism & 1 1 1 1+1
Travel-2012
NDA-2012 1 1+1 1+1 1 1+1+
1+1
CDsS-2011 1 1 1 1 1+1+1 1+1+1 1+1 1 1
+1
IES-2010 141414141 1 1 14141
SSC ,TR2- 1+1 1 1+1+1 #1E 1+1 1+1 1
2013 1+1 +1 | +1+1
+1 +1

Noun-3, PRONOUN-3, Degree-1, ADJECTIVE-1, CONNECTOR-3,ARTICLE-4, PREPOSITION-15, IDIOMS/PHARESES-1,
WRONG WORD MISPLACED-11, NO ERROR-7, VERB TENSE RELATED-17, MISCELLANEOUS-4
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I Concept

Cloze test 1s an extensive variation of the sentence
completion test. Candidates are required to make a
choice from multiple alternatives for each word
blanked out, not in a sentence but in a passage. Thus
this test evaluates the candidate’s vocabulary power and
his ability to judge the overall meaning of a passage
even when some words are missing.

Practical Tip

A passage consists of sentences which are logically
related to one another. Therefore, first of all, read the
whole passage, get a rough idea of its contents and
keep them in your mind as a background. Concentrate
on this background to find clues. Use the following
tips as well.

1. If youknow the answer, immediately tick it. No
technique is to be adopted. The whole process
will work in a flash.

2. When you are not sure of the answer, make the
right choice through the process of elimination.

CLOZE TEST OR
NUMBERED GAPS

Elimination Technique

Step 2—Meaning

\ \
Common usage Nuances
\ |

Step 4—Clues
Step 5—Reasoning

Target or Correct choice

Fig. 12.1 Cloze Test Elimination Technique
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Elimination Technique

Step 1: Judge if any of them does not fit into the
structure (eliminate).

Step 2: Judge if any of them does not fit in with the
meaning (eliminate).

Step 3: Among/between the remaining apply your
awareness of the common usage or nuances
of words.

Step4: Try to find out a clue in the sentence or
in a sentence preceding or succeeding
it. Sometimes the clue is hidden many
sentences away.

If the final choice has not been reached
even now, apply the method of reasoning

to hit the target.

Practice Set

Fill in each of the numbered blanks in the following

Step 5

passage with the most suitable word out of the
alternatives (below the passage) given against each
number.
I. 1. the first flat we lived in ..2.. our marriage
very well. I was not ..3.. much, and Radha was .4.. a
student, so our weekly income was 1, very small, and
we simply ..5.. to find a cheap flat ..6.. Looking over
lots of places, we ..7.. found one that we could ..8.. and
it was not too uncomfortable. There was a big sitting
room and a tiny kitchen, just big ..9.. for one ..10.. to
get .11.. We had to share a bathroom with the people
in the next flat. Ours was on the first floor, directly
over a ..12.. shop, and although the smell of fruit was
quite ..13.., ..14.. of some of the vegetables was not.
.15.. agreeable.
1. (a) recollect (b) remember (c) forget (d) decorate
(e) furnish

2. (a) before (b) during (c) in (d) after () for

3. (a) obtaining (b) earning (c) paying (d) gaining
(e) collecting

4. (a) just (b) hardly (c) firmly (d) fast (e) chiefly

5. (a) have (b) had (c) will have (d) have had (e)

would have

6. (a) upon (b) in (c) after (d) about (e) at

7. (2) would (b) have (c) will (d) had (e) could

8. (a) sell (b) rent out (c) give away (d) afford (e) use

N=]

10.

11.
12.

13.

14.
15.

HINTS AND EXPLANATIONS
1.

. (a) about (b) adequate (c) efficient (d) afford (e)

enough

(a) group (b) family (c) personal (d) get-together
(©) party

(a) about (b) by (c) along (d) down (e) in

(a) grocer’s (b) mercantile (c) sweetmeats (0)
retail () green grocer’s

(a) smelly (b) stinking (c) pleasant (d) dislikeable
(e) sad

(a) which (b) that (c) who (d) where (e) the

(a) quite (b) too much (c) far (d) so as (e) but

Decorate and furnish are eliminated at Step 1.
They do not fit into the structure. The word
lived makes the past form of the sentence clear.
Thus decorated or furnished could have been right.
Recollect, remember and forgetindicate the past, but
Jorget 1s eliminated at Step 2 as it does not fit
with the meaning;

Recollect and remember, both are correct, but
remember is in common use. And if we go by
nuance also, recollect indicates calling up some
incident and remember some object or person.
Thus recollect is eliminated at Step 3. Remember is
the right choice.

. In and during do not fit in the structure. They are

eliminated at Step 1. Foris eliminated at Step 2
as the spirit of the passage makes the meaning
clear. Before and affer pass through Steps 2 and
4. But before is eliminated at Step 5. In our
society, the couples live together normally after
marriage. We can therefore reason it out. Affer
1s thus the right choice.

. Obtaining, gaining and collecting do not make the

meaning clear. Paying will also not fit with the
meaning as it is obvious from the background
in the passage. Thus all four are eliminated at
Step 2. Thus earning is the right choice.

. Hardly, firmby, fast and chiefl—allthese adverbs do

not fit in the structure of the sentence and thus
are eliminated at Step 1. If any doubt persists
about any of them, itis eliminated at Step 2. Jus?
1s thus the right choice. common usage.

. Have had and would have are eliminated at Step 1

as they do not fit in the structure. Wi/ have and
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

have are also eliminated at Step 1 because the
sentence is in the past tense. Thus, bad is the
right choice.

. Upon, in, after and at are eliminated at Step 1 as

they are wrongly used prepositions and do not
fit in the structure. Aboxt is the right choice.

. Would, will and conld do not fit in the structure.

Have s also structurally wrong as it does not go
with the past tense. All four are thus eliminated
at Step 1. Had is the right choice.

. All pass through Step 1. Sell, rent out and give

away are eliminated at Step 2. They do not fit
with the meaning. Use is eliminated at Step 4.
The clue is in the previous part of the sentence
‘income was very small’. Thus gfford is the right
choice.

. About, adequate. efficient and fess do not fit in the

structure and thus are eliminated at Step 1.
Enongh 1s the right choice. It is also confirmed
by common usage.

Personal is eliminated at Step 1. Get-together and
party are eliminated at Step 2 as they do not fit
with the meaning, Group is eliminated at Step
3 according to common usage. A wife and a
husband do not make a group but a family. This
family is the right choice.

All pass through Step 1. By, down and in are
eliminated at Step 2 as they do not fit with the
meaning. About is eliminated at Step 3, as get
along 1s In common use. Alng 1s thus the right
choice.

All pass through Steps 1, 2 and 3. Grocers,
mercantile. sweetmeats and retail are eliminated at
Step 4 as there is the clue in the words fr#it and
vegetable. Thus green grocer’s is the right choice.
All pass through Step 1. Smelly, stinking, dislikeable
and sad are eliminated at Step 2 as they do not
fit in with the meaning, Pleasantis thus the right
choice.

W hich, who, where and the are eliminated at Step 1
as they do not fit into the structure. Thatis thus
the right choice.

Far, so as and but are eliminated at Step 1 as
they dot not fit in the structure. Too much 1s
eliminated at Step 2 as it disturbs the meaning.

Quite is thus the right choice.

Cloze Test=2

The skin’s worst enemy is the sun. If you aviod ..1.. you

can ..2.. to prolong the young and ..3.. skin. The sun
.4.. deprive the skin of ..5.. hastening the appearance
of ..6.. lines and wrinkles that ..7.. is all about. It is
..8.. responsible for many skin ..9.. like pigmentation,
discoloration, freckles and ..10.. skin cancer. So, protect
the skin with a sunscreen and moisturise it daily.
1. (a) extra exposure to the sun (b) much (c)
additional (d) excessive
. (a) aid (b) help (c) assist (d) make
3. (a) handsomeness of the (b) luxury (c) beauty
(d) suppleness
. (a) can (b) may (c) shall (d) will
. (a) water (b) dampness (c) wetness (d) moisture
. (a) these (b) those (c) some (d) certain
. (a) growing (b) increasing (c) ageing (d)
mellowing
8. (a) also (b) besides (c) even (d) possibly
9. (a) itches (b) illness (c) questions (d) problems

N

N SN A

10. (a) a certainly (b) even (c) some (d) certain

HINTS AND EXPLANATIONS in

1. Much, additional and excessive are eliminated at
Step 1 because they do not fit in the structure.
Extra exposure to the sun is the right answer.

2. All alternatives pass through Step 1 and 2. Make
is eliminated at Step 3 as it is not in common
use. Now let us check the nuances. Assisf means
there is somebody whom you are assisting.
Here, there is none. A4id means you are giving
something to help others that also does not
apply. Help is thus the correct choice.

3. Luxcury, beanty and suppleness are eliminated at
Step 1 as they do not fit in the structure in the
absence of a preposition. Handsomeness of the 1s
thus the correct choice.

4. Mayis eliminated at Step 2, because mayindicates
‘permission’ or ‘possibility’. This is not in tune
with the meaning. Shal/ and will are eliminated
by common usage. ‘Will’ shows a general sense
which 1s not required here. Sha// means ‘must’
when used with a third person. This is not the
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meaning required here. Caz shows capacity and
this fits with the meaning. Thus, this is the right
choice.

5. All pass through Steps 1 and 2. Water, dampness
and wetness are eliminated at Step 3 as they are
not in common usage with the word ‘skin’.
Moisture 1s thus the correct choice. There is
a clue also in; the last sentence in the word
‘moisturise.

6. These and those are eliminated at Steps 1 as they
do not fitin the structure. These and those indicate
that there 1s a noun before which is referred
to. There is no such indication eatrlier. Some
indicates a vagueness and is thus eliminated at
Step 2. Certain means ‘of a particular kind’. This
meaning fits here and thus certain is the correct
choice.

7. All alternatives pass through Steps 1 and 2.
Growing, increasing and mellowing are eliminated at
Step 3. Growing shows development. Increasing
shows rise. Mellowing shows ripening of a fruit
in common use and enrichment in its nuance. All
these do not fit with the meaning in the sentence
or the passage. Thus agesng 1s the correct choice.

8. Besides is eliminated at Step 1, as it does not
fit into the structure. Possibly shows a certain
vagueness. Ezen shows special emphasis. Both
of them do not fit with the meaning. Ao is
thus the correct answer.

9. All alternatives pass by Step 1. Itches, illness and
guestions do not fit with the meaning and are
thus eliminated at Step 2. Problem is thus the
right choice.

10. Certain and some do not fit in the structure and
thus are eliminated at Step 1. Certainly suggests
‘surety’ and thus does not fit with the meaning;
Itis eliminated at Step 2. Everis thus the correct
choice.

Cloze Test=2

The World Bank will take a decision soon on whether
to continue supporting the Sardar Sarovar dam
on the Narmada, which it had been funding ..1.. it
was launched. An internal .2.. of the Sardar Sarovar
project ..3.. by the Bank, following protests ..4.. some

environmental groups, is ..5.. completion and its board
..6.. expected to decide in May or ..7.. 1993, whether to
continue funding the ..8.. The Bank’s Vice-president
for .9..
.10.. commissioned the review, will make appropriate

sustainable development, Ismail Seralgdin

recommendations to the Board soon, according to
World Bank sources here.

1. (a) as (b) since (c) when

. (a) assessment (b) opinion (c) examination

. (a) commissioned (b) launched (c) constituted
. (a) against (b) of (c) by

(a) getting (b) nearing (c) having

. (a) was (b) is (c) had been

. (a) April (b) August (c) June

. (a) effort (b) project (c) people

R N - N T R N PO Y

. (a) socially (b) economically (c) environmentally
. (a) whom (b) who (c) whose

HINTS AND EXPLANATIONS in

1. As and when are eliminated at Step 1 because

—
(=3

they are incorrect and do not fit into the
structure of the sentence. Since shows the point
of time and itis the right answer.

2. All alternatives pass through Step 1. Opinion
is eliminated at Step 2 because it does not fit
in with the meaning. Examination is eliminated
at Step 3 because examination is not commonly
used with a word like project. Assessment is thus
the right choice.

3. All alternatives pass through Step 1. Lawnched
is eliminated at Step 2 because it does not fit
in with the meaning Constituted is eliminated
at Step 3 because the word is not commonly
associated with assessment. Thus commissioned is
the right choice.

4. Against and of are eliminated at Step 1 as they
are grammatically incorrect. By is the right
